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Dave  Meltzer,  Sporjs  Editor 


NO  P  R  T 

The  wrestling  war  has  begun. 

• Parted  out  a  few  years  back 
with  many  people  speculating  on  what 
the  long  term  effect  of  cable  TV, 
has  wound  up  with  its  most  inevitable 

result - The  consolidation  of  the 

major  pro  wrestling  promotions  into 
3  mW  s6le°t  and  very  powerful  hands. 

Now  promotional  struggles  are 
nothing  new.  They've  been  around 
as  long  as  there  has  bean  pro 
wrestling.  But  they  have  usually 
been  confined  to  one  area.  Now, 
the  entire  nation,  and  perhaps 
the  world  has  become  the  battle¬ 
ground  as  Titan  Sports  and  Vince 
McMahon  Jr.  attempt  to  control  the 
entire  business. 

Actions  in  the  last  month  have 
made  it  obvious  McMahon  Jr.  will 
stop  at  almost  nothing  in  quest 
of  his  ultimate  goal. 

In  the  most  shocking  news  in 
wrestling  perhaps  in  the  last  decade, 
the  Iron  Sheik  won  the  W.W.F.  title 
from  Bob  Backlund  on  12/26  at  Madison 
Square  Garden.  From  all  clues,  it 
appears  this  title  change  was 
something  of  a  last  minute  and 
very  secretive  thing.  The  dumping 
from  Backlund  off  McMahon's  wrestling 
throne  in  a  sense,  was  McMahon's 
acknowlegement  that  his  headliner 
in  various  promotional  struggles 
was  not  strong  enough  to  insure 
running  off  opposition. 

About  one  week  earlier,  all  of 
a  sudden  Hulk  Hogan,  who  in  the  past 
year  has  become  the  No.  l  box  office 
attraction  in  the  business,  backed 

?wa  °f  an  a6reement  to  remain  in  the 
AWA .  It  was  obvious  where  he  was 
going. 

Of  course  the  most  recent  break¬ 
through  is  the  WWF  heading  into  St. 
Louis.  WWF  tapings  from  the  Chase 
Hotel  will  go  into  Detroit,  and  the 
next  city  on  their  list--Indianapolis. 
The  WWF  in  St.  Louis?  That's  something 
that  a  few  months  ago  would  be  unheard" 
of.  St.  Louis  has  been  the  stronghold, 
really  the  flagship  city  of  the  entire 
NWA .  . 

What  about  the  NWA,  "the  largest 
and  most  powerful  governing  bodv  in 
pro  wrestling."  We've  seen  chunks 
of  stone  chipped  from  its  side  over 
the  past  five  years,  but  the  latest 
chip  seemed  to  puncture  the  heart. 

Most  NWA  circuits  aren't  in  good 
financial  shape.  Florida  has  been 
crumbling  the  last  few  months t  the 
situation  in  Georgia  is  obvious  to 
even  a  casual  viewer  of  the  weekly 
TV  show?  Alabama  is  on  its  last  legs, 
with  the  exception  of  Dallas  and 

Mid-Atlantic,  what  NWA  cities  can  1 


S  0  N  E  R  S 


still  pack  a  big  arena? 

The  AWA  has  never  had  a  more 
successful  season  at  the  gate  than 
this  past  year,  in  the  last  month, 
those  sellouts  may  become  a  thing  of 
the  past.  The  loss  of  Hogan  is  the 
that  could  happen  to 
"k*1®  i!A*  Tlie  loss  of  David  Schults 
and  Mean  Gene"  Okerlund  are  also 
significant.  Okerlund' s  loss  cannot 
be  taken  lightly.  As  the  corniest 
announcer  going,  the  man  had  built  un 

?£/!SIedi£1?+CUlt  f?llowing  throughout 
the  AWA.  Quite  frankly  the  AWA  TV 

show  is  one  of  the  worst  in  the 
country,  but  many  people  still  watched 
because  they  didn't  want  to  miss  Gene 
on  the  interviews.  The  AWA  may  be 
strong  enough  to  weather  this  tornado 
of  events,  but  what  about  when  McMahon 
comes  back  against  them  with  his  array 
of  superstars— Hogan,  Slaughter, 

Adonis,  Santana,  Schults  and  other 
wen  known  favorites  to  local  fans, 

u;Gene  his  promotion? 

Bill  Watts  and  Jerry  Jarrett  may 
be  the  two  smartest  promoters  in 
the  business.  The  two  have  formed 
s?f*  an  alliance  pact  that  they 
Wi+  telp  one  another  when  McMahon 
attacks.  But  what  happens  when  McMahon 
makes  a  lucrative  offer  to  Butch  Reed 

°f.Jh2  iankyard  D°g?  What  ammunition 
will  Watts  and  Jarrett  have  at  their 
disposal? 

McMahon's  shocking  coup  in  signing 
Roddy  Piper  came  at  the  worst  possible 
time  for  Jim  Crockett.  If  Ricky 
Steamboat  really  goes  through  with 

i-t  leaves  Atlantic 
vulnerable  becomes  of  a  lack  of 

charismatic  baby  faces.  The  only 

on®  *ii®®y  Valiant ,  can't  wrestle 

and  those  type  of  things  usually 
catch  up  to  a  promoter  because  in 
the  long  run  the  spectators  get  tired 
of  paying  for  shows  devoid  of  action. 

Of  course  Ric  Flair  is  still  around, 
but  it  may  get  frustrating  to  a  man 
o  +  nf-*®0  t0  ?e  the  man  an  insignific;i 

satellite  revolves  around  instead  of 
the  wrestling  world  itself.  With  the 
area  lacking  in  folk  heroes—wham— 
here  comes  McMahon,  fully  armed  with 
Hogan,  with  Slaughter,  with  Piper. 

J  expect  Hogan  to  wind  up 

with  the  WWF  belt.  The  average  fan, 
seeing  Hogan  as  champion,  will  perceive 
him  as  the  "real"  champion.  Even  a 
superior  wrestler  like  Flair,  because 
he  has  neither  the  size  or  physique 
nor  as  great  an  aura  of  invincibility 
surrounding  him-,  would  be  able  to  draw 
as  champion  against  Hogan.  Once 

has  stars,  and  what  fans 
perceive  to  be  the  real  champion,  plus 


exposure,  which  he’s  made  great  o+r,^oc, 

th„nb?aining  durlnS  the  pairyea??rides 

There  U?  against  hira- 

that  ifhis  ques^to'take-i t-all°UrSe 

andafail'"ii1  Sprea?  hlmself  too  thin 
and  fail  in  several  areas.  Manv  of 

sin  S?:.^98  (Dayton’  OinciSJSti! 
at  thl  bave.to  be  classified  as 
at  the  least,  minor  failures.  Going 

f  an  area  like  Dallas,  where  the 
fans  are  completely  satisfied  with  the 
home  promotion  and  have  been  cleverly 
brainwashed  to  tho  r,+  eriy 


brainwashed  to  the  ioiSt  ;S?+Cl;Verly  , “  Melby’  Jack  Thompson |  Ed  Gar 
turn  their  back  on  the  Von^  "™1'iKen  Hamburg  Ban  Billings.  Keith 


—  u  uiiau  In 

never  turn.  their  back  on  the  Von 
Erichs,  stiil  looks  to  me  to  be 
impossible.  What  would  fans  in 
Memphis  think  after  seeing  a  WWF 
Show  live?  The  new  citiel  the  WWF 

bJJneS??fsdth°tthiS  PaSt  year  have 

I*®"  ,  ies  that  were  virtually 

«mplt?na°wiSe  takln?'  They  weren't 
competing  with  a  popular  home 

promotion. 


une  thing  l*ve  been  remiss  over  thi 
past  year  in  is  giving  credit  to  all 
the  people  who  contribute  with  news 
and  results,  or  just  encouragement 
and  food-f or- thought  to  making  this 
bulletin.  The  list  is  length?  and 
1  apologize  in  advance  because  I’m 
certain  to  leave  someone  out,  but 
thanks  especially  to  Norm  Dooley, 
Larry  Lovell,  Mike  Rodgers,  Kevin 
Hancer,  Mike  Rosen,  Steve  Kornreirh 

JimkMelbJy ’ TGiJemK  Stopp’  Norm  Keitze] 
Ken  Ed  ?araa  • 


Ferguson,  Dave  Korner,  Larr^Heinzman, 

JohnSTenle’  ^indy  NoVak’  Walt  Wolansky 

Go^faw??i*Ll0yd  £ea*  Kurt  Brown, 

Slnhfn  WulkinrSff°?-,’  Rnn  Dobratz ,  Marty 
Slobin,  Herb  Miller,  Tom  Burke,  Haruo 

Yamaguchi ,  Don  Jackson,  Shinii  KikuchJ 

Howard  Rogofsky,  Harold  Balde'  Ralph 

RiSh1^’  *atT,ln  J°el  Rubir>.  Larry  Maty; 
SiSVa*.  DaV®  Creedon,  Derek  Sousa, 
ScL  ?ieleyi  ?eor«e  NaPolitano ,  Jim’ 

KOSS  .  St.PVP  Kol  OUln  rr  A  M  T  *  _  n  1 


I  know  that  most  fans  who  RiLBe?ieleyA  ?eorge  Napolitano,  Ji 

love  for  t  njcr  ,  have  a  real^oss»  Steve  Helewagen,  Jim  SchmiH  + 

inevitable^attack8  fo^a  llZXL^  ?sada  •  Tefry'Dar?,  James  ' 

I  don’t  rPflllv  £„«  i0nJ  tlme*  Koog,  Earl  Elder.  Noil  tv - - 

result  will  be  ?!lat  the  final 

moq-i-  mnn+v>  u  *  The  actions  of  the 
past  month,  however,  leave  me  wi „ 
very  pessimistic  view  Wlth  a 

EDITOR’S  NOTF.c;  ********* 

OBSERVER6?^™  °f  the  NESTLING 
UBbERVER  is  being  prepared  as  sort 

of  a  reference  material  of  the  past 

awards"  ?£Sbling:  Thin6a  like^he 
awards,  the  year  in  review,  details 

of  some  selected  matches,  rating 

and  everything  else  will  hope fSflv 

saline  forediti°n,  SO'nething  worbh 
3  Ang+^°r  ?everal  years. 

issue 

Unit 

WeafiniI|I"^1’i''eesho?t0ofetSmendous. 

87  aiarf?dntk?sSrdey51bytopre^iVing 

the  time  t°  thank  every°ne  who  tookeyS' 
the  time  to  respond.  There  were 

several  drawbacks  to  the  survey 
of  categories  baing  large  number 

mr f "9  1 ! ' ' a  ii  «ire  neSxr yllr 

wortteit?"g  rU"'  1  thlnk  ik  *  ' 

„,wT!le  ",ext  issue  of  the  Observer 
which  will  be  back  to  our  new  noraal 

dat ■  9?i1io?aaieia  d  ad“n9 

our  new  prioea[y  ghpJ S'lSierStt*1' ‘ 
a  $7.59  price  for  a  four  issue 
subscription.  sue 

I  would  like  to  mention  that  a  fow 

Blackwell  ^  A?gust  X983  issue  (Jerry 
filackwen  cover)  and  December  1981  ^ 

issue  (Dynamite  Kid  cover)  are  ^  3 

available  for  $1.50  apiece. 


oame: 

oog,  Earl  Elder,  Neil  Drummond, 
a  few  wrestlers,  front  office  folks 
and  even  referees  who  I’m  sure  would 

w?2TVheir^meS  not  be  ejected 
with  this  publication  and  special 

thanks  must  go  to  Koichi  Yoshizawa 

who  has  supplied  so  much  to  this 

bulietm  between  inside  information, 

tapes,  news  and  photos  that  I  have 

to  give  him^ special  credit. 

- If  an  ''X”  appears  at  the  left 

it  means  this  is  the  last  issue  of 

the  WRESTLING  OBSERVER  on  your  currer 

subscription.  To  re-orderand  no? 

miss  a  single  issue,  send  $2  for  one 

issue  or  $7.50  for  the  next  four 

W?oh?+  tS  I1?17  ^idwestern  Parkway  #2C 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas  76302. 

For  those  wishing  to  contact 
me,  I  m  usually  accessible  most 
afternoons  until  300  p.m.  central 

W^dnd3dd  ?lme’  throughout  the  day 
ednesday  s  and  Sunday’s  and  from 

abaf  1  t0  2  a-m-  central  time  for 
those  who  want  to  call  when  prices 
are  down,  at  817-723-4210  P 

************* - L.(C-J  ‘♦kciu 

VIDEOTAPES 

As  many  of  you  know,  I  have  a  lar 
collection  of  wrestling  videotapes 
of  more  than  220  hours  of  main  evenf 
from  throughout  North  America  and 

senfW/??  3  Ust  °f  What  is  availa 

l?  J  +  *Ver  postaee  T°r  the 

12  page  list  to  me  at  1717  Midwester 
Parkway  #205.  Wichita  Falls,  Te?as 

t  d^.+euP°nse  t0  several  requests, 
fremrJ  haVv  a  tape  of  starcade  ’83 
Knsb?ro-  If  anyone  knows  3 

tareS6 fh  °  pirated  tha  signal  and 
asPIdwS/J°W’  Please  let  me  know 
as  I  would  be  most  interested  in 

workmg  out  any  sort  of  a  trade  to 
get  a  copy.  If  I  happen  to  get  a  ta 

nexthmonth?W '  1  11  l9t  9V9ryone  k"°» 
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1983  IN  REVIEW 


NOTEj  Instead  of  writing  an  article  covering  the  past  year,  I  thought  it  would  . 
be  far  more  valuable  to  do  a  January  through  November  chronological  history 
covering  as  many  high  points  as  possible  of  the  past  year.  Because  most  of  the 
December  '83  news  is  in  the  Wrestling  Notebook  section,  it's  not  included  here 


JANUARY 

1— SAN  ANTONIO:  Tully  Blanchard  wins  Southwest  title  in  elimination  tournev 
pinning  Bob  Sweetan  in  the  finals  y 

4— TOKYO:  Killer  Khan  turns  on  partner  Seiji  Sakaguchi  in  a  tag  team  match 
against  Masa  Saito  &  Riki  Chosyu.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  core  which 
was  later  to  become  the  Revolutionary  Army  and  open  up  a  new  era  in  Jaoanese 
wrestlijmg  promotion  ^ 

10 —  MEMPHIS: .  Nick  Bockwinkel  pinned  Jerry  Lawler  to  "regain"  the  AWA  belt 
as  comedian  Andy  Kaufman,  in  a  mummy  outfit  disguised  as  Jimmy  Hart,  and 
Hart  himself,  distracted  and  unnerved  Lawler 

17 —  MEMPHIS:  Jerry  Lawler  and  new  baby  face  Sweet  Brown  Sugar  (Koko  Ware) 

are  disq.  in  what  of  the  greatest  brawls  of  the  year  against  Bobby  Eaton  & 
Sabu  the  Wildman  (see  match  of  month) 

17  SYRACUSE:  The  WWF's  #1  baby  face,  Jimmy  Snuka ,  is  arrested  in  a  motel  room 
after  brawling  with  nine  police  officers,  two  attack  dogs,  etc.  after  his 
girlfriend  Nancy  Argentina  was  heard  screaming  by  the  motel  manager.  The 
incident  made  several  newspapers  including  "Sporting  News"  and  is  thought 
by  many  to  be  the  reason  Snuka  didn’t  win  either  the  Intercontinental  or 
WWF  crowns  during  ’83 

21 — DALLAS :  Terry  Gordy  pinned  Kevin  Von  Erich  to  win  the  American  title 

21- -ST.  LOUIS:  Kerry  Von  Erich  won  the  Missouri  State  title  from  Harley  Race 

in  a  match  where  the  belt  could,  and  did,  change  hands  via  DQ 

22 —  NEW  YORK:  Don  Muraco  pins  Pedro  Morales  to  win  the  Intercontinental  title. 

It  was  the  first  pinfall  loss  Morales  had  suffered  at  Madison  Square  Garden 
in  18  years. 

30—  CHARLOTTE:  Dory  Funk  wins  the  Mid-Atlantic  title  from  Jack  Brisco 

31 —  MEMPHIS:  Terry  Funk,  in  his  final  Memphis  appearence,  teams  with  long-time 
enemy  Jerry  Lawler  &  Sweet  Brown  Sugar  to  win  a  brutal  Texas  Death  Match 
from  Sabu  the  Wildman  (Cocoa  Samoa)  &  Bobby  Eaton  &  Carl  Fergie 

FEBRUARY 

4— DALLAS:  Ric  Flair  pinned  Terry  Gordy  to  retain  the  World's  title 
9 — MIAMI  BEACH:  The  Midnight  Rider  (Dusty  Rhodes)  pinned  Ric  Flair  in  a 
World's  title  match  refereed  by  NWA  president  Bob  Geigel.  Rhodes  was 
under  suspension  and  by  unmasking  would  theoretically  be  banned  for  one 
year  world-wide.  He  refused  to  unmask  in  the  dressing  room  for  Geigel 
who  then  struck  the  match  from  the  record  books,  giving  Flair  the  title  back. 
The  match  drew  a  record  indoor  crowd  and  gate  in  Miami  Beach. 

11—  ST.  LOUIS:  In  a  oard  televised  back  to  Japan,  World's  champ  Ric  Flair  went 
to  a  60  minute  draw  with  Bruiser  Brody,  Giant  Baba  regained  the  Pacific 
Federation  title  from  Harley  Race  and  Missouri  State  champ  Kerry  Von  Erich 
pinned  U.S.  champion  Greg  Valentine  before  18,000  fans— the  largest  St. 

Louis  crowd  in  '83 

14 — ORLANDO:  Ric  Flair  retained  the  World's  title  going  to  a  double  count  out 
with  Andre  the  Giant 

18 —  DALLAS:  The  first-ever  meeting  of  Freebirds  vs.  Von  Erichs  6  man  style 
saw  the  Von  Erichs  win  out  in  a  sold  out  Sportatorium 

18 — NEW  YORK: .  Bob  Backlund  was  disq.  in  his  WWF  title,  match  with  Don  Muraco, 
which  finished  with  the  ridiculous  and  unforgettable  "CALL  SECURITY!" 
scene  with  Kal  Rudman 

20 — TORONTO:  Ric  Flair  retained  his  World's  title  pinning  Terry  Funk,  a  last- 
minute  sub  for  Roddy  Piper  who  was  stranded  in  Puerto  Rico 

25 — ALLENTOWN:  Rocky  Johnson  appeared  to  win  the  Intercontinental  title  from 

Don  Muraco,  only  to  have  the  decision  announced  as  a  DQ  later  in  the  program. 
This  was  about  the  only  match  in  a  forgettable  feud  worthy  of  mention 

25— TOKYO:  Jumbo  Tsuruta  pinned  Tommy  Rich  to  retain  the  United  National  crown 

on  the  same  program  where  Atsushi  Onita  retained  the  International  jr. 
crown  in  a  double  count  out  with  Dos  Caras  and  Kabuki  DDQ  Tiger  Jeet  Singh 

28r*-SAN  ANTONIO:  Bob  Sweetan  won  the  Southwest  title  from  Tully  Blanchard  in 
a  cage  match  where  he  vowed  to  leave  town  if  he  had  lost 


„  „  „  MARCH 

5--SAN  DIEGO:  The  WWF  made  its  first  West  Coast  invasion  with  a  Bnttlp 

*1°  G^ant1  fce£ofe  5.000  fans.  They  debuted  before  l.Zlo  thf 
ft  at?™?™™*  1^v.L°l  Angeles  Wlth  Andre  winning  another  Battle  Royal 

the  horribie 

from  Sgt.  Slaughter  &  Don  Kernodle  inside  a  case  f*?pp  mntoh  +v!  lx7®v 

12— BALTIMORE:  Almost  immediately  after  winning  the  tag  belts  Sika  thp°?th 

Sr  3  - 

b“Lt Ibises  3  replaoe",ent-  W  *>™i  out  to  be  ane  of  the  yea 5“ 


WiiiWRo™rs  ColiseS6to  seeSthe'Freebi?drer;i"  *5?  °ity  <8’200>  sold  out 
against  the  Von  Erichs  Praeblrds  retain  their  WCWA  6  man  belts 

of  the  North  A^kcan"??  tie  U  tourn^iecce?!;  ln  the  final® 

under  a  mask)  returned  the  belt  +r>y+v!fCCeSlt^ed  when  stagger  Lee  (Dog 
snitched  to  his  pa"?e  o«icer  "  TJe  bef?  I!  bacause  "Ted  MBias! 

2i~«s&S.tl,;1?in£Sli  »hr  D°* ™  olXilVtoZt^16  up  b™  the  raf 

Taylor  '  66  turned  heel  winninS  the  Southern  title  from  Terry 

*tt  S°uth*est  tag°titleaonethe  USAhnetiork^Af ter"th  TheGraPPlcrs  to  win 

be^^tHnr*2  With  a  titla  ^  °«  a  feud 

29'-£winTAiheK;i^Lrnar0tSiP:nn^0XsUl»s^^rftLaLt^  hi”  **»  a  chai, 

25— nIw’yorki"  sss  ssto  for 

25-15?  ZEr^S-k?  *•£?  2.IK  fetch*1*  ^  "eU  ln  advanca  ^ain 

27— TORONTO:  'Ricky  Steamboat**!*3 Vo^Erich  to  retain  the  World’s  title 
Kernodle  to  retain  the  NWA  ta^+i  +iingv1?od  do^ned  Sgt.  Slaughter  &  Don 
the  World's  title  «  ®77  fans.  r!c  Flair  ?etain< 

EL,  i?aide  a  oaSe  oo-feature.  The  tag  title  boi 

Keirn,  each  putting^phthei rShair1shla?/i0n  bouts  ever  sent  Stan  Lane  &  Ste\ 
Man tell ,  who  was  to  throw  $5  000  t^th^  one  °f  them  lose,  teamed  with  Dutc 
0.  who  if  he  was  pinned  would  ?orce  aU  E  Pinned'  and  Steve 

saw  Jesse  Barr,  who  would  toss  nnn  ftf  to  leave  town.  The  oppositior 
to  the  crowd  if  he  were  oinnpri  Cornette’s  mother’s  money 

and  his  wife  Linda’s  hai?  at  stake  ifV1?*  idria"  Street  who  put  both  his 
defeat  would  send  all  four  heel^packin!  l0Tni^  ari?e  Sheepherders  whose 
Pinned  sending  Barr,  street.  Lind£  and  Ihe  lhelpher5ersSo:?Uo?  IVn^ 

l'  in“°iagWmatchSwhJre°{!emtndnKanSroMHakh?USt?lned  leg  and  neclc  injuries 

Dynamite  Kid  a  d  Kantaro  Hoshino  lost  to  Bobby  Gaetano  & 

Kevin  had  tosse^Plai^ove^the  top  ripir  i°- 3  W°r^d  title  match,  however 
decision  was  reversedrby''?rilinal0?erB?onlniT0Vrh0r  t0  the  Pin'and  HV 

matchaVld  Mannln«-  Td-  (*.Si&rl.S^S1£b3STSi;»t^ck. 

J;;|eYS;F  P^ina™i  in  -  i».r.dui.  match  to  win 

ConwIyPJ?T'toT^dnDt®3a^.d4s®^  0iympia  defeated  Mr.  Wrestling  II  4  Tiger 

excellent  team,  but  due  to  unf^rlnlt^ciJcumst  n3Se  fi01y®Pi*  made  an 
mam  eventers  and  DiBiase's  brniron  Je«^irc^St  nces  ('terrible  baby  face 
,  their  title  reign  wasJ'  a  h?nd  suffer^  in  a  fight  with  a  fan) 

14—  TOKYO:  Stan  Hansen  and  TerryP?Snk  battled  p°te^ial.  would  indicate 
1-  m^ngrU?SOmely  brutal  encounter  battled  to  a  do^le  disqualification 

»ith  HectSjeJue^re?o!  ^Ai^wasn’  t'abL^t  treakS  his  le^  in  a  ^atch 

15-  a  rVdMr  a"“~tthe  remalndar 

i6~^r s^siy . ha jsssiri's* town  u'ba  fro” Greg  Valentine  in  a  bout 

American  title  before  21' ^001atethe1s,  01y?pia  t0  win  the  vacant  North 
out  When  earlier  that  card  he  and  5ed  ‘ h  ^mpla  had^tired  hiSself 

i6  ti/rain  -  5 

;1amp?U^hipJerry  Bladk“alb  pi-d  Kerry  Von  Erich  to  win  the  Missouri  Stat 
cZ  TOKYO »  The  war  between  Dory  &  Terrv  p.mir  p  • 

21  5n™nnUet,,ith  Brody  4  Hanuen  winniL  via  00R  fn^T  J°dy  &  Stan 
the  World '  s  jr.  title  (s^e  Satch  o?  thl  ItnSJ  ^  incr?dihie  match  fo? 
match  with  Masa  Saito  and  !  e  «  l S?*1  Min?ng  a  loser  leaves  town 

2h-i?!1^!L?UtAr?nir^°Slye»LaUt^~HhaU  at  ^O^r^^df0  Pin"ad  PaUl  °™de^ 

minutes  after  pinning  Nick  Bockwinkei^- nlth  «wlk  Hogan  getting  DQ'd  several 
Stanley  BlackbSrn  fo?  tissinl^ NlJklJer ^the  title  match  b*  P?el?dei 
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30- 

1- 

1- 


1— 


2- 
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9- 
10- 

10— 


11— 

11— 

13- 
15- 
20- 
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22— 


26— 


2— 


2— 


6— 


’theTti'nnBSnnSSr  ?rodX  S,?t!n  Hansen  downed  Giant  Baba  4  Jumbo  Tsuruta  to  win 

•ATLANTA?'  NWA  owSfd^n^Bo^r  *ea?  t?ufnamTent  ln,tha  championship  match 
ajjainia1  inwa  president  Bob  Geigel  strips  Larry  Zbyszko  of  the  National 

£  iakp6?we  ??u  Can’?  bUy  3  belt-‘  «  took  theyNWA  president  six  weeks 

make  that  ruling  during  which  time  Zbyskko  had  been  defending  the  belt 

MAY 

S’at^hT^LIgl^g™  °niVerSal  tltla  fr°”>  E1  Ca"a*  before 

‘A^ANTA!  Flair  wen*  to  a  double  disq.  with  Tony  Atlas  in  a  match 

titT'p1Ste+  by  b?J6r  E^nie  Shavers .  Atlas  also  beat  Flair  in  several  non- 
title  bouts  on  the  subsequent  Northern  tour  Beinf?  thsa+  m 

KsUn^-r^;  naiura11^  tdere "we re'no  Ti\ll  ^aSchesnderS°n 

?hat  ?C°?le-in  ?  0age  ra?toh  lor  the  “A  ta6  Belts  with  the  sttiJlatfons 
losin?  t®?m  could  never  tag  up  again.  The  semi-final  saw  Gres 
Valentine  regain  the  U.S.  title  from  Roddy  Pioer  in  a  bout  estnrmoH  >.r  g 
P  per  suffered  an  "ear  injury”  allowing  tLm  ?o  cintinSHhf  ??Sd 

ti  ?ana  The  crowd  was  only  6,200  for  this  card  because  the 

tag  title  feud  climaxed  six  weeks  earlier  e  xne 

MEMPHIS i  Comedian  Andy  Kaufman  returned  to  team  with  the  Colossus  nf  Dpq+Vi 

^hukeT Meyers  ^?d®r.a  mask)  in  a  handicap  bout  with  Jerry  Lawler,  which  ended 
Piledrived  and  pinned  the  Colossus  before  8,000  fans  *  d  d 
MINNEAPOLIS:  Sheik  Adnan  El-Kaissey  and  his  "broken  arm"  offered  BnKhv 

presidentdof6Lib?aeif  Iff0,000  ^**2*  raise d  b*  M°hammar  Khadaffy,  the 

nt  °l  blbya  ij  Patera  would  become  the  third  Sheik.  This  ridieul cue; 

MEMPHIS  listen  ft  ^l1  Tth  w  s®veral  other  circuits  followed  the  lead 

PORTLAND:  SRoddv  S?  &  J?Ck£e+KargC\  bea *  The  Moondogs  (see  match  of  month) 
ruKiLAND:  Roddy  Piper  took  the  only  fall  from  Ric  Flair  within  rmo  vL,,!/ 

??fS£n25e  largest  crowd  <5,320)  ever  to  witness SresSinJ  S  ShS^sh  Citv 
ALLENTOWN:  23-year-old  wrestler  Eddie  Gilbert  received  severe  neck  injuries 
in  a  car  accident  after  the  Allemtown  tapings.  Miraculously,  Gilbert 
recovered  in  just  a  few  months  time  and  returned  to  the  ring,  and  this 
injury  was  exploited  down  the  road  6 

ALLENTOWN:  Nancy  Argentina,  Jimmy  Snuka’s  girlfriend  died  in  Snuka's 
motel  room.  Snuka  was  never  charged  in  this  incident  which  was  ruled 
accidental.  Nevertheless  the  bad  publicity  further  damaged  Snuka's 
reputation  throughout  the  WWF  6  a  s 

R?ddy  Piper  again  Pinned  Ric  Flair*  «ho  had  his  foot  on  the  ropes  • 

So?<JTutdetheSCent:rSA”narSed'  ^  3  fal1  W°rld  titla  "'ateh- 

^■.L0HIx*  Harley  Race  Pinned  Jerry  Blackwell  to  win  the  Missouri  State 
T3nQoinMbe n°re i jbbe  sma^--*-es't  Kiel  Auditorium  crowd  since  World  War  II  (i  ‘bQo) 

Stretcher°matchaC°  finlshed  off  his  feud  »lth  R”ky  Johnson  winning  a’59  > 

HOUSTON:  Nick  Bockwinkel  and  Bob  Backlund  appeared  on  the  same  card  with 

Nick  pinning  Dusty  Rhodes  due  to  interference  of  Ted  DiBiase  and  Backlund 
pinning  Afa  the  Samoan.  Backlund  wouldn't  appear  unless  he  could  brinP  in 

L?chLerr!)  :fthtler  f0r  him  t0  "TOrk"  (I  heSitate  Backlund^s 

HOUSTON^  Southwest  Championship  Wrestling's  "World"  title  tourney  ended 
with  Adrian  Adonis  pinning  Bob  Orton  in  the  finals  of  a  seven-match  tournev 
Gino  Hernandez  pinned  Tully  Blanchard  in  the  co-feature  which  drew l?700 
fans  as  the  local  fans  were  apparently  turned  off  by  Blanchard  and  companies 
extravagant  claims  about  the  tournyy  and  refused  to  turn  their  back  over 
then-popular  promoter  Paul  Boesch  0  er 

FT.  WORTH:  Southwest's  first  foray  into  the  heart  of  Von  Erich  territory 

Tillv3BlaI!cha?dW?JiCh  included  Adonis  vs-  Terry  Funk,  Gino  Hernandez  vs 

^chard  in  a  cage  and  Bob  Sweetan  vs.  Bob  Orton  draw  only  300  fans 

Southwest  s  next  two  shows  in  the  Metroplex  did  almost  as  well,  pulling  * 
m  125  and  31  respectively  F  1  ^ 

KYOTO:  Chavo  Guerrero  pinned  Ultra  7  to  win  the  International  jr.  title 
tournament  neccesitated  by  Atsushi  Onita’s  broken  leg  J  16 

JUNE 

TOKYO:  Before  a  sellout  crowd  at  the  huge  Kuramae  Kokugian  and  a  national 
TV  audience  of  36  million,  Hulk  Hogan  knocked  Antonio  Inoki  unconcious 

iWGP  ”W^ld”  tltle  tourney-  inoki  wag  planned°to  win 
this  match  and  it  took  more  than  ten  minutes  before  a  shocked  referee  Pete 
Takahashi  awarded  the  bout  to  a  stunned  Hogan.  Tiger  Mask  regained  thp 

'?ltle  ?in?ing  ?unlaki  Ko^yBShi  in  a  Sfnsati^ariei?!?i^l  ' 
f Jerry  Ea*le r  Pln”ed  Bl11  Dundee  to  win  the  Southern  title  in 
first  of  a  week-long  series  of  loser  leave  town  no  DQ  matches.  The 

man  hS/)WKS  aS+ueli  Pr°®oted  as  any  series  of  matches  all  year  because  both 
men  had  been  the  two  biggest  area  stars  for  eight  years.  They  drew  ?ecoJd 
crowds  almost  every  night  of  the  week  including  li  300  in  ° 

ernational  champioR  wKiie  Jumbo  Tsunuta  pinned  Roddy  Piper  in  the  semi 

5 


Thersey'  P^k°bh^l'^u^"nadni«ht!rbMtiH|  llmlv  Jrnhth?  Natlonal  title 
8-?S!yo  Pei"  hfs  bef0re  4’000  ”y  RlCh>  Stan  Hanaa" 

p\v F5* oft°hrtrai 
n-iffl;  ira  ^t:2tFFs?^  than  anyone  in 

Ch.  17  as  National  tag  team  chamninn  nitllmi  ’  sbow  UP  in  the  studios  of 

u-MRtt*iS?“S,2SS,Sdl3ar’**?f  *aa-  riors  became  the  most 

in  a  tremendous  match  losing  to1CurieHN°r-:h,,f.Si-'  teaming  with  Buddy  Rose 

at*“!»d  Raaa  whoeiost  tte  Jack-  «ter  Re  match 

12~«XIcS crn’ll"  janblt°ryin6  UP  ^boy  ^  ^  J°lned  "lth  «P  Oliver 

bltJe  before  more  than  30*000  fan^at  th^i^n  J1?  to  regain  the  Univer 
IVIask  pinned  The  Fishman  in  a  jr  title tSa+Sh11^g5t  arena  in  Mexico.  Tige 

13-lA00NdAaN?oSo,maiul!rBnLnch  rd  '  ""  ^  °ne-flfth  af 

1?  MLLA§1S  rnag6r’  Chris  ^  hit  lwle?antwlthth1?ltle  fr°m  Bob  Sweetan 

17—  DALLAS:  A  record  crowd  of  19  i \n  fill \th  hls  purse 

in  area  history,  saw  Bruiser  Brodvrp?n.^  6  ia^est  indoor  sports  crowd 
to  down  Michael  Haves  &  Tomr  r  ^  return  and  team  with  Kerry  Von  fh  oh 
Other  bouts  included  new  Sorld  eh  ^  ^  £in  the  African  ta^team  tit?e 

Nat?hnVi’a+^Q  ’  Jumbo  Tsuruta  pinningPTed  DiBi«y  R+Ce  beatinS  Kevin  Von 
National  title  in  the  best  bn..+  lf+l d  Please  to  retain  his  United 

2s2S.5SE*rt“i5°-1KS"*”ns-i> 

Assassin  (David  Patterson)  VfrV  raatch.'  champions  Rip  Oliver  &  The 
when  Dynamite  Kid  interfered  Buddv ’  against  Curt  Hennig  &  Billy  Jack 

18- l?d  £*£  eifht  years  2tteto“  l-tLrf  rving  »a""ig  4  JaL 

vl’rt  t°UI?.!  Former  St.  Louis  Wrestling  r?n^  g  ?d  guy 

a?  "ssm 

BKs^&ta, 

the  established  Bob  Geigel  urnL+i  dham  started  appearing  regularly  fm- 
more  than  4.000  which  i?  L£^  ^10n  a  few  weeks  later.  The  ca?d  i  ! 

19  ORLANDO «  iA  a  World  title  ma^hT+C°nsidering  he  hab  no  television 
referee  Ron  Bass  jumped  off  th^t^  6^  Harley  Race  and  Dusty  Rhodes 
the  figure  four  after  44  minutes  of  non6S  +Pt°  Rhodes  who  had  Race  in’ 

1^  ATLANTA?m°Buzz  S^ye^^e^ StS  gSk  °ff  & 

ie~ass»Si^tj.a;d2e?  «°s?h.sci,tes in  a  ioser  ia-as  atraP 

26-l?eapASat  Vay  YSungbb°ad  ib^har^u^edTnt?8  tealntbelte  Ricky 

oi.  PAUL:  Jerry  BiacirWG-i -i  o  «■  turned  into  a  great  technical  foi./ 

30  ^  beltS  Whe"  Shei?  4d"a"0^^Se4Gnfu%?  Brunzei"2611 

3o--sf  oIW!  SuPer  Cestroyer  won  the  tourney  for  the  vacant  centr;;  states 

DQ'd  before  13,000  fans.  Thev  mp+mat°h  W^th  Harley  Face  saw  Flair  eat 

2-LOS  AR^RbRsV1^AnCincredible^doubleeDQhbet°r”'°^  Car°UnaS 

Slaughter  drew  9,100  fans  %h2  i1  0(3  be tween  Bob  Backlund  and  Set 

4-^^^  in  ’ 

3:^*  oiabo^  ^•y-r-ihfg  sj/- 

GarTin  t0  Wln  the  Texas  irS«“:5S,tSr“nS?  woul°hd  Een 


_^ave  for  a  day  and  Michael  Hayes  pinned  King  Parsons  to  retain  his  hair 
The  segment  shown  a  few  weeks  later  with  Garvin  and  Sunshine  as  David's  slave 
may  have  been  the  funniest  wrestling  segment  of  the  year  (at  least  outside  of 
the  Jarrett  circuit) 

7— TOKYO »  Tiger  Mask  made  his  debut  with  his  new  outfit  after  his  old  costume 
was  abandoned  when  the  creator  of  his  comic  strip  and  TV  cartoon  was 
arrested  for  assault  and  threatening  assault.  He  pinned  Isamu  Teranishi 
while  Riki  Chosyu  downed  Tatsumi  Fujinami  via  DQ  to  keep  the  Int  belt 
11  MEMPHISi  The  strangest  main  event  pairing  of  the  year/a  talentiess 

amd  highly-obnoxious  comedian  (Andy  Kaufman)  against  a  former  recording 
star  turned  excellent  wrestling  manager  (Jimmy  Hart) 

10  TORONTO :  An  outdoor  show  headlined  by  Ric  Flair  beating  Harley  Race  via 
DQ  drew  20,700  fans  paying  a  record  $234,000 
11— EAST  RUTHERFORD:  The  largest  indoor  sports  crowd  in  the  history  of  New 
Jersey  saw  Bob  Backlund  pin  Sgt.  Slaughter  in  a  Death  match  and  Andre  the 
Giant  win  a  cage  match  from  John  Studd — more  than  21,400 
15— ST.  LOUIS:  Ric  Flair  won  the  Missouri  State  championship  tourney  scoring 
successive  wins  over  George  Welles,  Butch  Reed  and  David  Von  Erich 

15 —  WINNIPEG:  Ken  Patera  &  Jerry  Blackwell  dropped  their  first  tag  match, 
a  non-title  match  against  quintagenerians  Verne  Gagne  &  Mad  Dog  Vachon 
the  110-year-old  tag  team 

16- -NEW  ORLEANS:  Bitch  Reed  won  the  North  American  title  from  Junkyard  Dog 

in  a  bout  where  King  Kong  Bundy  and  Buzz  Sawyer  both  interfered  before 
20,600  at  the  Superdome.  Hacksaw  Jim  Duggan  pinned  Ted  DiBiase  in  the 
final  event  on  the  card,  a  lights  out  grudge  match 
18  MEMPHIS i  Andy  Kaufman  &  Jerry  Lawler  agree  to  team  up,  when  Kaufman 
signs  a  contract  stating  he  will  never  enter  a  wrestling  ring  again, 
against  Jimmy  Hart  &  The  Assassin.  Kaufman  winds  up  throwing  powder  into 
Lawler's  eyes  in  less  than  three  minutes 
23--LAND0VER :  Don  Muraco  and  Jimmy  Snuka  battle  to  a  double  DQ  in  probably 

the  best  match  of  a  long  series  before  a  sellout  19,800,  with  no  undercard 

30 —  NEW  YORK:  Don  Muraco  and  Jimmy  Snuka' s  first  Madison  Square  Garden  match 
draws  27,000  and  a  record  gate.  Perhaps  Backlund's  worst-ever  title  match 
with  George  Steele  was  a  co-feature 

31 —  ATLANTA:  Roddy  Piper  beats  Buzz  Sawyer  via  DQ  before  the  largest  Omni 
crowd  of  the  year  9,000.  The  Road  Warriors  upset  NWA  tag  team  champions 
Jack  &  Jerry  Brisco 

31 — MINNEAPOLIS:  Hulk  Hogan,  who  vowed  to  never  wrestle  in  the  AWA ,  was 

attacked  by  Masa  Saito  who  threw  salt  in  his  eyes  and  broke  a  trophy  over 
his  head.  Hogan  naturally  announced  shortly  after  his  return,  and  his 
bouts  with  ^aito  drew  large  crowds  throgghout  the  AWA 


AUGUST 

4 —  TOKYO:  Tatsumi  Fujinami  regains  the  WWF  Int.  title  from  Riki  Chosyu 
via  count  out  after  suplexing  him  on  the  arena  floor  before  13,000 

fans  selling  out  the  Sumo  Gym  and  a  $280,000  gate.  A  grudge  death  match 
saw  Rusher  Kimura  pin  Animal  Hamaguchi  when  Isamu  Teranishi  interfered 
and  what  turned  out  to  be  the  final  match  for  Tiger  Mask,  who  pinned 
Teranishi 

5 —  ST.  LOUIS:  Harley  Race  won  a  best-of- three  fall  match  from  Ric  Flair 
before  8,000  fans 

10 — MIAMI  BEACH:  Harley  Race  drew  a  record  $103, 000  indoor  gate  for  his 

title  defense  against  Barry  Windham,  which  Race  won  via  DQ.  Dusty  Rhodes 
St  Blackjack  Mulligan  beat  Elijah  Akeera  &  Kareem  Muhammaed  inside  a  cage 

10 — TOKYO:  Tiger  Mask  took  off  his  tpwnask  and  went  by  his  name  of  Satoru 
Sayama,  announcing  his  retirement  from  wrestling.  He  refused  to  give 
any  details  of  why  because  it  would  be  better  if  the  fans  didn't  know. 

Of  course,  every  fan  in  Japan  found  out  very  shortly  the  why's 

12 — DALLAS:  The  Freebirds  regained  the  WCWA  6  man  title  before  a  sellout 
crowd  at  the  Sportatorium  beating  The  Von  Erichs  when  Buddy  Roberts 
used  a  loaded  headgear  on  Kerry 

20 —  SAN  ANTONIO:  Dick  Murdoch  pinned  Adrian  Adonis  on  a  flop  of  an  outdoor 
card  which  drww  800  in  a  match  where  the  Southwest  version  of  the  World 
title  was  declared  vacant  because  Murdoch  hadn't  signed  for  the  match. 
Adonis  promptly  left  the  area,  and  mercifully  the  title  was  done  away  with 

21 —  GREENSBORO:  Great  Kabuki  beat  Jimmy  Valiant  in  a  loser  leaves  town 
match.  Valiant  prompty  dons  a  mask  as  Charlie  Brown  from  Outta  Town 

25 — TOKYO:  The  NJWA ,  in  many  ways  the  most  successful  promotion  during  the 
year,  had  its  wrestlers  band  together  and  threaten  to  quit  and  form 
their  own  group  unless  Antonio  Inoki  was  deposed  as  president,  Seiji 
Sakaguchi  as  Vice  president  atW  Hisashi  Shinma  and  chairman  of  the 
board.  This  did  happen.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the  movement  was  Tstaumi 
Fujinami,  who  in  the  ring  was  Inoki's  tag  partner.  Much  bad  publicity 
hampered  the  NJWA  over  the  next  two  months  until  Inoki  and  Sakaguchi 
regained  control,  however  Shinma,  the  brains  behind  the  success,  was 
unable  to  return 

25— VANCOUVER:  Andre  the  Giant  won  a  Battle  Royal  before  10,000  fans,  the 
largest  crowd  in  seven  years.  Nick  Bockwinkel  retained  the  AWA  belt 
beating  Ifevid  Schults  and  Dynamite  Kid  retained  the  World  Mid-heavy 


beating  Gama  Singh 

l7::SIL°?TE:Ji?„SaSoSfc^pP“l|??  $"  *  !<».«  town  cage  match 

Bob^rton  ?S  ?hS  ^ 

28~*S*g5T  The  ll S  36  V S? 

28  ?ooSSt  Z1  t?g  $ha”Pions  Jack  4  Jerry  Brisco  '  1  *  tornad°  “t< 

match^C  see  mateh^fmoMhfaloL^itr  jLbo  T™?"*8”  T^ry  F“nk's  retirement 

tltlt  ^inni^aafpuchi  BrUlSer  Br°dy  and  Chavo^uerrerrieteineS^e3 Ire"31 


5"Sai|?yredr£" 

,r™i*  VXS^S  win  the  Northwest  tlbla 

avenging 'a  ^ftE^lSS  ^ristmas^hich1?  I  leaVeS  t0"n  match- 

16  It  t£oti?|dni|ht-a1^r  early  in  the  yaar  y  t0  masquerade 

Se  SStnsLM;--*"' falls  *- Rld  Fia^  *• 

to^a^O^Mnute1  drawee  fore  §fJSS  ^SS^S,  ^  a -cabln-tlti.  match 
Morales  kept  the  N0rth  American  titio  °berto  Clemente  Coliseum.  Pedro 
Tonga  beat  Dory  Funk  to  keen  the  Pner-t-r^R • ing  k1?  ,F^a^r  v^-a  DQ  *  King  Kong 

22-TSSoAbd!1iah.?h¥  ?Sa  clnlTlTt  RlCan  belt  and  Andre  the  Gia*X 

24- PORmiN”*1  6ndine  th6ir  °f 

to  become  an  evangalilt.  '  SavSg^was^nvoive^in^oth1^8?11116! business 

25- .ST?  PA?L:  a°,hiS  leavin« Ihi  wSeS?6”81  Pr°ra°tiona 

and  Bobby  Heenan,  went  at°itawitheHeeSfntJet+^°r  16  years>  Blackjack  Lanz 
25— ATLANTA:  Brett  wl,l\  c  X  .  Heenan  getting  connted  out 

title,  after  Siih  !Svszkne«reSner  Larry.z»ysz'«>  to  win  the  National 
29 — SAN  JOSE,  The  WWF  mad  c  fi  d  once  again  from  wrestling 

AWA.  The  s™w  W*h  SuracJ  vs0!™?™  nd1ioarnia  d|butl  <=»«“engiI«  the 
a  terrible  rainstorm  aVa  blseban  pa?k  ”  VS  StUdd  dre’"  2'000  in 


f rom^Jack^i  Jer^yB?is?ob°at  *  Jay  Yourieblood  regained  the  NWA  tag  belts 
manager* of ^Jerry^awler  ?“°f "  ?abut?d  i"  a  wrestling  sense,  as  the 

8- -CINCINNATI?  lincfSctehJn^sX  baavy«epbts  Ser?reb28?oSf  ??nsCaraS 

8--pa0^AdNSrO^5SrRoSriea^,;a^Si!nVO23°erP"a«"dyean^ 

8 — ST.  LOUIS,  Hulk  Hog?n  be^t  Ha??e3  oKld  ^  a^afr  vs-  hAir  match  y 

interest  in  Japan  because  it  yia  DQ  m  a  battle  which  had  mor 

6,000  fans  andPwas  made  a  o^e-?aU  even?^  tW°  *'°£ld  charaPio''a •  It  dr?? 
Pin,  even  for  a  fall  6  ent  because  Hogan  refused  to  take  a 

;!"agTe  3T2SS;  aES?tR?^ac?e  ST’S/1""1  «f  wrestling  died  at  the 

North  American  SStU  KgSS^A^in JP?arently  losa  "he 
then  Reed  &  Jim  Neidhart  L  +hl,Aw-  inoa  bput  officiated  by  Junkyard  Dog, 
13 — KANSAS  CITY.  One  fall  ~  “iv  tag  belts  off  T.A.  4  Jim  Owk 

14'itcu?i0«se?ouDSreanrL;r??e£¥  rded  ^ 

i7-®r?0Rr°DoTrs?ricrvn?  ^-a  wit?BSisee?i?oSUe  inbar^«p 

21  RICHMOND,  Jack  4  Jerry  Bri^r^riLd"*?,,0™?  lS6e  r"atcb  of  month) 

?i  nwMiamb0at  &  Jay  Youngblood  S  thS  tag  belts  from  Ricky 

"awa  drew  re?r»2l  fo?“JtrBarilStR1?iS!0yal-before  a  sellout  .crowd, 

Hogan  over  the  next  few  week!— 18  lOO^ln3!?63  Wlth  Andre  ^  Hulk 

23--ATLANTA?0°Biii?dnasrthe1finally  83 

Butt  Sawyer  in  .  “  ^ 


ft 


the  two  were  re-matched  a  couple  of  times  after  that  before  Buzz  turned 
baby  face 

24  FT.  WORTH:  Sunshine  and  Jimmy  Garvin  split  up  over  a  loss  and  the  allusion 
of  an  affair  between  Garvin  and  a  girl  called  Precious,  touching  off 
the  most  unique  feud  of  the  year 

26— SHREVEPORT:  Junkyard  Dog  regained  the  North  American  belt  from  Butch  Read 
in  a  bout  with  Dusty  Rhodes  as  referee.  Reed’s  earlier  loss  to  T. A .  and 
Magmum’s  subsequent  loss  to  Niccoli  Volkoff  were  overruled  without  anv 
intelligent  reason  given  J 

29 — MEMPHIS:  Ken  Raper  &  Robert  Reed,  a  pair  of  worthless  TV  jobbers  won  the 
CWA  tag  belts  from  The  Assassins.  As  bad  as  it  sounds,  it  was  actually 
a  quite  good  sequence.  The  Assassins  regained  the  belts  two  days  later  in 
a  bout  which  Jimmy  Hart  vowed  to  shave  his  head  if  they  wouldn’t  win 

29 — ST.  LOUIS:  Larry  Matysik  promoted  his  final  show  with  Bruiser  Brody  pinning 
Niccoli  Volkoff.  Brody  wound  up  working  for  Matysik' s  rival  Bob  Geigel 
within  days.  Terry  Gordy  and  Terry  Taylor  among  others,  were  no-shows 
after  agreeing  to  appear 


NOVEMBER 

3- -T0KY0:  The  Cobra,  brought  in  as  a  replacement  for  Tiger  Mask,  won  the 

World's  jr.  title  pinning  an  excellent  Davey-Boy  Smith  for  Tiger's  vacated 
belt.  Cobra  did  not  go  over  well  with  the  crowd  and  returned  to  Canada 
after  the  match 

4—  ST.  LOUIS:  David  Von  Erich  pinned  Ric  Flair  to  keep  the  Missouri  crown 

5  ATLANTA :  Buzz  Sawyer  officially  turned  heel  as  Ole  Anderson,  true  to  form, 
ruined  a  potentially  spectacular  occurence 

,6  ATLANTA :  Harley  Race  was  advertised  by  Ole  Anderson  to  headline  the  Omni 
but  was  never  actually  booked.  He  was  replaced  by  Ted  DiBiase  who  was 
booked  but  not  advertised.  Refunds  weren't  offered 

10—  KANSAS  CITY:  The  largest  crowd  in  five  years  (2,78l)  saw  Harley  Race  keep 
the. World's  title  beating  Ted  DiBiase,  Bruiser  Brody  DDQ  Kimala  and  Ric 
Flair  use  the  figure  four  on  Mr.  Wrestling  II 

11—  TOKYO:.  Antonio  Inoki  and  Seiji  Sakaguchi  regained  their  positions  of 
power  in  the  NJWA  hierarchy 

14 —  PHOENIX:  The  AWA  debuted  with  Hulk  Hogan  not  only  pinning  Jerry  Blackwell 
after  a  bodyslam,  but  winning  the  Battle  Royal  to  get  a  shot  at  Nick 
Bockwinkel  which  didn't  materialize 

15 —  ALLENTOWN:  Tony  Atlas  &  Rocky  Johnson  won  the  WWF  tag  belts  from  The 
Samoans 

18 — NEW  ORLEANS:  The  smallest  Super  dome  crowd  ever  of  8,000  saw  Juhkyard 

Dog  paint  a  yellow  streak  on  Butch  Reed’s  back  after  winning  their  title  bo-u 

18 — CLEVELAND:  Ted  DiBiase  pinned  Brett  Sawyer  to  win  the  National  belt 

21— NEW  YORK:  Buddy  Rogers,  manager  of  Jimmy  Snuka,  who  was  set  for  a  series 
of  c oming— ou t — of — re t i reme nt  bouts  at  62 ,  was  injured  in  the  Garden  dressing 
room,  fired,  and  filed  a  lawsuit  against  Vince  McMahon.  A  WWF  first  heel 
bout  saw  Lou  Albano  protege  Don  Muraco  pin  Albano  protege  Mike  Shame 

24 — GREENSBORO:  Starcade  ’83  drew  the  largest  paid  attendance  of  more  than 
100,000  via  an  extensive  closed  circuit  network  and  a  $1.3  million  gate, 
both  shattering  every  record  in  the  book.  Ric  Flair  beat  Harley  Race 
to  win  the  World’s  title,  Ricky  Steamboat  &  Jay  Youngblood  beat  Jack  5 
Jerry  Brisco  to  win  the  NWA  tag  belts,  Roddy  Piper  won  a  dog  collar  match 
from  Greg  Valentine  in  the  highlights 

24 — ATLANTA:  Thelargest  crowd  of  the  year — 12,000 — saw  Butch  Reed  &  Pez 
Whatley  win  the  annual  tag  tourney 

24 —  DALLAS:  19,200  fans  saw  Kerry  Von  Erich  beat  Michael  Hayes  in  a  loser 
leaves  town  cage  match  and  Chris  Adams  pin  Jim  Garvin  to  win  the  American 
title 

25— -ST.  LOUIS:  Ric  Flair's  first  title  defense  saw  him  pin  David  Von  Erich 

26 —  COLUMBUS:  Ole  Anderson's  group  returns  after  a  long  absence  promising 
a  Battle  Royal,  which  never  takes  place,  as  the  main  event 

2? — CINCINNATI:  Buzz  &  Brett  Sawyer  win  the  National  tag  belts  from  the 
Road  Warriors.  For  the  next  week  the  Warriors  enter  with  the  belts 
and  lose  them  with  no  controversy  each  night,  including  Friday.  The 
Warriors  still  had  the  belts  Saturday  morning 


I  have  attempted  to  cover  as  many  of  the  important  news  items  from  January 
through  November  in  this  section.  Next  month  in  the  Observer  we  will  have 
two  similar  special  features,  1)  Detailed  Reports  on  the  match  of  the  month 
from  January  through  December  and  2)  Listings  of  the  Most  Valuable,  Most 
Outstanding,  etc.  circuit-by-circuit  for  1983* 

In  next  month's  Observer  I  hope  to  be  able  to  list  for  sale  a  special 
four-hour  1983  Wrestling  highlight  tape  I’m  going  to  try  and  produce.  I 
will  list  the  price,  what  is  on  the  tape,  etc.  when  it  is  finally  completed. 

If  anyone  has  special  matches  or  incidents  they  think  should  be  included, 
let  me  know.  Obviously  some  things  ( Inoki -Hogan ,  Snuka-Muraco ,  Freebirds- 
Von  Erichs)  will  be  on  the  tape.  Also,  the  "Pulling  No  Punches"  feature 
on  some  of  the  worsts  of  '83  will  be  next  month.  I  felt  the  column  I  replaced 
it  with  was  more  appropriate  at  this  time. 

The  next  few  pages  will  contain  the  results  of  our  annual  readership  awards 
and  ratings  along  with  a  listing  of  who  held  various  major  championships 
within  the  past  year.  o 


CHAMPIONS  OF  198? 
national  WRESTLING  alltanotc 

World ' s  -  1 .  Ric  Flair,  2.  Harley  Race, 
3*  Flair 

w°rld-s  jr  -  1.  Tiger  Mask  (vacated 

title  due  to  injury);  2.  Tiger  Mask; 
(retired);  3.  The  Cobra  or  Les 
Thornton 

Southeast »  1.  Bob  Armstrong;  2.  Jimmy 
Golden;  3.  Bob  Armstrong;  4.  Ken 

Til  0  0  m  TN  1  A 


- *  —  WiUV-.  \  V  UU  11(1 

9.  Bob  Armstrong;  10.  Jos  LeDuc; 

11.  Bob  Armstrong*  ,±. 
abamas  1.  Mr.  Olympia  (Jerry  Stubbs) 5 
2.  Tony  Charles;  3.  Tom  Jones;  4. 
Flame;  5.  Rick  Gibson;  6.  Rick 
Harris;  ?.  Olympia/Stubbs 

U,Sp-vr‘  1*  Norm  Charlies ;  2.  Rick 
Gibson;  3.  Billy  Ash;  4.  Tommy 
Rogers;  5.  Chic  Donovan;  6.  Gibson; 
7.  Donovan;  8.  Tim  Horner;  9. 

Hip  Rogers;  $0.  Ken  Lucas 

1  “hh  o  p+  .  a  n  _  «  ^ 


Northwest,  1.  Ali  Hassan  (Jack  Cougar) 
?•  Curt  Hennig;  3.  Dynamite  Kid; 

V  Jack;  5.  Rip  Oliver;  6. 

Jack;  7*  Oliver 

Northwest  tag,  1.  Billy  jack  4  stan 

°li!,er  4  Ali  Hassan 
J.  Jack  &  Stasiak;  4.  Oliver  &  The 
Assassrn  Dave  Patterson),  5.  Buddy 
Rose  &  Brian  Adidas;  6.  Oliver  & 
Assassin;  7.  R0Se  &  Curt  Hennig; 


’  -ni  mo  uj.  .  jven  ul  mian  Aaiaas;  b.  Oliver  & 

Bob  Armstrong;  6.  Golden;  Assassin;  7.  R0Se  &  Curt  Hennie- 
q '  P|®  Flame  (Joe  Hamilton);  8.  Golden;  8-  Dynamite  Kid  &  Assassin;  9  gHenr 
?;  Armstrong;  10.  Jos  LeDuc;  &  Pat  McGee  (Scott  McGhee) 

National,  1.  Paul  Orndorff;  2.  Killer 
Brooks  (vacated  sort  of);  3.  LarVv 

ZbVSZ  kn  (  J  -U1 _  y 


Zbyszko_( stripped ,  then  won'  tourney 
4.  Brett  Wayne  (Sawyer);  5.  Ted 
DiBiase 

National  tags  l.  Road  Warriors,  2 
Buzz  &  Brett  Sawyer 
Pacific  Federation,  1.  Harley  Race-  2 
Giant  Baba;  J.  Stan  Hansen 
International,  1.  Bruiser  Brody ;  2 
Jumbo  Tsuruta  * 


^  i-ucas  international ,  1.  Bruiser*  Br-rw^,. 

theast  tag,  1.  Randy  Rose  &  Dennis  Jumbo  Tsuruta  y’ 

condrey;  2.  Ken  Lucas  &  Eddie  Hogan,  United  National,  1.  Jumbo  Tsnn.t,  ( 

V  ™  t  =0"^ey,  4.  Hogan  4  Lulas!  2-  T8S  DiBiase  SUrUta  (va 

lnVori.i;  l~0nita(v8cated)i 

Am  w^ia^fro-  *•  si  lair?  Tir 

American:  1.  Kevin  7on  Erich;  2  Terrv  Tsnnm+o .  h  m: - -  —  -  *  3*  Baba 


r°r^ 5 . 3 •  . 5evin!  *>'•'  JimWGarJint 

5*  Chris  Adams 
Texas,  1.  David  Von  Erich;  2.  Jim 
Garvm;  3.  David 

American  tag,  1.  Michael  Hayes  &  Terry 
Gordy;  2.  Kerry  Von  Erich  &  Bruiser 
Brody  (vacated  belts);  3.  Super 
Destroyers,  4.  King  Parsons  & 

Brian  Adias 

Worlds  man,  1.  Freebirds;  2.  Von 
Erichs;  3.  Freebirds;  4.  Von 
Erichs 

Missouri  ,1. .  Harley  Race;  2.  Kerry 
Von  Erich;  3.  Jerry  Blackwell, 

4.  Race (vacated  belt);  5.  Ric 
r  lair;  6.  David  Von  Erich 
Central  States,  1.  Manny  Fernandez; 

2.  Dewey  Robertson,  3.  Bob  Brawn, 

4.  Bebertson;  5.  Harley  Race 

6'  Super  Destr°yer, 

°en^iaL?t|tev  tagi  h  Bob  Brov,r>  ^  Bust 
yler,  2.  Yasu  Fuji  &  Kim  Duk;  3. 

RoS«r  Kirby  4 

Abdullah  the  Great  (Jack  Cougar), 

5.  Brown  &  Tyler 

S°UTWk‘  V  parr£  Windham;  2.  Frank 


:  x.  x.an.y  ninanain;  z.  Frank  ~  x  •  ia^sum 

Dusek;  3.  Ron  Bass;  4.  Mike  Rotundo;  Internatinnli *(  Rlki  ?hosyu5  3. 
5*  Bass  J-nxernational  (canada),  1.  Billv 

«  i  ir _ •  o,  ,  ,  .  Rohn  ncnn  •  r>  mu  ^  n  ^ 


5*  Bass 

F1°ridh‘  1;  Kevin  Sullivan,  2.  Mike 
Graham  (vacated) ;  3.  Scott  McGhee; 
4.  Jos  LeDuc;  5.  Barry  Windham; 

p *  7.  Windham( vacated ) ; 

8.  Mike  Rotundo 

Giobal  (later  U.S.  tag);  1.  Ron  Bass 

t  Windham;  2.  Don  Kent  & 

Bob  Heffernan  (Kangaroos);  3. 

Terry  Allen  &  Scott  McGhee; 

A3-len  &  Midnight 

Ai  l  on5  «  ^anSaro°s;  7.  McGhee  & 
Alien;  8,  Kangaroos;  9.  Allan  & 

K  A*mstrongi  10.  Angelo  M0sca  & 
Du^ura;  11*  Mike  Graham  & 
McGhee;  12.  Elijah  Akeem  &  Kareem 
Muhammad;  13.  Dusty  Rhodes  & 

nlaCt3aCn  Mulliean!  1^.  Ron  Bass  & 
One  Man  Gang 


-  --------  v*  ixun  nass;  j.  j 

Tsumta;  4.  Tiger  Jeet  Singh  & 
Umanosuke  Ueda;  5.  Baba  &  Tsuruta 
U-S.s  1.  Greg  Valentine;  2.  Roddy  Pip 

Mid3;4ai^tin?;  V  Dick  Slater 

fu^  ^lci  ••  Jac^  Briscoj  2-  Dory 

Funk,  3.  Brisco;  4.  Fnnk;  5.  Rufus 
Jones;  6.  Dick  Slater 

la2!ic  TVl  1'  Mike  *°tundo;  2 

Dick  Slater;  3.  Roddy  Piper;  4. 
Slater,  5.  jCs  LeDuc;  6.  Great 

vIliaM)7-  Charlie  Br°"  (Jim 

S?t*  ?laughter  &  Don 
Kernodie,  2.  Ricky  Steamboat  & 

Jay  Youngblood,  3.  jack  &  Jerry 
Brisco;  4.  Steamboat  &  Youngblood; 
5.  Briscos;  6.  Steamboat  &  Youngbl 
WORLD  WRESTLING  'RET7RP  A  mT  om 
WWF,  1.  Bob  Backlund,  2.  Iron  Sheik 

Inl u  Pedro 

rf^2  ^Af a  &  Jay  StrongBow; 

2i+ff  t  ?  k,a  Sam0ans;  3.  Tony 
Woy*^^aS-&  Rocky. Johnson 

Id  s  jr,  l.  Tiger  Mask  (vacated)- 
2.  Tiger  Mask  (vacated) 

IntFuia^1°af1o(;3p?a") !  Tatsumi 

Jinami;  2.  Riki  Chosvu;  3  Fuiin* 
;ernpt  nrioi  \  .  *  l.P:  ruJm< 


D  ,  .  - 1*  X5111V 

Robinson,  2.  The  Destroyer,  3 
son,  4.  Dino  Bravo 


African  wresttjng  ASscMjmoH 

aI!!a  1  .  ^  *  Nick  Bockwinkel 

A  A2taKpnXp  ?reg  ?agne  &  Jim  Brunzel 
2.  Ken  Patera  &  Jerry  Blackwell 

OTHERS 

North  American  (canada),  1.  Bret  Hai 

N  iid"eo5.BAurfa’  i-sHgru  4- 

North  American  (mid  south)  1.  Stages 

3  But?hkear?  D|°g  vacated) :  2-  Dc 
3-  Butch  Reed;  4.  Dog 

Mid  South  tag,  l.  Ted  DiBiase  &  Mat-t 

Borne;  2.  Tiger  Cnnway  J??  I  Mr 

Wrestling  II,  3.  DiBiase  &  Mr 

ympia;  k.  Jim  Duggan  &  Magnum 

■L-A. ,  5.  Butch  Reed  &  Jim  Neidhar 


I  o 


Southwest*  1.  Tully  Blanchard;  2.  Bob 
Sweetan;  3.  Adrian  Adonis;  4. 
Sweetan;  5.  Blanchard;  6.  Scott 
Casey 

Southwest  tag*  1.  Ken  Lucas  &  Ricky 
Morton;  2.  Grapple®s  (Len  Denton  & 
Tony  Anthony);  3*  Gino  Hernandez  & 


26.  Jimmy  Snuka 


28. 

29. 

30. 


Ken  Patera 


31*  Bob  Backlund . 948 


Tully  Blanchard  (vacated);  4.  Grapp-  32.  Kevin  Von  Erich 


&  Jonathan  Boyd);  6.  Williams  & 

Bobby  Jaggers  (Boyd  injured);  7. 
Jaggers  &  Buddy  Moreno  (Jaggers  & 
Williams  pplit;  8.  Moreno  &  Scott 
Casey  (Jaggers  injured);  9.  Ken 
iimbs  &  Eric  Embry 

Southern*  1.  Terry  Taylor;  2.  Jacques 
Rogeau;  3.  Taylor;  4.  Bill  Dundee; 

5-  Dutch  Mantell;  6.  Dundee;  7. 
Mantell ;  8.  Dundee;  9.  Jerry  Lawler; 
10.  Man  Mountain  Link;  11.  Lawler; 

12.  Jesse  Ventura;  13.  Lawler; 

14.  Ventura  (vacant) 5  15.  Lawler 
Southern  tag*  1.  Sheepherders  (Luke 

Williams  &  Jonathan  Boyd);  2.  Fabulou 
Ones  (Stan  Lane  &  Steve  Keirn) ;  3 
Sheepherders;  4.  Fabs;  5.  Sheepher 
6.  Fabs;  7.  Moondogs;  8.  Fabs;  ^ 

9-  Duke  Meyers  &  Bobby  Eaton; 

10.  Fabs;  11.  Grapplers;  12.  Dutch 
Mantell  &  Koko  Ware;  13.  Bruise 
Brothers  (Dream  Machine  &  Porkchop 
Cash) ;  14.  Rick  Morton  &  Robert 
Gibson;  15.  Bruise  Brothers;  16. 

Fabs 

International*  1.  Austin  Idol;  2. 

Jerry  Lawler;  3*  Ken  Patera;  4. 

Lawler;  5.  Patera;  6.  Idol;  7. 

Stan  Hansen;  8.  Idol 
Mid  American*  1.  Wild  Sabu;  2. 

Jacques  Rogeau;  3.  fiobby  Eaton; 

4.  Koko  Ware;  5.  Eaton;  6.  Stagger 
Lee (Ware);  7.  Frankie  Laine;  8. 

Dutch  Mantell;  9.  Buddy  Landell; 

10.  Ware;  11.  Landell;  12.  Terry 
Taylor;  13.  Randy  Savage 


34. 

35. 
3  6. 

37. 

38. 

40 . 

41. 

42. 

^3. 

44. 

45- 

46. 


Andre  the  Gi; 
Barry  Windhai 
Dos  Caras . . . 
Killer  Khan. 


Rocco , 


PTS 

1.  Ric  Flair . 2488 

2.  Bruiser  Brody . 2256 

3-  Adrian  Adonis . 2195 

4.  Sgt.  Slaughter . 2118 

Dynamite  Kid . 2082 

Hulk  Hogan . 2061 

Stan  Hansen . 1940 

Ted  DiBiase . 1767 

Terry  Gordy . 1734 

The  Superstar . 1722 

Paul  Orndorff . 1665 

Bob  Orton . 1592 

Riki  Chosyu . 1578 

Butch  Reed . 1526 

Harley  Race . 1482 

Tatsumi  Fu jinami ....  1433 
Chavo  Gueraero. .... .1424 

Roddy  Piper . 1376 

19*  Tiger  Mask . 134-0 

20.  David  Von  Erich . 1311 

21.  Ricky  Steamboat . 1272 

22.  Greg  Valentine . 1253 

23.  Buzz  Sawyer . 1241 

24.  Masa  Saito...,. . 1224 

25.  Dick  Slater . 1200 


5- 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 


82 

1 

6 

31 

18 

47 

7 

10 

3 

12 

11 

29 

27 

4 
35 
67 

9 

22 

34 

23 

37 

26 

28 


81 

1 

8 

42 

35 

9 

17 

11 

40 

24 

39 

73 


3 

36 

33 

45 

30 

18 

55 

61 

25 


53. 


56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

66. 


1983  OBSERVER  RATINGS 

These  ratings  are  based  on  total 
points  from  the  51  ballots  cast.  With 
each  name  and  placing  is  the  total 
points,  plus  the  placing  of  the 
wresHer  (if  he  finished  in  the  tpp 
75)  from  the  1981  and  82  surveys. 


68. 

69. 

70. 


Dino  Bravo, 
Mike  Rotunc 
Dusty  Rhode 
Iron  Sheik, 
Rick  Marte] 
El  Gran  Han 


72. 

73. 


Dick  Murdoch. 


PTS 

82 

2 

8 

21 

13 

24 

5 

55 

30 

17 

15 

...699 

64 

36 

44 

42 

16 

42 

39 

56 

—  — 

.  . .456 

—  _ 

25 

20 

—  _ 

—  _ 

— 

66 

74 

— 

—  _ 

— 

38 

40 

_  _ 

_ _ 

15 

54 

43 

—  — 

58 

.  .211 

.  .206 

19 

— 

33 

81 

32 

4 
29 

7 

14 
2 

57 

48 

12 

5 
4  7 
71 
31 
4l 
37 

15 
37 
28 
60 
56 


44 

20 


59 

21 


16 

13 


6 

43 

49 


10 


34 


SnNDfL??lT  r-'v  Miohael  159, 

Austin  Idol  15ft,  Jay  Youngblood  156 

Allan  Coage  155,  Bret  Hart  155,  Rick 

Morton  153»  Jake  Roberts  150,  Mike 

Graham  145,  Jacques  Rogeau  138 

thM  B“tcher  134,  The  Cobra 
132,  Akira  Maeda  109,  Villano  III  108 
Jim  Brunzell  101,  Spike  Huber  93, 

Rip  Oliver  90,  Jerry  Brisco  82, 

Hector  Guerrero  81 ,  Mark  Lewin  81 

Gltg+ 3?gee  J91,  Kantar°  Hoshino  76  J 
2???*  pb£uki  ?4,  Genichiro  Tenryu  68, 
illy  Robinson  66,  Davey  Boy  Smith  63 


U 


These  are  the  results 
balloting  of  Observer  rea 
points  are  determined  by 
basis  for  first,  second  a 
respectively.  The  votes 
are  the  number  of  first  p 
I  will  also  include  my  co 
each  category  along  with 
readers  comments. 

wmstler_of_theyea  R 

1.  RIC  FLAIR  ViT} _ 

2.  Hulk  Hogan  (18) . 

3.  Tiger  Mask  {3).....’.]', 

4.  Harley  Race  (3 

5.  Jimmy  Snuka . 

Honorable  mention:  Bruise 

My  top  three  was  the 
consensus  in  that  order 
the  year  as  World  champ 
Carolinas,  Flair  wrestled 
schedule  and  still 
almost  every  night, 
of  a  worker,  techni 
bleeder,  interveiwe 
personality,  I’ve  never 
better.  Hogan  is 
star  in  the  business 
a  promotional 
while 


r  Brody  33 
same  as  the 
Throughout 
and  in  the 
a  killer 

gave  excellent  bouts 
As  a  combination 
cian ,  brawler, 
r  and  charismatic 
,,  „  seen  anyone 

the  #1  box  office 
He  touched  off 
_  revolution  indirectly 
ruining  a  tourney  that  had 
been  hyPed  for  two  years  (IWGP). 

oh  „  lgning  *ith  McMahon  may  key  the 
ange  of  the  wrestling  world  "as 

No  Por  imPact,  Hogan  is 

Mo.  1.  but  Flair  is  better  in  the 
ring  and  did  draw  the  biggest 
in  history.  Third  pick  wff e^sfte 

in  LfJo  W3f  tha  star  yver 

spjn,  pius  he  made  headlines 

w??hUf^Ut  the  year  out  of  the  ring 
cartoon? stSS+h^b  Problems  of  his 
p^off  hi' Jhe  ”edding  that  was 

ShMgi  of  the  attempted 

change  of  identity,  and  his  subsequent 

stjL^rrihe^ing0  mention  his  unl^ 
isIIret;tS.behir^xPi^[oeanLHe0frisRiC 

for^^'yearc^  b®  3  g00d  chamP 

+h-  ir-  ^ea*s  and  lf  he  maintains 
this  kind  of  schedule  he’ll  truly  be 
the  wrestler  of  the  80s.  Hogan  is 

^f?-reSP°nsible  for  AWA’a  incredible 
Ll/ou.  success  the  past  two  years 

e{^?Ut  ?lth  B°ckwinkel  was  as^ 

F**v" 

He  may  only  beVshaSoi  el 

remained  'or^t  h°?  many  others  have 
aained  on  top  for  as  long  q+:h 

wo?kr  must  ba  first  for  hil'o^eraU11 

in  tA.'wWF  ^  ma  the  Sates  click 
«  ,  ^  *  A  ire  a  msy  t>s  ovGjrra'hpfi 

but  can  you  overlook  the  importance 

the tyear" St  tal^ed  about  wrestler  of 
tne  year  --  John  Jance  "At  thp 

5ate  and  in  ring  Hogan  had  the  most 

ie  did?!??1/831'  °f  any  "rcctler. 
i/?L  o  lose.  He  owned  Bockwinkel 
V24  and  won  the  IWGP  tourney  1 

shows  hiraf?aPf  attandan°c  figures 
«„!+,.  affect  on  the  gate”  —  Mark 


BEST  BABY  FA OR 

4  7TTTT  tr  1  ^ 


11 


BEST  HEEL 

1.  MICHAEL  HAYES  (22) . 142 

2.  Sgt.  Slaughter  (14) . 122 

3«  Don  Muraco  (3) . 66 

4.  Buzz  Sawyer  (5) . 48 

5.  Butch  Reed  (6) . 45 


Honorable  Mention*  Ric  Flair  30,  Ted 
DiBiase  29 »  Abdullah  the  Butcher  23 

I  agree  with  the  consensus  although 
I  flip-flopped  Slaghter  and  Muraco* s 
placings,  which  may  have  been  a 
mistake.  Hayes  is  chiefly  responsible 
for  making  one  of  the  worst  promotions 
in  the  U.S.  into  probably  the  second 
best.  The  heat  and  tension  Muraco 
build  up  for  his  bouts  with  Snuka 
combined  with  his  very  legit  slob 
act  made  me  pick  him  second ,  despite 
his  laziness  in  the  ring.  Slaughter 
is  also  tremendous,  more  so  in  the 
ring  then  the  other  two. 

"Slaughter  has  an  incredible  affect 
on  WWF  fans  who  really  hate  his  guts. 
Race  works  hard  at  inspring  hatred 
with  menacing  interviews  and  demeanor" 
--  John  Jance  "No  wrestler  meant 
more  to  his  territory  than  Hayes"  — 
Mark  Nulty  "Hayes  is  by  far  the 
best"  —  Jay  Steele 


FEUD  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  V ON  ERICHS  vs  FREEBIRDS  (42)... 244 


2.  Muraco  vs  Snuka  (15) . 156 

3«  Rich  vs  Sawyer  (6) . 72 

4.  Steamboat  &  Youngblood  vs 

Slaughter  &  Kernodle . 43 

5.  Piper  vs  Valentine  (5) . 42 


Honorable  Mention*  Inoki's  forces  vs 
Revolutionary  Army  (or  Fujinami  vs 
Chosyu)  33.  Funks  vs  Brody-Hansen  27 
The  first  pick  was  eapy  between 
the  contrasting  styles,  the  excellent 
6-man  matches  and  other  things  provided 
more  memorable  things  this  past  year 
than  I  can  even  remember  (figure  that 
one  out) .  What  other  feud  could 
produce  consistent  sellouts  after  one 
year  without  a  break  of  weekly  matches. 
The  bouts  between  Steamboat-Youngblood 
vs  Slaughter-Kernodle  from  all  accounts 
were  even  better.  I  loved  the  build-pp 
to  the  climactic  match,  but  the  feud 
was  cheapened  by  six  anti-climactic 

weeks.  Third  place  was  tough.  Muraco 


vs  Snuka  produced  great  gates  and  the 
July-August  bouts  were  sensational. 

But  it  deteriorated  badly  at  the  end. 
Inoki's  group  vs  Chosyu* s  group  in 
Japan  was  much  like  Von  Erichs- 
Freebirds,  consistent  sellouts, 
record  TV  ratings,  excellent  twists 
which  even  had  a  basis  in  reality 
(alleged  and  actual  attempts  at 
withdrawing  from  the  promotion, 
attempting  to  get  Sheir  own  TV 
time,  allegations  of  being  held 
back,  etc.)  made  this  a  much  more 
"intelligent"  feud  than  others.  It 
also  allowed  Chosyu,  Yatsu,  Khan, 
Hamaguchi  and _ Teranishi  along  with 
mastermind  Saito  to  emerge  from  the 
shadows  and  all  become  excellent 
wrestlers.  To  me,  it  got  tiring 
because  of  the  perennial  double 
count  outs.  I  picked  Funks  vs 
Brody-Hansen  because  it  was  short, 
every  match  was  excellent  and  it 
had  a  great  climax  in  Terry's 
retirement. 

"Muraco  as  Snuka  had  good  matches 
and  I  suspect  Freebirds  vs  Von  Erichs 
were  just  as  good  but  didn’t  see 
enough  of  them.  The  best  thing  about 
Rich  vs  Sawyer  is  that  they  promised 
never  to  meet  again"  --  Mike  Rosen 
"Muraco  vs  Snuka  matches  may  not  have 
been  the  best  but  it  really  clicked 
for  a  long  time.  Freebirds  vs  Von 
Erichs  second  followed  by  Funks  vs 
Brody-Hansen.  The  latter  may  not  have 
had  as  many  matches,  but  can  you 
overlook  the  brilliance  of  those  bouts 
and  the  animosity  one  could  feel 
watching  them"  —  John  Jance  "I 

picked  Flair  vs  Race  because  it  took 
place  in  different  circuits  with 
hero  vs  heel  roles  reversed,  with 
bounty  hunters,  baseball  bats, 
retirement  speeches  culminating 
in  the  biggest  card  of  the  year"  — 
Larry  Lovell  "Freebirds  vs  Von 
Erichs  turned  around  a  territory. 

Snuka  vs  Muraco  shattered  gate 
records.  I  thought  Steamboat- 
Youngblood  vs  Kernodle-Slaughter 
was  the  best  promoted  feud  of  the 
year"  —  Mark  Nulty 


TAG  TEAM  OF  THE  YEAR 

1.  STEAMBOAT  &  YOUNGBLOOD  (28)...l69 

2.  Road  Warriors  (18) . 

3.  Brody  &  Hansen  ( 1 5 ) . 96 

4.  Briscos  (5) . . 

5.  Gordy  &  Hayes  (5) . 59 

Honorable  Mention*  Chosyu  &  Saito  57, 
Slaughter  &  Kernodle  51 .  Steve  Keirn  & 
Stan  Lane  27 


I  considered  four  teams  closely-- 
Steamboat  &  Youngblood,  Brody  &  Hansen, 
Chosyu  &  Saito  and  Slaughter  & 

Kernodle.  I  felt  Brody  &  Hansen  were 
the  best,  but  since  they  teamed  fewer 
than  25  bouts  together  compared  to 
more  than  250  for  Steamboat-Youngblood 
I  went  with  the  latter  team.  I  had 
a  hard  time  for  third,  finally  going 
with  Slaughter-Kernodle  because  I 
cited  Chosyu-Saito  as  a  three-man 
team.  I  can  .understand  voting  on 
the  Road  Warriors,  especially  on 
impact  rather  than  ability.  All  those 
votes  convinced  me  I  should  have  at 


n 


considered  them. 

Brody-Hansen  won  two  major 
tourmes  m  Japan.  They  don't 
team  ™uch*  "but  when  they  do  they 
are  the  most  awesome  combination. 

teamboa t-Youngblodd  were  the 
dominant  team  in  the  best  tag  team 
area  in  the  world.  The  Road 
Warriors  main  evented  in  Georgia 

Mark^Nuity  F1°rida  and  Memilhis"  - 

MOST  IMPROVED  WESTLER 

1.  CURT  HENNIG  (9)  .  . -  77 

2.  Brett  Sawyer  (8)...*..’!*  in 

3-  Terry  Allen  (4) . .  ! ^ 

Ray  Hernandez  (?).... . ci 

5.  Chris  Adams  (7) . 

Honorabie  Mention.  Mike  Rotundo  4l , 

^shiakf?S?s2522Barry  Windham  27  • 

™  r>kcdiSagreed  with  some  of  ^ese 

lent  Sfnn-6  °f  degree  of  i®P«>ve- 
in  the  m $  was  a  great  wrestler 
i  the  rfWF,  just  being  held  back  a 

nnt^6’  +^ra!]ted  ’  he’s  improved  ,  but 
not  to  the  degree  of  others.  I  felt 

Sawyer  was  every  bit  as  good  in 

o£6his  GSo^ear’  dUt  Was  cam°f louged 

illusion6*?8*8  arrival  to  give  an 
illusion  of  improvement  when  he  was 

let  loose.  I  wound  up  picking 

ernandez  second,  as  he  was  below 

average  early  in  the  year  and  wound 

P  quite  good.  Allen  I  picked  third 

It  L;as  ?re?tX  bad  early and  n°» 

f?rt+  k'  1  pi°ked  Sammy  the  Samoan 
hi  ok  be^ause  he  went  from  a  stiff 
he  showed  only  an  inkling  0f  abilitv 

fact  hiTf0??  'wrestler*  and  the  Y 
fact  he  did  it  in  the  WWF,  which  is 

abilitv°aide  diFection  most  men's 
aria  I  h*H  ^ork7rate .  take  in  that 
a  ea'  1  h?d  t0  pick  hlm  first. 

when  I  saw  Adams  two  years  aeo 

oneWo?  rjTV*  bast'  » 

one  of  the  best  workers  in  the 
business.  Embry  reaked  in  January. 

-  aVerage  ,restler'' 

BEST  WRESTLING  MANETTVFR 

1.  JIMMY  SNUKA '  s  sunerflv  i  to 

2.  Tiger  Mask  leap^o? 

D  S  suPerplex  (6)......  67 

•  °£onr  °r  - 

z  bis? 

tSetr°-!:  I  picked  him  first. 
thP  Wlth  Orton’s  Powerslam  off 
Z  ?£P  r°?eS  as  he  and  Allan  Coage 

it  a^Sun^  n^eS  11  ve  ever  seen  do 

Sn«ka?.SSILS 

aUthi-nittfr  ln  ’82  and  *  don't  get 3 
fFomit  anymore.  g 

a  JssSt  lir/y  §2  auhr 
M:?  SLSXi.  gTLSST5" 

leaps ' are°flnnS‘ lar^at  and  Snuka's 
about  ?h!+  impressive.  What 
about  that  move  Debbie  Combs  did 

orgia  TV  in  November?"  —  Mike 
Rosen  "Snuka's  superfly  is 

getting  worn  out,  bit  who  else  would 


try  it  at  that  weight"  —  John  Jance 

MOST  IMPRESSIVE  WRESTT.ff R 

1.  DYNAMITE  KID  (24) . .  i  Lh. 

2.  Tiger  Mask  (13) .  . 1  ?n 

3-  Ric  Flair  (8) . 8Q 

Adrian  Adonis  (3) .  . 

5-  Hulk  Hogan  (3) . / . 

Honorable  Mention.  Paul  Orndorff’23 
Bob  Orton  22  J ’ 

Before  his  retirement  and  after  hi 
leg  and  neck  injuries  it  was  obvious 
iger  Mask  wasn't  the  same  as  in  f82 
when  he  won  this  category  by  a  land<5l 
Because  of  that  I  went  with  Dynamite 

Mldu-f ’  B°h  °rton  second  and  Tiger 
Mask  third.  Really  there  are  many 
good  ones  to  choose  from. 

"Butch  Reed  showed  so  much 
determination,  skill,  strength,  agili 
and  agressiveness  that  he  is  totally 

outstandmg.  For  his  size,  Dynamite 

Kid  is  a  miracle  worker"  --  J0hn  Jane 

MOST  WASHED  UP 

1.  UhlEF  JAY  STRONGBOW  (8)..  77 

2.  Billy  Graham  (9)......  II 

3.  Mr.  Wrestling  II  ( 8) . .  ]  ]  .*  ’ '  c2 

Swede  Hanson  (8) .  . 

5-  Butcher  Vachon  (3)...".’. . 4q 

Honorable  Mention.  Giant  Baba‘4i” 

Bob  Backlund  39,  Dick  the  Bruiser  36 
Harley  Race  29 »  Don  Muraco  24 

I  viewed  this  category  more  is 
picking  someone  who  "lost  it"  this 
past  year.  All  of  the  above  aside 
from  possibly  Race  and  Muraco  had 

sS^  r  ye^S  fg°’  ?nd  I,m  not  really 
ho  6  Ra2e  has  lost  it,  it's  more  that 
^  d°  lt  Highly*  I  went  with 
Bob  Backlund  first  because  he  wasn’t 
good  last  year,  but  how  bad  heTSott. 
defies  description.  Junkyard  Dogmas 
actually  good. last  year  but  the  fat, 
lazy  non-selling  Dog  is  impossible  to 

excel ?pn+°f  m+tCh  With-  Muraco  was 
e«^eilen?  f®3'*'  year  but  has  eatea 
and  drank  his  way  out  of  his  work 

h^h*  Antonio  fnoki  was  close,  but 
he  hasn  t  reached  nearly  the  depths 
of  those  I  mentioned.  Mil  Mascaras 

ha!n'taasdf°?Ped  ?hlong  Way ’  but  he 
"T+  ^i!ar  as  ’t^ose  1  mentioned. 

mu  }°  award  Don  Muraco 
first  because  he  s  a  top  five  star 

who  has  just  pigged  out.  Maybe  he ’ s 
stiil  young  enough  to  turn  it  around 
but  the  earlier  brilliance  may  be  Son, 
orever  Tommy  Rich  never  was  any 

n°^  he‘s  a  total  shell/  Gr< 
valentine  and  Ken  Patera  have  sli^S 
considerably"  -  John  JanSe  ^ed* 
ri3°r.  Graham  and  Dom  DeNucci  are  all 

"Butchpi  vS  h  Shamr  —  Jay  Steele 
Vachon,  why  did  you  come 

omt  of  retirement?  Jose  Lothario 
why  don't  you  retire?  Mr.  Wrestling  i 
please  give  us  a  braakt  Mad  Dog 
Vachon  qualifies  except  for  hisage 

least  give  fans  soma  t  11, 
h^t  r  "Many  worthy  concern 

BrLnP1C^e2  Bulld°g  Brower,  Bobo 

included.  ^es?UnrTiS*Woods!rS 

s&is  aai; 

although  active  isn't  the  rSht  worn  ' 
to  describe  his  wrestling"  --  Kevin 


MOST  OBNOXIOUS 

1.  VINCE  MCMAHON  JR.  (14) . 108 

2.  Ole  Anderson  (13) . 75 

3*  Tommy  Rich  (6) . .  .'.  '.kZ 

Kal  Rudman  (7) . . .  .  .  .k2 

5.  Gorilla  Monsoon  (5) . .....39 

Honorable  Mention  1  Bob  Backlund  36, 
Gordon.  Solie  27,  David  Crockett  24 

I  picked  Ole  Anderson  and  I'm  sure 
I  don't  have  to  explain  why.  Gordon 
Solie  comes  next  because  I  can't  stand 
an  announcer  who  is  openly  so  disdainful 
of  wrestling.  He's  unprofessional,  such 
as  when  he  doesn't  bother  to  find  out 
the  name  of  a  TV  jobber  or  know  how 
many  times  Flair  won  the  World  title. 

I  would  kick  in  the  TV  set  next  time 
he  says  "Harley  Race  has  wrestled  more 
than  half  of  his  adult  life"  or  "  When 
Ric  Flair  graduated  private  school 
he  was  sought  after  by.  .  .  ••  Actually 
he’s  even  worse  in  Florida.  Vince 
Jr.  makes  me  sick  to  what  he's  going 
to  do  to  the  business,  he  really  all 
he  is  as  a  down-in- the-mud  capitalist. 

I  went  with  Rudman  third  because 
of  "CALL  SECURITY,  CALL  SECURITY" 
after  that  Backlund-Muraco  fiasco 
which  was  later  replayed  by  several 
newscasts  up  and  down  the  East 
coast  and  went  nationally  on  the  NBS 
news  to  show  "an  example"  of  pro 
wrestling. 

"What  Ole  Anderson  has  done  to  a 
great  promotion  and  the  people  within 
the  state  of  Georgia  he  should  be 
hung  for."  —  Jay  Steele  "Gordon 
Solie  will  be  forever  in  first  place. 

Roy  Shires  is  a  twerp  with  a  big 
mouth  and  I  can't  stand  Wally 
Karbo's  "I'm  gonna  have  you  fined 
and  suspended"  routine"  —  John  Jance 
Rudman  should  be  liquidated 
permanently"  --  Mark  Nulty 


2. 

3- 

4. 

5. 


BEST  BRAWLER 

1.  BRUISER  BRODY  (43) . 268 

Stan  Hansen  (12) . 138 

Buzz  Sawyer  (3) . 54 

Terry  Gordy . [[34 

Sgt.  Slaughter  (3) . 31 

Honorable  Mention:  Roddy  Piper  29 
I  went  with  Brody,  Hansen  and 
Gordy  for  obvious  reasons. 

"Brody  can  even  make  Kimala  look 
good  and  Big  Red  passable"  —  Mark 
Nulty 

BEST  TECHNICAL  WRESTLER 

1.  TIGER  MASK  (15) . 106 

Chavo  Guerrero  (10) . 102 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5- 


Dynamite  Kid  (9) . 54 


(6) 


,41 

30 

30 


Paul  Orndorff 
Bob  Orton  (l) 

Steve  Wright  (3) 

Honorable  Mention:  Tatsumi  Fujinami 
24,  Riki  Chosyu  24 

Steve  Wright  is  the  only  wrestler 
I've  ever  seen  who  compares  favorably 
to  Karl  Gotch  or  Billy  Robinson  in 
their  prime.  However  Steve  really 
lost  it  this  year  so  I  didn't  rate 
him  at  all.  I  went  with  Tiger  Mask 
and  Guerrero  1-2  and  had  a  tough  time 
between  Saito,  Chosyu,  Fujinami,  Orton 
and  Adonis  for  third,  finally  picking 
Orton. 

the 


Dynamite,  Flair  and  Buzz  Sawyer"  _ 

Mike  Rosen  "Dynamite  has  to  be 
great  to  do  what  he  does.  Orndorff 
is  great  to  the  point  of  being  dull"  -- 
John  Jance  "It  doesn't  matter  who 
^Jnir  wrestles,  it's  almost  always  a 
good  match.  He  sells  better  than 
anyone.  To  me  the  best  technician 
is  not  only  having  great  moves  but 
making  others  moves  look  great.  Chosyu 
has  more  technical  knowsledge  than 
anyone  I  saw  last  year."  —  Mark 
Nulty 

MOST  AGILE  WRESTLER 
1.  TIGER  MASK  (42). . 228 

2  .  ^ ■>  t  *  \ 


Dynamite  Kid  (12) . 108 

Chavo  Guerrero  (l) . W..61 

Dos  Caras  (4) . *  *  * 49 

Jimmy  Snuka  (2) . !!!!<4i 

Honorable  Mention:  El  Gran  Hamada  2? 

I  went  with  Tiger  Mask,  Dos  Caras 
and  Hamada  in  that  order. 


3. 

4. 

5. 


2. 

3- 

4. 

5. 


99 

■  . 69 

■  . . 68 

(8) . 4  8 

Bruiser  Brody  43, 


STRONGEST  WRESTLER 

1.  HULK  HOGAN  (13) . ito 

Butch  Reed  ( 1 3 ) , 

Ken  Patera  ( 8) . , 

Tony  Atlas  ( 5) . , 

Andre  the  Giant 
Honorable  Mention: 

Niccoli  Volkoff  36 

This  was  hard,  but  I  figured  Butch 
Reed  pressed  bigger  guys  overhead  then 
anyone  else,  Hulk  Hogan  bodyslammed 
the  "sasquash"  (but  so  did  El  Canek 
and  he's  much  smaller)  and  Volkoff 

did  a  one -arm  neck  hanging  tree _ 

al!  very  impressive.  Special  mention 


"Saito,  when  he's  allowed,  is 

best"  -  Jay  Steele  "To  me,  it  was  should  I  say  dishonorabirmeiniolTto1 

15moves  in  the  ring 


BEST  ON  INTERVIEWS 

1  .  KODDY  FIPER  (20)  .  .  .  u,* 

2.  Ric  llair}.w.;.(i5  . inft 

3*  Jimmy  Hart  (7) . . 12? 

¥  M?bJy  Heenan  ( 8)  |  *  *44 

5.  Michael  Hayes  (5) . 

Dnn°Mable  M®ntion«  Jerry  Lawler* 36, 

Don  Mura co  29,  Nick  Bockwinkel  28 

Dusty  Rhodes  23.  Jesse  Ventura  22 

p?  hon?st,  I  can’t  recall  one 
great  Piper  interview  this  year.  He 
was  tremendous  in  years  past  and 

!°me  g?od  ones*  in  fact,  a 
great  Piper  interview  may  be  better 
than  a  grait  Flair  interview  but. 

I  went  with  Flair  followed  by  Lawler* 
among  wrestlers,  but  No.  1  goes  to 
immy  Hart.  Hart’s  comments  about 
prelim  losers  coming  from  the  Jerry 

TV  ^ohW*10?1  °f  ™re?tling,  asking7 
jobbers  in  mock  sincerity  "Have 

d?aw?"eandahisehM  h?d  a  time  limit 

™  hls  hilarious  bringing  bark 

of  Stan  Frazier  under  a  million  6 

UlorlTe*  ldentltles  ma^es  him  my 

"Don  Muraco  may  not  wrestle 
anymore  but  he  sure  provided  manv 

p?0babli6bo:fUnny\brllliant  [»°®ents 
probably  because  he  was  blindinglv 

drunk  at  the  time"  -  John  Jance 

Bockwinkel ’s  impromptu  Memphis 

interview  after  losing  to  Lawler 

"?iairCSndible"  ”  KSVin 

Flair  does  great  interviews  both 
as  a_  baby  face  or  heel.  He  has 

Sarap1S"+htfat1few  people  have. 
bame  with  Lawler,  but  he' 

effective  as  a  hefel."  -- 


s  more 
Mark  Nulty 


MOST  CHARISMAtth 

1.  RIO  "FLAIR  (16) .  no 

2.  Hulk  Hogan  ( 12) ....I.**  q? 

Tiger  Mask  (12) . . 

Michael  Hayes  (9)....’ . ne 

5.  Jimmy  Snuka  (8) .  C< 

Ho nr able  Mention:  Roddy *Piper *44 

■  Jur*yard  Dog^y  . 


I 


personmrtAocbaT'iSm+  is  that  when  a 
person  does  almost  nothing,  he  can 

conl’d  fet  hea?‘  A11  of  the  above 
a?+v:d  b^  ^onsidered  in  that  categorv 
although  Kerry  is  charismatic  in§  7 

ThP  no8n?'  loses  it  at  the  mike. 
lnL^+hBS  Xt  at  the  mike.  but 
ihP  I  i  -nCe  the  match  starts. 

rather^than  l  h*Ve  raanuf actured 

,  atJJar  ,tha{i  real  charisma,  but  there 
is  no  denying  when  they  walk  in  the 
arena  the  piaoe  lights  up  and  Law 

Hoglnefir°t  be^erVlebS'  1  went  with 

b?cause  he  can  do  nothin. 


MOST  OVERRATED 

1.  BOB  BACKLUND  (27)..  c-, 

2.  Dusty  Rhodes  (8)...*.! .  ?{ 

Tommy  Rich  (6) .  ^ 

Ji  mmv  \  ********* 


3. 


Jimmy  Snuka  (l)....  an 

5.  Mr.  Wrestling  II  ( 1  )\\\\\  2? 

Honorable  Mention:  John  Studd  24* 
iant  Baba  24,  Junkyard  D0g  22 

t  no+M  °,  the  above  certainly  qualify 
I  naturaHy  picked  Backlund  first 
for  reasons  everyone  knows.  I  went 
with  Dog  second  and  Baba  third,  more 
because  Baba  has  at  least  eased  out  0 

areJtill1fSti?bile  the  °ther  *w 0 

good  interviews  ,hbut  show^m^no thing 
Jimmy  Snuka  is  a  baby  face  shows  lt?f- 
especially  when  Muraco  got  lazy  and  T' 

Janie  thou§bt  ”“ch  of  indy*!!  SSto,1 
a  ice  Besides  his  superflv  lpar> 

what  does  Snuka  do  that  impresses  P> 
y+K*  -1,  think  Kevin  Von  Erich  and  a  f( 

Ke?rySvSnVir^rdr  ' 

erry  von  Erich  draws  lots  of  13-vear 
girls  but  can’t  wrestle  a  lick  his 
interviews  are  horrid  and  he  fohl< 


up  half  the  moves  he  attem-nts^^na^ 
work  unless  he’s  in  f  ™  ?  .Won 


in  front  of  a  big 


crowd.  There  are  still  people  who 
believe  Backlund  is  a  good  wrestler 
which  is  why  he  gets  third"  —  Mark’ 

Schn^  *5  the  AWA  ™st  be  Dave 
chults  or  Buck  Zumhofe ,  in  Georgia 

and  WSatley’  York  John  itudd 
Kimala  m  Texas  and  Scott  Casev  * 

Southwest"  —  Mike  Rosen  7 


m 


MOST  UNDERRATED 
1.  DYNAMITE  KID  (12) 


3- 

4. 

5. 


Scott  McGhee  (6) .  .  . 

Masa  Saito  (3) . . 1, 

Tito  Santana  (5)...’. . 

Don  Kernodle  (3).... . << 

Chic  Donovan  (5)  ] . ^ 

Honorable  Mention:  Riki  Chosvu*2? 
Isamu  Teranishi  25  onosyu  27, 

I  guess  there’s  different  t^Qc 
of  underrated,  underrated  by  the 
promotion,  such  as  Kernodle^n  WWF 

by  fans(anCert°?0irgi?;  °r  undar>-ated 
events  nigh tly3andyhasn ■'tUbe«n°  ”ai" 
for  a  fall  sihoelate  "fi2  h  Pi?ned 
underr3Fa  the  Promotion.  H^"y 

^  ffo?iig¥ 

works  for  inoki"  -^Mike  Rolen6  ”h° 


and  generate °hea tS6Ha «  Ca"  d0  nothin6  |Hennig  main  „e5is  but 

he  rflily  doesn^'do  ynSJ?°°nd  becausa  h?Sn,,1;  the  publicity  he 

but  the  way  he  doefit  J*1”8  special,  should.  Dynamite  Kid  may  bethn 

»af a  oouia  “Sric 

went  with^itel^sk^hild^cais 
every  matrh  X  .  .  .  ,caus 


a  phone  book 
I 


every  match  he-s  in  I  watch  inienily 


S  in  T"  ri  4-  a U  • - i 

to  make  sure  I  don’t  miss  a  thing, 
because  I  feel  thf» 5iT  ??d  Haye 


JSS^  5ffl  ?ln^6 

obby  Eaton  is  phenominal.  Nobodv 
1  they  had  the  biggeS”  SSmiteTfd11^  he  d0es’  exoePb 

;nThe  effect 

l\¥i-db-"d-^e\-  ^  S*c?ld 

walks  into  a  room  and  gives  the  *ix.-io  have  him  tour  every 

orgasms"  -  john  jance  glrls  Clrcuit  in  the  world"  -  Mikp 


Mike  Katchell 


MOST  LIKELY  TO  MAKE  TT  BIG  IN  '84 

1 .  MIKE  V  Oh  ERICfl  (  7 ) . . 

2.  The  Cobra  (7) .  !*'s7 

3-  Tim  Horner  (l) . 28 

4.  Terry  Allen  (4) . .....26 

Tommy  Rogers  (1) . .  .  .  '.26 

Honorable  Mention:  Scott  McGhee  23 

I  guess  this  category  created 
more  confusion  than  results. 

Obviously  Mike  Vo n  Erich  will  be 
a  superstar,  whether  he  is  one  or 
not,  in  the  coming  years.  The  Cobra 
may  have  blown  his  chance.  Horner 
is  great,  but  I  don't  know  if  he'll 
be  given  his  deserved  break  this 
year.  Allen  will  be  a  star  of  the 
future.  Rogers  I'm  sure  with  his 
brothers  beside  him  will  do  well 
this  year,  but  to  be  honest,  can 
someone  tell  me  why  everyone  thinks 
so  much  of  little  Buzz.  He  can 
dropkick  and  he  has  a  good  physique, 
but  what  makes  him  anything  special? 

"Angelo  Mosca  Jr.  because  of  the 
name"  —  Norm  Dooley  "Kevin  Wacholz 
probably  too  soon"  —  Mike  Rosen 
"Curt  Hennig  is  around  the  corner 
from  superstardom"  —  Jay  Steele 
"Brad  Rheingans  because  Gagne  is 
about  to  start  pushing  him  if  he’s 
healthy"  —  Kevin  Hancer  "Mike 
Von  Erich  as  surely  as  death  and 
taxes.  Tim  Horner  as  far  as  talent" 
--  Larry  Lovell 


BEST  WRESTLING  CIRCIITT 

1.  Mid  Atlantic  (24).. . I87 

2.  New  Japan  (24) . 168 

3*  World  Class  Dallas  (11 )..... 136 

4.  WWF  (6) . i3 

5 .  Memphi  s  ( 4 ) . ! .  !  *.  49 

First  place  to  me  was  between 

the  only  two  outstanding  circuits 
I  can  find — New  Japan  and  Mid  Atlantic. 
Analyzing,  I  would  say  overall  the 
talent  is  about  equal,  both  gropps 
have  so  many  good  wrestlers  that 
you  overlook  a  few.  New  Japan 
has  a  better  variety,  because  they 
change  the  foreigners  each  month. 

The  quality  of  the  main  events 
from  both  groups  is  generally 
excellent.  As  for  faults,  Mid 
Atlantic  has  the  most  unimaginative 
match-making  in  the  country  and  the 
skits  are  bad ,  the  angles  very 
average  and  they  sometimes  come 
across  well  only  because  they  have 
exceptional  performers  in  them. 

New  Japan  has  a  variation  of  the 
same  main  event  five  of  seven  nights, 
even  the  excellent  Fujinami  vs  Chosyu 
series  began  boring  me  and  there  are 
far  too  many  inconclusive  endings 
which  are  never  resolved.  I  went 
with  New  Japan  only  because  of  the 
jr.  heavy  division  which  makes  them 
multi-dimensional.  Third  place  was 
between  World  Class  and  Memphis.  I 
believe  World  Class  has  better  main 
eventers,  but  Memphis  cards  give 
you  7-10  matches,  several  of  them 
tags.  Battle  Royals,  etc.  on  a  night 
of  consistent  action  for  $6  ringside. 
The  amount  you  get  per  dollar  spent 
makes  me  pick  them  third,  just  by  a 
hair. 

"Mid  Atlantic  is  tops,  starting  with 


Flair  and  work  your  way  down  the 
list"  --  Larry  Lovell  "Mid 
Atlantic  has  the  best  collection  of 
wrestlers  in. the  world--Flair , 

Steamboat,  Piper,  Youngblood,  Valentine. 
Funk,  Slater.  Orton,  B?iscos  etc. 
and  also  do  the  best  job  promoting 
their  feuds"  --  Mark  Nulty  "I've 
never  seen  a  circuit  as  entertaining 
as  World  Class,  certainly  nowhere  do 
the  fans  seem  like  they're  having  any 
more  fun"  --  Mike  Katchell  "The 
skill  level  and  action  of  New  Japan 
makes  it  superior  by  far  to  anything 
else"  --  Dave  Korner 


BEST  TV  SHOW 

1;  NEW  JAPAN  (21) . . 

2.  World  Class  (10) .  13? 

3.  Mid  South  (14) . !**!*122 

4.  Memphis  (7) .  n 

5.  wwf  (3) . .:::::.3o 

As  a  television  show,  World  Class 
is  so  slickly  produces,  has  some  of 
the  funniest  features  with  excellent 
characters  like  The  Freebirds,  Von 
Erichs,  Garvin,  Adams  and  the  girls 
and  does  so  much  to  project  an  aura 
of  stardom  and  entertainment  around 
its  shows  that  I  think  it's  the  best. 
Memphis  has  wackier  entertainment, 
but  the  studio  matches  can't  compare 
with  the  action— filled  arena  main 
events  on  World  Class.  I  went  with 
New  Japan  third  because  it  has  the 
best  matches,  although  the  World 
Class  matches  that  don't  have  nearly 
the  same  agree  of  skill  level  still 
are  just  as  entertaining.  I'm  sure  if 
I  understood. japanese  I'd  enjoy  NJWA 
the  most.  Mid  South  was  great  early 
in  the  year  because  of  the  clever  angles 
but  it  tailed  off  at  the  end  because 
of  the  poor  talent.  Portland  has  a 
good  atmosphere  add  strong  announcing 
as  does  Calgary  but  neither  group  is 
deep  in  talent  so  you  generally  get 
a  very  good  main  event  and  a  dull 
remainder  of  the  show.  PWF  Jppan  is 
great  when  Terry  Funk  is  in  action 
against  Brody  &  Hansen,  in  fact  the 
best.  The  rest  of  the  time  it's 
nothing  spectacular. 

"Memphis  is  tops,  it’s  totally 
kinky ,  followed  by  World  Class  because 
of  the  great  main  events  they  televise 
and  Mid  South,  because  it's  well 
run"  —  John  Jance  "Nobody  puts 
more  angles  faster  and  better  than 
Memphis  and  I  really  enjoy  the 
highlights  set  to  masic.  From  a 
production  standpoint,  nothing  is 
better  than  World  Class.  The  show 
is  so  classy  everyone  perceives 
everything  they  do  as  first  rate, 
which  it  isn't.  Portland  is  also 
a  lot  of  fun  to  watch  because  I  like 
good  announcing,  good  interviews  and 
best-of-three  fall  main  events"  -- 
Mark  Nulty  "Nobody  shocks  you 
out  of  your  socks  better  than  Bill 
Watts.  Memphis  is  great  mindless 
stuff.  Really,  after  watching  the 
good  Japan  matches  I  find  both  shows 
far  and  away  the  best.  I  can  hardly 
watch  american  wrestling  I've  gotten 
so  spoiled.  Maybe  that's  why  I  like 
Memphis  so  much  now"  —  Mike  Katchell 
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A  W  A 


R  D  S 


Sto^i  £2  long 

^  FI  J-ShW®',  ou^^ 

to 

tradition0^-'  aS  is  0Ur  annual 
xradiMon,  picking  the  top  two  as 

co-matches  of  the  year 
match  of  THE  YEAR 

1#  iiS®  ?!SSS5SAT-JAY  YOUNGBLOOD  vs. 

matAhS^AVSHJER-D0N  KERNODLE  cage 
match  3-12  Greensboro _  ?q 

"  FC  PL£IR  vs.  HARLEY  RACE’ii^i9 
Greensboro  cage  match  i n 

Tokyo  WSK  VS'  DY NAI/iITE ’ Ki ij' 4 -2 3 

Tokyo10  IN°K1  v=''hULk'h6gaN6-2 
5'  wf^R?"  MTijjmHTMTCH-  '9 

SbSHOo5S!K8:5i  ?okyoH“?EN  4 « 

Honorable  Mention:  Von  ErinhA"*'* 

Freebirds  7-4  Ft  Worth  9  S?S.VS‘ 

Kerry  Von  Erich ?}alVs- 
Muraco  vs.  Snuka  7-l\  T=„?allas/’  = 

Kerry  Von  Erfoh  ,1. I^cha"^™ i 

li«r”?sChrll'2v  Dallas  5>  Reddy 
ma?ohr  u:24r§?eensb^on5  d°g  °°llar 

vs  SlSiSSU^^^Wlood 

one  I  most  wanted  to  see  tL^  + 

fanfh  ’  {lot  only  because  it  was  aeS 
fantastic  half  hour  of  action  but 


3. 


The  actual  exposure  of 

i  +n  +  - •  . 


x^iuasxic  naif  hour  of  action  but  naT,ing  one,  and  not  offe 

becomes  of  its  lom*  lon  Dut  refunds.  Who  was  +hi«q7*>  M  , 

I  saw  was  Flair  Sions  ?Joe  B1anchard  lot  evIrytMnTS 

from  Christmas  ’82  in  DaVioS  ch  deserved  for  crowning  the 


I  saw  was  Flair  vc?”1  repercussi 

from  chruSs'.ss-^saiir Erioh 

ROOKIE  OF  THE  War 

1.  ROAD  WARRIORS. . 

2.  Billy  Jack . ;; . }° 

3.  Tonga  Kid . \[*  * . 17 

Angelo  Mosca  Jr....  . c 

Even  though  Billy'is'biAA;;0 

the°Warri ors  \he^t?r  wrestler’ than 

seeCaUdSew°f  ag^^ivenedsshInW§ri0rS 
77  matches  and  overali°impact 

riSrssrts;  "'’"in6  great  ^ 

ing^  out  they  could  be  the  best 
awing  tag  team  ever”  —  Mark  Nulty 
HARDEST  WORKER 

1.  DYNAMITE  KID.. 

2.  Ric  Flair . . 2| 

3.  Tiger  Mask. ...!!!!!!!! . X| 

on  anrefiula^°bha^  S!!en  ^ynamite  Kid 

picked  h“i  knows  why 1 

to 

--^ZnZn IT  b“ij?;up  and  mat’hes„ 

r'Gfff  n  S!1°CK  0F  ™R  Y1?*° 

o*  m.^1B  LOSING  NWA  BELT  TO  RACE  ic 
%■  fehK-s  retirement?. ,.E*  Ja 

ewoluregan/eSUlt  and  tha  ensuing 

io2b??rLa;?  probiama  it  6 


Honorable  me ntion?°bRgturnrof  if”i?  ,  Ela^  Slto  Ro%eT  beS.^a; 

anOeartainlUy°lheReh? tS?’1rSStSinfc„SBKyLi,,???“ti 


LanGeart'-B?tCh  Read  tSrSi°h.Si  5 
•8 1  "SinJy  the  M6«est  shock  of 

but  lh  ?  °n  12-26  at  the  Garden 
but  that  was  too  late  for  our  no  1 
I  went  with  Tiger  Ma^o  po11, 

and  the  fact  he's  stayed  Jil?ir??e?fi 


x  y.  dULuai  e: 

Inoki-gate  to  the  press  is  a  shock 

Wolansk?Ua  °^eSCe  isn,t"  ”  Wait 
thnS  ?Sir-  v  NobodY  was  more  shocked 
than  Inoki  when  Hogan  won  the  IWGP 
tournament"  --  Mark  Nuity 

most  DISGUSTING  PROMOTIONAL  St™ 
r-ELOlE-GlLBERT'S  "tffiiTfeiP1  2, 

2.  Ole  Anderson  advertising  Race  3 
and  assorted  other  blunder  n 

titllhtournelndiSPUted  ““rlPa'-13 
to  have  been.  Wrestlers  getting  PP 

hi2JSred  t0  Vaca‘ti°n  ar  touJ  Sfpan 

has  been  around  for  25  vear^  ?Pfn 

did6nthd  by  s<Iveral  ‘things  oie  Andersi 
f  wA  ^  u°rst  of  which  was  advertis? 
a  World  champion  who  wasn't  ■h^oira^1S1 

?"daot.  Offering  refunds?  *  , 

esPecially  Kevin  Sullivan' 
—  John  Jance  -t  Ho+  11Van 

the  "re-iniurv"  of  offensive  as 

Backlund  and  wimpy  Gilbert ’add  ^6Py 

and1not°havingVoneiSand  “  ?°?ld 

,V "&  one,  and  not  offering 

alrsr” 

ririi^-SISr-sir 

best  announcer 

1.  GORDON  SOLIE  ..  ^ 

2.  Bill  Watts . '  t*  [ . 

3.  Lance  Russell.!!.* . in 

Bonorable  Mention.  D^'icies;  ’po rtland 
5.  Bill  Mercer,  Dallas  ^  orxiand 

rn  °ce  ?f  the  26  who  voted  for 

I'd  appreciate  it.  1 

Russell  because  of  how  he  i ntnr  ance 

with  Jimmy  Hart,  Jimmy  Cornette^nd 

vohLdrefS  r°Ja?ts  l  b-e 

Niceoli  voik^?  ?JSthK®-5  °f 

JohnL^eRuSSellls  «  Perfect  foil"  .. 

ones?  Solie  USJ  t  t5ere  any  ^ood 
gone  sn  ?ii  v  dJt0  g00d  but  he's 
it.  Gorilla  Monsoon^h60^^^  ’  f°rget 
things  ?o  say ’Xd°wh?nSh4n?rkSting 

a  stinker  of  an  MSG  cardhbe?nikSi ?iout 
events,  no  wav  rnn^ni!  bfln§  aH  mair 

but  dcesnVS™  ?«st?inJ1Unh  iS  funni 

ian't  funny  and  also  Se?nL  knlTr°ngt 

wrestling.  Watts  is  the  best  v 

Play  man"  —  Mike  Rosen  "n^  ?~by_ 

knowc*  umoo+i  4  wv _  -Don  Koss 


the  promotion ‘S’nts  toyLinf°rmatj 
he's  articulate  g®t  across 
gives  the  Wession  heSln -al  and 
he's  doing"  —  Mark  Nulty  °°yS  Wha 


« 


MANAGER  of  THE  trap 

17  JIIviMY  HART . . 34 

2 .  Lou  Albano . 17 

3*  Bobby  Heenan .  g 

r£nSJa!S-e  Mentiom  J*  J.  * Di.ii.on  6, 
Grand  Wizard  5 

.  is  the  most  creative  and 

&llenJree  reign  making  him  most 
effective.  Heenan  is  such  a  good 
contrast  to  Bockwinkel  on  interviews 
that  I'd  call  them  the  best  duo. 
Albano,  when  he’s  on  a  roll  is 
pretty  good  also.  Dillon  would 
be  great,  but  he's  in  Florida. 

BEST  THREE  MAN  TEAM 

1.  FREEBIRDS . . 

2 .  Chosyu-Saito-Khan. ...!!!! 24 

3*  V on  Erichs . n 

I  guess  you  can  look  at 'this  one 
two  ways,  but  seeing  and  enjoying 
Freebirds  vs.  Von  Erichs  all  year 
makes  me  realize  that  the  Chosyu- 
Saito-Hhan  trio  is  better  than  both 
the  Freebirds  and  Von  Erichs 
combined.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
the  /on  Erichs  are  better  than  the 
Freebirds  because  they  have  better 
teamwork  and  are  more  talented 
individually  and  are  minus  the  weak 
link. member  the  Freebirds  have.  As 
impact,  there  is  no  doubt  who  is 
best  there.  I  still  went  with  the 
Japanese  team. 

"The. Von  Erichs  are  all  of  good 
Quality.  Can't  pick  Freebirds 
because  Roberts  is  a  dud  and  Hayes 
not  that  great  as  a  wrestler"  — 

John  Jance  "Certainly  the 
AWA’s  Three  Sheiks  could  qualify, 
but  don't.  The  three  Samoans,  forget 
it  although  Samala  is  good.  I’ll 
go  with  the  Von  Erichs  over  Freebirds. 
—  Mike  Rosen 

■************#..».#.  ***.  *  *  *  *  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  #  # 
COMPLETE  LISTIBG  OF  WINNERS 

Wr^stler_of_WieYear 

1980  -  Harley  Race 

1981  -  Ric  Flair 

1982  -  Ric  Flair 

1983  -  Ric  Flair 


Best  Baby  Face 

1980  -  Dusty  Rhodes 

1981  -  Tommy  Rich 

1982  -  Hulk  Hogan 

1983  -  Hulk  Hogan 
Best  Heel 

1980  -  Larry  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Don  Muraco 

1982  -  Buzz  Sawyer 

1983  -  Michael  Hayes 

Best  Feud 

1980  -  Sammartino  vs  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Andre  vs  Khan 

1982  -  DiBiase  vs  Dog 

1983  -  Freebirds  vs  Von  Erichs 

Best  Tag  Team 

1980 -  Gordy &  Roberts 

1981  -  Gordy  &  Snuka 

1982  -  Anderson  &  Hansen 

1983  -  Steamboat  &  Youngblood 

Most  Improved 

1980  -  Larry  Zbyszko 

1981  -  Adrian  Adonis 

1982  -  Jim  Duggan 

1983  -  Curt  Hennig 


BEST  FINISHING  MOVE 

"  ^nuKa’s  superfly  splash 

1982  -  Super  D's  superplex 

1983  -  Snuka' s  superfly  splash 

Most  Impressive 

1980  -  Ken  Patera 

1981  -  Don  Muraco 

1982  -  Tiger  Mask 

1983  -  Dynamite  Kid 


wosx  wasnea  up 

1980  -  Baron  Scicluna 

1981  -  Peter  Maivia 

J982  -  Superstar  Billy  Graham 
1983  -  Chief  Jay  Strongbow 


Most  Obnoxious 

1981  -  Gene  LeBelle 

1982  -  David  Crockett 
1$83  -  Vince  McMahon  Jr. 


Best  Brawler 

1980 -  Bruiser  Brody 

1981  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1982  -  Bruiser  Brody 

1983  -  Bruiser  Brody 

Best  Technical  Wrestler 

1980  -  Bob  Backlund 

1981  -  Ted  DiBiase 

1982  -  Tiger  Mask 

1983  -  Tiger  Mask 

Most  Agile 

1981  -  Jimmy  Snuka 

1982  -  Tiger  Mask 

1983  -  Tiger  Mask 


Strongest 

1981  -  Tony  Atlas 

1982  -  Ken  Patera 

1983  -  Hulk  Hogan 


Best  Interview 

1901  -  Roddy  Piper/Lou  Albano  (tie) 

1982  -  Roddy  Piper 

1983  -  Roddy  Piper 


Most  Charismatic 

1900  -  Ric  Flair 

1981  -  Michael  Hayes 

1982  -  Dusty  Rhodes/Ric  Flair  (tie) 

1983  -  Ric  Flair  ' 


Most  Overrated 

1980  -  Mr.  Wrestling  II 

1981  -  Pedro  Morales 

1982  -  Pedro  Morales 

1983  -  Bob  Backlund 


Most  Underrated 

1980  -  Hossein  Arab  (Iron  Sheik) 

1981  -  Buzz  Sawyer 

1982  -  Adrian  Adonis 

1983  -  Dynamite  Kid 


I9S0 

1981 


Sammartino  vs.  Zbyszko  cage  She 
Backlund  vs.  Patera  MSG 
Rhodes  vs.  Rlair  Kansas  City 
Patterson  vs.  Slaughter  MSG 
Flair  vs.  Backlund  Atlanta 
Tiger  Mask  vs  Dynamite  Kid  Tokv 
1983  -  Slaughter/Kernodle  vs. 

Steamboat/Youngblood  Greensborc 
Flair  vs.  Race  Greensboro 


1982 


Rookie  of  the  Year 
1980  -  Barry  Windham 

"  ?+ad  A£mstrong/Brad  Rheingans  (ti 

1982  -  Steve  Williams 

1983  -  Road  Warriors 


Biggest  Shook 

1981  -  Rich  wins  NWA  title 

1982  -  Wanz  wins  AWA  title 

1983  -  Race  beats  Flair  for  NWA  belt 


Best  Announcer 

1981  -  Gordon  Solie 

1982  -  Gordon  Solie 

1983  -  Gordon  Solie 


~P,ft  Disgusting  Promotional  tactir* 
Tnoi  "  Usa§e  of  The  Monster  in  L.A. 
Toft?  '  .®acklund  staining  WWF  crown 


CORRESPONDENTS  CORNER 


TERRIBLE  WWF  TAPES 


tpr.^^?uld  ’teH  you  about  the 

je.rrxble  way  the  WWF  TV  taping s  are 
being  run.  Gorilla  Monsoon  is 
responsible  for  getting  the  various 
wrestlers  into  the  ring.  One  thine 
viewers  don't  realize  is  sometimes® 
we,  the  audience,  have  to  wait  for 
several  minutes  because  there  is  onlv 
one  wrestler  in  the  ring.  Also,  7 
sometimes  the  wrong  wrestler  enters 

?n%hing:ft^hey  then  stop  the  match 
i"  middlf'  and  Monsoon  chases  the 
wrong  guy  out  and  the  right  one  comes 
in.  M0st  of  the  time  it’s  just  a  TV 
scrub.  J 

the  12^7  Hamburg  TV  tapings 
things  are  obviously  different  in 

+i  “  a®,  Pltle  have  changed  hands 

ineS^S°m^ing  that  never  happens 
in  Hamburg)  I  was  enjoying  a  match 

between  Eddie  Gilbert  &  Tony  Garea 

vs.  Rene  Goulet  &  Mike  Sharpe.  The 

match  was. action-packed  (hard  to 

believe  with  Garea  and  Goulet  but 

never  the  less.  .  .)  when  after  15 

minutes  Gorilla  Monsoon  walks  out 

to  the  ring  and  has  the  nerve  to 

yell  to  Garea,  "Tony,  I  want  a  double 

.  ma^ch  was  ruled  a 

double  DQ.  All  the  wrestlers  quicklv 

rna  in  6  ring  and  started  fighting7 
and  they  were  all  dq’d.  6 

Where  was  the  professionalism? 
Answer— There  was  none.  This  was 
the  sioppiest  thing  I've  ever  seen. 

but^nn+W+ho  th?t  WaS  a  "dark  match," 
but  not  the  mam  e*ent  dark  match. 

oi  thpJ^‘nSh°Uld  either  get  Monsoon 
o  the  ball  or  get  a  new  man. 


Mike  Pochuski 
Mohnton,  Pennsylvania 
ENJOYED  COMMENTS  ON  WARRTORft 


~  J  P,n^°yed  y°ur  comments  on  the 

^  Xt  has  soured  to 

me  that  they  always  wrestle  total 
wimps  on  TV.  1  figured  there  was 
a  gopd  reason.  Just  the  same ,  I'll 
stick  with  rating  them  as  the  top 
tag  team  based  by  reaction  of  the 

?s0miA1dv'H  Sti11,  a  Road  watrior 
vs.  Brody-Hansen  would  be  no  contest 

as  far  as  brawlability  goes. 

1  enjoyed  your  coverage  on  Starcade 

to  A?601?1-?-  I,d  be  surprised 

nf  similar  approach  tried  too 

need  plaCes>  The  AWA  doesn't 


As  you  noted,  World  Class  Wrestlinf 
is  now  broadcast  in  the  Twin  Cities. 

■x  u-Sj°W  s?ems  to  he  just  a  few  weeks 
behind  real.  time.  The  11/26  show  we 
saw  had  the  Garvin-Roberts  vs.  Adams- 
pag  match  where  Sunshine  rips 
off  Precious'  jacket.  Great  Stuff. 
Sunshine  s  press  conference"  a  couple 
of  weeks  before  that  was  unbelievable! 

Our  local  ABC  affiliate  had  a  five 
part  series  on  pro  wrestling.  Althou^ 
their  tongues  are  firmly  planted  in 
cheek,  the  coverage. is  always  good. 
This  station  also  gives  coverage  to 
every  local  card.  I  think  their 
commitment  to  covering  wrestling  will 
continue  as  long  as  their  seems  to  be 
public  interest. 


Mike  Rosen 

St.  Louis  Park,  Minnesota 


SHOCK  OF  SHOCKS 

m  MIuknow  it.'s  incredible!  Give  Vine 
McMahon  credit.  He  can  put  on  a  lous 
card  and  because  it's  during  Christma 
vacation  it  will  sell  out.  Sure  enou 
the  result  was  a  total  shock.  Backlu 
gave  up  to  the  camel  clutch. 

This  has  to  be  the  biggest  shock  o 

^nfn^epr’  Thare  was  n°  indication  th 
would  happen  despite  a  very  contrived 
and  poorly  acted  (by  Backlund)  alter¬ 
cation  on  TV  the  previous  weekend. 

John  Jance 
Flushing,  New  York 

WANTS  CEPTAIN  TAPES 


-  I'm  looking  for  videos  of: 

,,flad  Bul1"  with  Alex  Karras 
pie  Detector"  where  Cyclone  Negn 
flunked  the  test 

3)  The  episode  of  The  Monkees  with  N 
Bockwmkel 


Allan  Gale 
219*11  Bern 

Oak  Park,  Michigan  48237 
DON'T  KNOCK  RAf!R 


I  read  that  a  lot  of  fans  are  kne 
Baron  Von  Raschke.  Jim  isn't  the  tc 
line  wrestler  of  old,  but  never  fail 
to  deliver  a  good  show... at  least  or 
that  pleases  the  typical  fans.  His 
strutting  and  posturing  always  bring 
a  good  audience  response,  espcially 
from  college  kids.  y  y 

WJy  o?  fans  keep  kno °king  Harley 
Race.  Since  obtaining  the  NWA  title 
for  the  seventh  time,  he’s  lost  weie 

SS  £  ^ 

h^Ve  t0  Say  that  1  enj°i 
Race  s  interviews  and  enjoy  watching 

him  wrestle.  He's  skilled,  experier 
and  tough.  So  is  Flair.  Some  of  hi 
metches  in  Japan  were  outstanding. 

1  stlll  believe  Race  is  a  classy 
competitor.  y 


Kevin  Hancer 
Edina,  Minnesota 


SHOULDN'T  USE  SOME  TERMS 


I  think  you  should  use  some 
discretion  about  some  of  the  words 
you  use  in  your  bulletin  (marks, 
baby  face,  heels).  Word  spreads 
fast  in  this  business.  Before 
you  know  it  everybody  will  be  mmart 
about  the  business. 

Roy  Shire  was  heated  up  because 
nobody  would  buy  him  out  (Nov.  83). 

He  felt  it  he  couldn't  make  money 
in  the  business  then  nobody  else 
should.  He  gave  40  years  to  the 
business,  but  what  about  new  wrestlers 
who  want  to  spend  their  next  40  years 
in  the  business.  When  you  have  people 
like  that  it  can  ruin  the  sport. 

Neil  Drummond 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia 
AGREE  WITH  COMMENTS  ON  SHIRES 

I  agree  basically  with  the 
comments  you  made  about  the  Roy 
Shire  article  (Nov.  83).  M0st  fans 
know  the  endings  of  matches  are 
pre-determined.  Many  of  them  don't 
really  care. 

Some  of  the  statements  in  the 
article  were  probably  news  to  many 
news,  especially  the  part  about 
the  use  of  razor  blades  and  the  fact 
that  the  blood  is  real. 

The  majority  of  fans  still  believe 
the  blood  is  fake.  If  you  told  them 
a  wrestler  would  actually  cut  himself 
with  a  blade,  many  wouldn't  believe 
it  and  probably  laugh  in  your  face. 

I  recently  overheard  two  fans 
talking  and  one  of  them  told  the 
other  exactly  how  wrestlers  bleed. 

The  guy  thought  his  friend  was  joking. 
The  man  assured  him  he  was  telling 
the  truth,  but  he  still  didn't  believe 
it. 

I  wasn't  as  upset  about  the  Shire 
article  as  many  people  seemed  to  be. 
Since  most  fans  already  knew  most  of 
what  was  stated,  why  get  upset  about 
it? 

Everything  Mark  Nulty  said  in  his 
commentary  was  true.  The  reason  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  didn't  offer  an 
opposing  viewpoint  was  fairly  obvious. 

Other  promoters  (McMahon,  Gagne) 
could  not  admit  the  truth  about 
wrestling.  They  would  either  have  to 
make  no  comment  or  lie  by  saying  the 
finishes  aren't  pre-determined.  By 
making  no  comment,  the  implication 
would  be  Shire  was  correct. 

If  they  were  to  lie,  wasn't  that 
one  of  the  complaints  Mark  had  about 
Shire? 

I  disagreed  with  your  comments 
about  both  Jacques  Rogeau  and  Roger 
Smith  (Assassin,  A-Team  Memphis). 

You  claimed  Rogeau  is  an  excellent 
wrestler  and  stated  Smith  is  halfway 
decent.  During  his  matches,  Smith 
uses  vertical  suplexes,  belly-to-belly 
suplexes,  double  arm  suplexes,  power 
slams,  clotheslines,  sling-shots 
over  the  top  rope  from  a  standing 
position  and  an  incredible  flying 
elbow  drop  in  which  he  bounces  off 
the  ropes  add  leaps  over  his  opponent 
landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
mail.  '  i Meat  wrestlers  of  average 


spectacular, 
his  weight, 
against 


liked 

good 

his 


+ni?l!LSira£ly  Hnd.on  ^e  side  closest 
to  them.  Considering  Smith's  size 
it  makes  the  move  even  more 

Smith's  only  drawback  is 
You  never  seem  to  hold  that 
Crusher  Blackwell  though. 

Rogeau  is  good  and  I  reallv 
him  as  a  villain.  He  isn’t  as 
as  you  say,  however.  Granted 
dropkick  off  the  turnbuckle  is 
fantastic,  but  he  has  little  else  in 
the  way  of  talent.  Smith  is  a  much 

Jh  ne£  "r2Stler ,and ,even  raore  impressive 
iJ?ITland?z  (Assassin  #2  in 
Mid  Atlantic).  Roger  is  obviously 
better  than  Joe  Hamilton. 

1  ag^eed  with  your  comments  about 
the  Road  Warriors  in  the  last  issue. 

Lr?vllKe+tiuy  pr°ject  a  great  image 
on  TV,  but  they  aren’t  nearly  as 

impressive  when  you  see  them  live. 

I  ve  seen  them  five  or  six  times 

and  none  of  their  bouts  have  been 

very  good.  Any  match  of  theirs' 

which  goes  more  than  ten  minutes 

£n  +SU?ily  bori!?g  because  they  spend 
60  to  70  percent  of  the  time  on  the 
mat  in  rest  holds. 

Since  most  people  only  see  them 
on  TV  and  not  in  arenas,  I  can  see 
how  they  would  be  impressed.  I  reallv 
don't  like  them  as  mSch  as  everyone  7 
else  does.  In  fact,  I  don't  like  them 
at  all. 


Norm  Dooley 

New  Albany,  Indiana 

VINCE  IS  CREATING  A  MONSTER 

It  s  been  ten  years  possibly  since 
attendance  in  Pittsburgh  was  as  bad 
as  the  12/l6. card.  The  problem  is 
ack  of  imagination  in  the  matchmaking 
plus  a  champion  that  everyone  knows 
several  wrestlers  are  better  than. 

Vince  plays  everyone  as  fools.  Thev 
are  going  too  far  in  expansion  with 
more  than  two  cards  a  night.  The 
wrestlers  already  have  the  Georgia 
disease  (they  travel  and  barnstorm 
so  much  they  leave  their  best  action 
on  the  bus  and  go  through  the  motions 
m  the  ring).  Pittsburgh  fans  don't 
want  to  sell  out  $6-8  to  see  poor 
matchmaking,  poor  matches  and  a  poor 
champion.  When  they  announced  the  1/20 
line-up,  a  situation  where  fans  normallv 
show  plenty  of  emotion,  the  crowd  sat 
and  did  nothing.  Even  Sgt.  Slaughter 
vs.  Jimmy  Snuka  only  drew  a  whimper 

The  recent  Muraco-Albano  vs.  Snuka- 
Skoaland  match  was  beyond  bad.  Ivan 
Putski  vs.  Sgt.  Slaughter  was  as  bad 
as  you  would  expect.  Fans  are  realizing 
that  Ivan,  who  was  really  big  in  this 
blue-collar  town,  can't  wrestle. 

Vince  Sr.. created  a  monster.  A  son 
^4o  is  becoming  the  Hitler  of  wrestling. 
If  I  hear  about  the  WWF  calendar  or 
Victory  Magazine  I'll  scream. 

The  Georgia  shows  in  Altoona  have 
been  selling  out.  The  WWF  in  Altoona 
is  basically  empty. 

Jay  Steele 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


l\ 


ENJOYED  NULTY  ARTTPT.tt 

Enjoyed  the  January  bulletin  as 
it  was  one  of  the  more  provacative 

°  f  ,to  dabe-  1  enjoyed  your  editorial 
and  also  the  Mark  Nulty  commentary. 
Apparently  Mr.  Nulty  and  myself  share 
a  common  disdain  of  media  hvoe 


moves  counter  holds  and  their  own  br; 
of  martiai  arts.  When  Steamboat 

You^blood  like  a  human  barbel: 
and  threw  him  on  Jerry  Brisco  it  was 
an  excellent  finish.  Even  some  of 
the  non  fans  at  the  bar  were  cheering 
My  choice  of  card  of  the  year  is 
obvious.  The  Greensboro  Thanksgiving 


-  — w j.  mcuia  n y p 0  #  ,  —  ^  one  y  tJclX  IS 

t  seems  the  slick  packaging  and  media^+Vf0U7  • Greensboro  Thanksgiving 
hype  characterizing  the  World  Class  Starcade  83  was  a  rewarding  experieri 

promotion  has  been  a  triumph  of  style  Pre_IIiatch  hype  through  the 

over  content.  This  group  will  have  its  P  matches  to  the  main  event 

work  cut  out  whpn  +ho  wJL-u,  JLn ,ave  lts  Roddy  Piper  and  Greg  Valentine  nut 

thP  hpQt  onH  nn  T  v  jJ  U  L 


i - 1'  v  &IUUP  will  nave  i 

rnak+LUt  oubwhen  ■the  Freebirds  leave 
and  the  catfights  subside. 

It  was  amusing  to  hear  Ft.  Worth 
commentator  Mark  Lowrance  refer  to 
Mike  Von  Erich’ s  pro  debut  as  "the 

beginning  of  a  legend."  I'm  wondering 
if  a  pipeline  exiqtc  4. ,  _  «  „ . 


H  I  ?iPeiine  exists  between  the  offices  Sth^  th®  cons 

? J/SS. *?*  Schramm^ofCeS  5?® 


4-u  /-v  7  ,  7  ^aienune  pi 

b?art  Taed  “lldest  chain  natch 

Drawl  that  I  have  ever  seen. 

While  many  cage  matches  promise  a 

lot  more  than  they  deliver,  the  match 

between  Ric  Flair  and  Harley  Race 

showed  the  considerable  ability  of 


emu  it ix  £>cnramm  of  •  - - *  -Kace  countered  the 

Jf4las  Cowboys .  Perhaps  World  Class  8  four'  Flair  used  all  sorts  of 

Wrestling  may  soon  be  referred  to  as  Supi??es  ??d  ladles  and  flying  stomp 
A  me  r  i  p.b  q  u>r»o  o + 1  ^  ^ — _  .  •  This  _ _ -»  -  .  _  ** 


w  .77 - ° •  remaps  world  C 

Wrestling  may  soon  be  referred  to  as 
America’s  wrestling  promotion. 

The  plaudits  given  World  Class  were 

!nuihe^1Ven  t0  Bil1  Watts  of 
South  th!s  year.  The  angles  he  comes 

a  bunc£  S6  ??2j*  But  if  you're  hooking 
a  bunch  of  stiffs,  what  good  are  they? 

Jerry  Jarrett’s  Memphis  group  Y 

E28  anSles  ?“d  twists  as  well  as 

Wa++o  ?°+S’  wltbout  the  seriousness 
V/atts  intones  when  hyping  a  guv  lib 

Junkyard  Dog.  It's  eL/to  ^reciate 


mu*  7 - .  -mg  sxomp 

.  JJ)}1?  all-°ut  action  card  should  be 
fof  promoters.  Excellent  car 
of  this  caliber  need  not  ruin  attenda 
Check  out  the  aftermath  of  the  Philad 
phis  and  Dallas  supercards. 

While  many  fans  knock  Harley  Race 

ShJTO ha“^rofthe  many  fina 

Martin  Slobin 
Royal  Oak,  Michigan 
DIDN'T  LIKE  COMMENT  ON  vyPPPoo 

cl  I  T" Lr  ^  -C  ^  ^  -i  1  - 


v  7  y  -*•  u  °  ced^y  xo  appreciate  n 

?5' ,f«PlSt  !un  ?f  femphis  when  comparinl  T  t  f - -  -• 

lb  bo,  tbe  Preteneiousness  of  Mid  South  I  ?  hake  offense  about  the  Rock’ri' 

and  World  Class.  10  b0uth  Roll  Express  looking  like  clowns 

*aS  ^®^reshing  to  see  Jim  Crockett  ^?mJent  in  y°ur  last  issue.  If  yOU 
cited  for  the  success  of  Starcade  ’83  pick  up  anY  maj°r  rock  &  roll  magazi 

rather  than  what  some  consider  his  lack  |Uch  as  "Circus ,’’  "Creem"  or  "Hit 

of  innovation.  Mid  Atlantic  promotions  Farad®f  you’ll  see  many  top  ten 

stablP°!i?1+t?ntly  booked  the  finest  fr^Vai^H  ?r±*sfs  like  "Quiet  Riot" 

f  tabent  since  1974  when  Crockett? »  Haie13  dressed  in  the  same 
began  rev amp mg  the  promotion.  The  hi °7*  . 1  feel  guys  like  the  Expre 

apparent?  ar6"a  Sh°WS  is  =^"flng  ,a.  more  mociern  fa^ion  1 

While  the  "never  ending"  feuds  here 
can  become  tiresome,  the  qualify  of 
the  matches  themseives  and  the  workrate 

Some  nfP?htlCiPantS  haS  bo  be  sdmired. 
a?p  F?ft  m°ll  meraorable  examples 
Y00nah?ir7S‘  Sb®amboat  and  Steamboat  & 

Youngblood  vs.  the  Briscos  series.  title  bouts)  for 'futirS*  eardT^S 

luli  y°u  described  in  Mid  Atlanticpubllcity .  Upcoming  cards  hOd  Of  ^ 
SSiarent  n?W:  MosCa  can*t  draw  sO  little  mentioO  o?  I?o0  ShOik  ffVel 

S^pOO  y+Pf°v1Sing  fued  looked  like  you  were  as  J  U  tlx*  .*  m  5 

Steamboat  &  Youngblood  vs.  Slater  l 

Orton,  and  now  that’s  not  going  to 
happen  either.  Tommy  Rich^ay  develop 
a  following  if  he  stays  but  "Wildfire" 

IS  Dr3C”tl  1  \t  qv  +  1  _ 


the  sP°rt-  LlcyJ  Lu., 

PE_RHAPS  TITLE  CHANGE  WAS  LSST  MTN’TTrnE 


Somehow  I  think  the  title  chan^p 
!!??,  a  iast-minute  decision.  Before 
f ^-J-ly  Graham  won  the  belt,  his  bouts 
(which  later  would  be  announced  as 

Jj“ts)„£?rJuture  cards  were 


.  .7°  oo<d.yt>  DUX 

IS  practically  extinguished. 

Larry  Lovell 
Hillsville,  Virginia 

STARCADE  LIVED  Uff>  TO  ITS  BTTJ.TNn 

I  would  like  to  add  two  more 

SSfSWS  an^wrestling^ard 

are^clear?r"  P°r  “  ■ ’  dhofee0^^ 

?tarcade  ’83  went  over 
ben  us  wrestling  fans 

stuffed  with  turkey  went  to  a  Detroit 
bar  that  had  a  dish  on  the  roof.  All 
of  us  agreed  that  the  World’s  tag  team 
ti tie  match  between  Jack  &  Jerry8Brisco 
VS.  Ricky  steamboat  &  Jay  Youngblood 

roLhousf  i0"?1*  Th6  Br^SCOS  Combined 
roughouse  tactics  and  excellent  wrestling 

Steamboat  &  Youngblood  used  high  flying 


you  were  as  surprised  as  nearly  ever 
chInge!nCldding  myself’  ab°ut  the  ti 

vp r-ir  aeree  tl^iat  Davey  fioy  Smith  is 
very  impressive.  The  Cobra  left  mnr 

1°  be  desired.  Really,  he  and  any 
new  masked  wrestler  in  New  Japan  wil 

forCptP?red+t0  Tifer  Mask’  and  unfav 
lor  at  least  another  year. 


Wglt  Wolansky 
Eddystone ,  Pennsylvania 
DOESN’T  LIKE  TIGER  MASw 


andIwaln'+n?h?l  ^iger  Mask's  “atohe: 
lfko  =11  Lt5at  “"Pressed.  I  don't 
lice  all  that  acrobatic  stuff. 

facL  T  Lt  difficult  to  choose  b5 
1  e^pect  it  in  the  AWA  when 

G?fggif°eSWhptWhnt  any°ne  t0  outcla; 
reggie.  What  happened  to  mv  vouth 

Swder6  Sad  R°5-Ca'  Gasaa,  O'^onnoJ? 
Snyder,  Carpentier  and  McClaritv? 

Ron  Dobratz 

Roscme ,  Illinois 
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WRESTLING  NQTEBO  0  K 


WWF 

WWF  HC  -  Iron  Sheik 
Intercontinental  HC  -  Don  Muraco 
WWF  TTC  -  Tony  Atlas  &  Rocky  Johnson 

We’re  starting  off  here  because  this 
is  where  the  news  is.  More  has  happened 
concerning  the  WWF  in  the  past  two 
weeks  than  in  the  two  years  previous 
to  Christmas. 

Iron  Sheik,  as  everyone  knows  by 
now,  won  the  WWF  title  from  Bob 
Backlund  when  Arnold  Skoaland,  Backlund' 
manager,  tossed  in  the  towel  at  II150 
on  12/26  at  Madison  Square  Garden. 

The  match  itself  was  wrestled  to 
show  Sheik  totally  dominating  Bob 
who  entered  with  a  "severely  injured 
shoulder  or  neck."  The  injury  stemmed 
from  an  Iranian  club  incident  when 
Bob  began  twirling  Sheik’s  clubs, 
and  Sheik  hit  him  from  behind  in 
the  neck  on  the  12/6  Allentown 
tapings  third  hour,  shown  the 
Saturday  before  the  MSG  match. 

Bob  was  supposed  to  fall  with  the 
club  hitting  his  neck.  Clumsy  Bob, 
however  fell,  realizing  he  screwed 
up,  picked  up  a  club,  and  hit  himself 
in  the  head  with  it.  I'm  told  it 
was  the  worst  skit  even  Bob  has  ever 
been  involved  in.  The  one  thing  I 
noticed,  which  has  been  brought  up 
by  many,  is  that  for  a  sold  out 
Garden  (show  drew  24,500  including 
Felt  Forum  closed  circuit) ,  the 
crowd  reaction  from  the  intro 
throughout  the  bout  and  the  finale 
was  dead.  No  heat  whatsoever. 

I'm  told  as  far  as  Sheik  as 
champion,  despite  his  references 
to  the  Ayatollah,  his  flag  waving 
and  rubbing  the  win  in  everyone's 
face,  he  isn’t  getting  nearly  the 
heat  villains  like  Don  Muraco  and 
Sgt.  Slaughter  got  some  months  earlier. 
Even. though  the  Sheik,  who  is  nearly 
44,. is  well  past. his  prime,  his  choice 
as  interim  champion  was  the  best  one 
available.  Sgt.  Slaughter  is  about 
to  turn  baby  face,  and  the  fact  an 
Iranian  holds  the  WWF  belt  will 
probably  be  a  major  excuse  for  the 
change . 

Muraco  can  stimulate  more  heat, 
but  he's  been  around  for  so  long, 
already  held  the  I.C.  title  (which 
he  will  likely  lose  1/23  to  Tito 
Santana  at  the  Garden)  and  unbe¬ 
lievable  as  it  sounds,  may  also 
change  sides  of  the  fence.  If  he 
doesn't,  he'll  be  back  in  Hawaii 
for  some  Rest  and  recuperation 
by  February.  In  addition,  on  a 
recent  TV  taping,  Lou  Albano  slapped 
Mike  Sharpe,  who  is  currently  In 
Japan.  For  the  first  time  in  modern 
history,  it's  hard  to  figure  exactly 
what  will  happen  next  in  this  area. 

Almost  equal  to  the  news  of 
Backlund’ s  loss,  comes  the  news 
of  the  new  wrestlers  who  have 
appeared  in  WWF  rings.  Of  course 
the  biggest  coup  was  the  signing 
of  Hulk  Hogan  away  from  the  AWA . 

McMahon  undoubtedly  made  Hogan  an 
excellent  financial  proposition, 
but  Gagne  actually  got  together 

enough  capital  to  top  it,  which  is 


Tit  n?  w 
Rom 


why  the  AWA  expected  Hogan  to  return 
from  his  Japanese  tour  in  their  rings 
The  fact  that  Vince  McMahon  Sr.  was 
in  Japan  at  the  same  time  as  Hogan 
makes  you  realize  what  happened  next 
It  is  rumored  one  of  Hogan's  demands* 
was  the  WWF  title  belt.  I  do  know  for 
a  fact  another  of  his  demands  was  that 
he  could  pick  a  wrestler  to  bring  with 
him  to  work  with--David  Schults. '  The 
AWA’s  two  other  major  losses  to  the 
WWF  raids,  Rick  Martel  and  Gene 
Okerlund  may  or  may  not  have  been 
additional  demands.  Actually,  in 
Martel  s  case  I’m  pretty  sure  it  wasn’t 
as  we  reported  last  month  Martel  was 
to  leave  the  AWA  anyway. 

Also  while  in  Japan,  the  elder 
McMahon  finalized  the  deal  with  Adrian 
Adonis,  and  apparently  was  so  impressed 
with  the  Adonis  &  Dick  Murdoch  team, 
that  the  McMahon* s  and  Murdoch  have 
buried  the  hatchet  a  little  bit,  as 
the  two  are  teaming  together  on  the 
WWF  tapings  in  St.  Louis  and  are  due 
for  the  late  January  Pennsylvania 
tapes.  The  Adonis  &  Murdoch  duo  was 
managed  by  Mad  Dog  Managof f ,  who  may 
be  the  son  of  former  wrestler  Bobbv 
Managof f. 

The  other  newcomer  is  Roddy  Piper, 
who  seems  to  be  in  more  of  a  managerial 
capacity  rather  than  a  wrestler. 

Piper  is  managing  Schults  and  Paul 
Orndorff.  While  Piper  will  make  a 
great  manager,  I'd  like  to  see  him 
in  the  ring  semi-regularly .  He's 
better  than  most  of  the  WWF  wrestlers 
and  as  far  as  generating  heat  and 
crowds,  he’s  one  of  the  best  heels 
I've  ever  seen. 

Gene  Okerlund,  who  is  the  best 
"straight  man"  interviewer  in  the 


Pcw|  CKrJi  &lA'f 
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business,  has  taken  over  for  Pat 
^rson  as  Vince  Jr.'s  TV  sidekick 
tfith  Okerlund ,  the  WWF  TV  shows 
will  be  doing  more  interviews  before 
the  crowds  and  Okerlund  is  also 
replacing  McMahon  on  the  local 
pro-mo | s.  He  will  certainly  work 
weil  with  the  likes  of  Piper,  Adonis 
Murdoch,  Schults  and  Hogan.  With  the 
signing  of  the  AWA  talent  and  its 
announcer,  one  would  expect  McMahon 
and  company  to  be  running  Minneapolis 
and  environs  shows  very  soon  ^ 

As  mentioned,  the  WWF  is  now  in 
bt.  Louis.  Whether  or  not  McMahon 
actually  bought  out  Gagne  and  Geigel 
as  has  been  reported  elsewhere  & 
is  debateable  noticing  the  attark 
by  hcltahcn  on  Gagne '  s^troops/plus 

a  Ga*neA GeiSel  have  gotten 

'  ou/eb  in  St.  Louis  and 
nave  more  shows  booked.  WWF  tanpd 
at  the  Chase  Hotel  charging  $5 
(From  Muchnick  through  Geigel  and 
iatysik  traditionally  Typings 
-n  ^t.  Louis  have  been  free) 

f0r  the  three  b°urs  of 
tapes,  plus  a  non- televised  "dark 

match"  on  12/28  and  dre),  an  overtlov, 
crowd  of  1100  and  turned  away  several 
hundred  more.  Besides  the  newcomers 
(Hogan,  ochults,  Martel,  Okerlund 

thev'had  -Urid°Mh)  already  mentioned, 
tnayTh  d  511  Mascaras.  John  studd 
and  Ivan  Putski  at  the  tapings 

The^ex^t  D?nni?  StarnP  doirig  jobs. 
•^unmXt  taPing  is  set  for  1/16 

daS  To?y  Atlas  vs.  Murdoch  as  the 
dark  match,  and  WWF  debuts  at  Kiel 

Roval^Hu^k  k10  With  a  20  man  Battle 
Koyal,  Hulk  Hogan  vs.  The  Superstar 

and  Jimmy  Snuka  vs.  Mr.  Fuii 

initiafpd1ihKPLR"T/  in  St*  L°uis 
The ^"wJoo+i*  ^  contact  with  the  WWF. 

The  Wrestling  at  -the  Chase"  program 
that  Bob  Geigel  was  running  was  doing 

statinn°rlh*  the  ratl"8s'  ihe  ® 

station,  which  owns  the  broadcast 

promotion  b°th  Larry  Matysik  (whose 
and  tPpe!rs  Jo  he  defunct) 

and  Titan  Sports  about  replacing 

eigel  s  shows  with  somebody  else 
Actually  crowds  in  December  were 
12/?idry  d°Wn  throughout  the  WWF. 

a^sss  iLe 

e%  ?  v-"-  srs? 

Aib^  U  Supersta/and^Muraco- 
Albano  vs  Snuka- Arnold  Skoaland. 

pe^  Sow6  SSrk?e6d  averaSinS  13.000 
per  snow.  Backlund  was  the  recipient 

morp°r*i!nd  m°re  boos  at  many  ofPthe 
arenas.  With  McMahon 
panding  into  new  territory,  it  was 
obvious  Backlund  had  to  go/  Actuallv 
Bob's  bouts  with  both  Sheik  and  Y 
Superstar  were  the  worst  drawing  title 
series  events  in  several  years  &  1 

12/30 VWd/  f*TSt  ?etroi*  show  on 
12/30  headlined  by  Backlund  vs 

Slaughter  drww  2300.  They  are 

coming  back  with  Hogan  and  will 

undoubtedly  do  much  better. 


The  1/23  MSG  show  has  Iron  Sheik  vj 
Backlund,  who  will  still  be  suffering' 
from. his  neck  injury  and  probably  not 
regain  the  title.  Even  if  he  does, 
the  interest  the  title  change  sparked 
will  keep  crowds  up  for  a  while.  San- 
vs  Muraco,  Atlas-J0hnson  vs  Samoans, 
Orndorff  vs  Bellomo ,  etc.  round  it 
°v/‘v,  I'™  told  MSG  is  also  booked  2/2( 
which  would  be  Backlund  six-year 
anniversary,  so  I'll  assume  he's  to 
get  a  second  re-match.  Slaughter, 
who  should  be  a  full-fledged  baby 
face  by  the  following  MSG  show  in 
late  March,  will  probably  get  into 
a  series  of  bouts  followed  by  Hogan 
for  an  early  summer/late  spring  Shea 
Stadium  show  and  the  title  change, 
p.  h  Hogan  as  champ,  turn  Andre  the 
Giant  into  a  villain,  and  Waalaa— 
Shea  Stadium  won't  be  big  enough  to 
hold  this  promotion.  Let's  see  how 
close  this  scenario  comes, 

Backlund  &  Hogan  teamed  up  several 
times  on  the  tapings  1/2  and  1/3, 
including  Hulk's  surprise  return 
™  th®  fir?t  hour  in  a  bout  between 

oh  fSd  /  Saf10an*  Bob  overacted  his 
shoulder/neck  injury  through  the  thirc 
hour  on  both  shows,  making  it  an  "out" 
for  the  next  month  at  least. 

.J?stonnan!  Capital  Centre  and  Los 
Angeles  all  have  Battle  Royal  this 
next  month.  I'm  told  WWF  will  draw 
the  first  sellout  at  the  Olympic 
Auditonum  on  1/28  in  severa/years. 

By  the  way,  the  Los  Angeles  Sports 
Arena,  where  WWF  had  been  running  the 
past  year,  is  trying  to  bring  in 
wrestling  on  its  own.  The  directors 
sey  they're  negotiating  with  "a  g?Sup 
out  of  Minneapolis."  Stay  out  of  A 
one  /erne  w°rry  about  your  home, 

theTWWFB^bhp/°r1S  may  not  g0  throu? 
tne  WWF  rubber-stamp  promotion  as  in 

hp®?t-  ,0n  12/1?  in  Baltimore.' 

with  the  winner  of  the  royal  set 

to  wrestle  Backlund  for  the  titlp 

Tony  Atlas  won  the  royal  Backed 

was  At}as.i'restled  16  minutes  and  I 
n  oldj\was  worse  than  you  would 
?  medically  impossible 

if  both  of  their  hearts  were  beating 
Anyway,  Bob  head-butted  Tony  in  the 
groin  accidentally  on  an  attempted 

ie!P;fv°g'  Tony  was  unable  to  continue 
but  Bob  refused  to  accept  the  win. 

Backlund°+hp/  i+  B°snton'  Muraco  wishe 
and  hn?idpdh!  beStn  °?  luck  ^inst  Shei 

Sh?lS  fl  S  ins«lts  at  the  Ir«n 

•  i  p  ^  Washington,  D.C.  Slaughter 
wished  President  Reagan  and  Nancv 
a  <ierry  Christmas  and  vowed  if  he 

bubbles)eik '  SHeik  wU1  be 

I  almost  forget  an  impressive 
newcomer,  Jose  Luis  Rivera  who  used 
to  wrestle  as  Mac  Rivera.  I'm  told 
he  looks  pretty  good.  The  Moondogs 

fnn/ev/n  the  way-  WF  Plans  to  run 

mon?hs  ^-Pr-night  in  the  c°ming 
months,  which  is  spreading  things 

rather  thin,  but  with  thif  talen? 

pool,  they  11  get  away  with  it 


Buddy  Rogers  slipped  in  the  MSG 
dressing  room  11/21  which  is  why  he 
cancelled  his  series  of  matches  as 
Jimmy  Snuka’s  partner,  causing  old 
Arnie  Skoaland  to  sub  against  Muraco 
and  Albano.  Rogers  has  been  fired 
and  has  sued  McMahon, 

There's  more.  Rumor  has  it  WWF 
talking  with  Spyros  Arion  in  Greece 
to  head  up  operations  in  Australia. 
McMahon  Sr.,  while  in  Japan,  sold  an 
arena  tape  to  one  of  the  networks 
for  $20,000  and  talked  with  Hisashi 
Shinma,  the  deposed  brains  behind  the 
NJV/A  success  story  in  Japan,  about 
promoting  in  the  Orient.  Apparently 
if  all  goes  well  in  this  venture, 

Shinma  has  told  McMahon  he  can  lure 
Satoru  Sayama  (the  original  Tiger  Mask) 
out  of  retirement. 

WV/F  has  cancelled  further  shows  in 
San  Diego.  12/4  drew  only  1800  and 
the  action  there  was  poor  because  they 
wrestle  in  a  boxing  ring,  thus  the 
wrestlers  can’t  take  any  real  falls. 
l/28  Los  Angeles  Battle  Royal  which 
has  John  Tolos,  Pat  Patterson, 

Santana,  Atlas,  Sharpe,  Afa  &  Sika, 
Sheik,  Slaughter,  Andre  and  Hogan 
was  to  be  the  last  Calif,  card  if 
crowds  don't  pick  up,  but  they 
certainly  will.  Baltimore  runs  1/28 
also  with  Bgcklund  vs  Orndorff, 

Snuka  vs  Muraco,  Superstar  vs 
Johnson.  It'll  be  interesting  to 
see  how  well  Backlund  vs.  Orndorff 
draws. 


butiost  via  pin  to  the  three  teams 
finishing  ahead  of  them.  Ron  Fall pr 
Barry  Windham  followed  with  four  ■ 

points,  Ashura  Hara  &  Mighty  Inoue 
with  two  and  Goro  Tsurumi  &  The 
Mongolian  (Gene  Lewis)  with  zilch. 

This  group  drew  sellouts  just  about 
every  night  of  the  tag  tourney  wUh 
Terry  Funk  on  hand  to  manage  his 
brother  and  Baba.  Terry  did  4t 
involved  in  the  12/10  bout,  naturally 
with  Brody  &  Hansen  as  foes.  After  -V 
Stan  iariated  the  ref  and  tied  Dory 
in  the  ropes,  the  two  doubled  on  Baba 
which  caused  Terry  to  run  in.  Sanfen 

£h?nh?d  Terry  and  tossed  him  out,  and 
h  Rio6piry-ran  baGk  in.’  Stan  was  gone. 

-p •  ,,  and  Kabuki  appeared  the 

final  three  nights  of  the  series. 

0^12/10  inSNrUta  WSnt  th6/  time  limit 

on  12/10  in  Nagoya,  on  12/11  in  Yokosuka 

Flair  teamed  with  Windham  &  Fuller* 

losing  to  Dory  &  Baba  &  Kabuki  when 

Baba  pinned  Windham  and  on  12/12  in 

Tokyo,  Flair  was  DQ’d  for  hitting 

the  ref  at  24,84  agains?  Katag^ 

l/?2  lTT  SnfieS  ran  frmm  i/2  to 

i/dd,  Steve  Olsonoski ,  Kellv  Fini^k-i 
Umanosuke  Ueda,  Goro  Tsurumi,  GypsJ  ’ 
Joe,  Lizmark  (recognized  as  N.W  A 
World  '  s  Middleweight  champion  Yr™ 
Mexico  Great  Kabuki  and  the  Magic 
Dragon  (Kazuhara  Sonoda)  all  wifi 
appear  for  the  entire  set.  Michael 
Hayes  &  Terry  Gordy  arrive  l/io  for 
the  final  two  weeks. 


As  expected,  Stan  Hansen  &  Bruiser 
Brody  swept  through  the  tag  team 
tournament  downing  Jumbo  Tsuruta  & 
Genichiro  Tenryu  on  the  12/12  Tokyo 
final  before  a  sellout  13,000. 

Going  into  the  final  night,  Hansen  & 
Brody  has  10  points,  Dory  Funk  & 

Giant  Baba  had  10  and  Tenryu  &  Tsuruta 
had  11.  Th©  tourney  awards  one  point 
for  a  draw  and  two  for  a  win,  so  you 
can  figure  the  possibilities  as  Dory 
&  Baba  also  met  Tiger  Jeet  Singh  & 
Umanosuke  Ueda  that  night.  That 
match  was  a  double  count  out,  which 
meant  Tenryu  &  Tsuruta  just  needed 
a  draw  to  win  the  tourney,  which 
they  didn’t  get.  Hansen  &  Brody 
didn’t  lose  but  lost  Vfta  Dory  & 

Baba  on  12/10  putting  them  in  a 
must-win  predicament  the  last  night. 

After  Hansen  &  Brody's  12  points, 
Dory  &  Baba  and  Tsuruta  &  Tenryu 
tied  for  second  with  11  (the  two 
had  gone  to  a  45  minute  draw  11/29 
Sapporo);  Tiger  Jeet  Singh  &  Umanosuke 
Ueda,  who  also  didn't  lose  a  match 
clear  cut  (nor  did  Dory  &  Baba) 
finished  with  six,  losing  several 
bouts  via  DQ  including  12/11  against 
Brody  &  Hansen.  Singh  &  Ueda  tied 
with  Mil  Mascaras  &  Dos  Caras  who 
also  had  six  points  in  fourth  place. 
Mil  &  Dos  beat  Singh  &  Ueda  via  DQ 


PACIFIC  WRESTLING  FEDERATION 
International  HC  -  Jumbo  Tsuruta 
Pacific  Federation  HC  -  Stan  Hansen 
United  National  HC  -  Ted  DiBiase 
I nterna tional  jr.  HC  -  Chavo  Guerrero 
International  TTC  -  Giant  Baba  & 

Jumbo  Tsuruta 


NEW  JAPAN  WRESTLING  ASSnnTA'rrnN 
JLnjernati°nai  HC  -  Tatsumi  Fujinami 
jr.  HC  -  The  Cobra 

Antonio  Inoki  &  Hulk  Hogan  won 
the  annual  Madison  Square  Garden 
tag  team  tournament  downing  Adrian 
Adonis  &  Dick  Murdoch  in  12/8 

12konnfinalS  b®fore  a  house  of 

on'Adnn^anS;  Ho§an  use  the  lariat 

thp  •  taSf6d  Inoki  who  gave  him 

the  enzuigin  for  the  pin.  Actually 

niah+  Was.a  ™ach  better  match  that  7 

with  KeLn0^  6  C°a^  °Ut  (what  else) 
Pni?nK  ?g  Kimura-Akira  Maeda-Tatsumi 

Sam  Riki  Chosyu-Animal 

Hamaguchi-Yoshiaki  Yatsu . 

This  tourney  ran  differently,  as 
the  roufld-robin  went  on  with  the  two 
Tokv^  ?oinb-g^ters  going  into  the 
loinl  ?a^-eVe?t-  Act“ally  the  leading 

&  Swedf  t6aT  Was  Andre  the  Giant8 

+h  -V  \ Hanson‘  Andre  &  Swede  lost 

Jn  12/6hfnCn  reaching  the  finals 
on  12/6  m  Osaka  when  in  a  match 

against  Murdoch  &  Adonis,  thty stuff 

ausing  him  to  suffer  a  "neck  iniurv" 
and  return  home.  Andre  &  sSede  we2 
the  only  unbeaten  team.  Murdoch  1 

3£0pped  a  few  via  DQ  and 
I  oki  &  Hogan  lost  earlier  to  Adonis 
*nMurddch  in  a  bout  Andre  interred 

forTae^S?!nW6^e  scored  five  points 
oSt  «i5 It11  Win'  four  for  a  count 

;.uJn5Bfo?r^^”snf0?-5v 

JK.°1 

n°ki  &  Hogan  had  28,  Adonis  4  Murdoch 

4  iileda  24y\f/ama|vChi  26'5’  FuJinami 

a  waeaa  24-,  Killer  Khan  &  Tigpr  Tn0„„vi< 

ihii5'  n+ijiwSakagUchi  &  Keng?  Kimura  14 
while  Otto  Wanz  &  Wayne  Bridges  anH 

T)ofi5+HennTe  &  Bobby  Duncum  each  had  five 
points.  In  the  battle  between  the  twn 
bottom  teams,  Hennig  &  Duncum  won 
however  Wanz  &  Bridges  *«5  n«S  IS  •' 
lone  win  on  12/7 vif forfeit 
were  scheduied  to  battle  Andre  i^Sde 
coi-fhl+  g^0UP  also  drew  nightly 

One  Ihe  tag  tournament. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  wa* 

clickellT+h?  Inoki-HaIan  dSS  wSSid 

?brns  out'  apparently 
things  aren't  so  bad  off  between 

the  two.  Inoki  was  even  an  invited 
guest  at  Hogan's  weddingl2/l8  in 
Los  Angeles  and  Inoki  if  even  going 

H°|an  °noe  a«aln 

TnokiP=i?gw  Many  newsPapers  reported 
inoki  and  Hogan  would  have  a  falling 

out  in  the  tourney  to  build-up  a  8 
m?tch’  bu't  that  didn'Jtake 

?he  team  PP?hen^LH°8an  reall>-  ««"ied 
wie^xeam.  rhe  fans  were  unhappv 

whfi^r  ans°n  !s  Andr«'s  partner 
which  I  guess  doesn't  surprise  too 
many  people.  prise  too 

Signed  for  l/i  in  Tokyo  was 

AhI5kviVS*  Dusty  Rhodes*  Sakaguchi  vs 

*1 Chosyu8&Yatsu ' 
mS;iU^narai  4  Maeda-  The  Cobra  ?s. 
^ino-„Trger  and  ^oamite  Kid  4  his 
cousin  Davey  Boy  Smith  vs.  Isamu 
Teramshi  4  Kuniaki  Kobayashi 
are  priced  at  $50,  $35,  $25 

$7-50  whifcH  wef$  4 !  „  *  5\*15  *nd 

ere  the  same  prices  as 


in  the  tag  tourney.  By  the  way,  that 
card  will  be  televised,  or  should  I  sa1! 
was  televised  live. 


a  ocu.  ut)  i/i  conxinue 

The  big  show  2/^  wil1  crowr 
the  »VWF  jr .  champ  with  the  tourney 
consisting  round-robin  of  Dynamite, 
Smith,  Bret  Hart,  Black  Tiger  (Mark 
Rocco  ,  Baby  Face,  Cobra,  Kobayashi , 
Teramshi  and  Nobuhiko  Takada. 

Allan  Coage  also  appears  the  entire 
series.  Rhodes  was  only  in  for  one 
week  Abdullah  until  l/8,  Hogan  ?s 

r°  a^rive  1/27  (funny,  he’s  booked 
for  Los  Angeles  1/28),  Mike  Sharpe 
who  is  also  booked  in  LA  that  night 
is  due  the  same  day  (how  come  I  can 
keep  their  schedules  straight?).  Jim 
Duggan  was  supposed  to  appear  also 
but  I  m  told  he  is  cancelling  this 


+>,1  *1  Z,  is  iairiy  obviau 

Thp  h^++^mattl  ^he  12^8  tourney  fir 
The  bottom  photo  is  something  you'll 

never  see  again,  Chosyu  4  Hmmaguchi 

suplexing  (yes,  suplexing)  Andra 

during  a  12/3  tag  bout  Andre  &  Swede 

wound  up  winning  (Andre  pinned  Hamagu 


MEXICO 


Below  is  a  complete  listing  of 

Nw?mPr10?S  as  early  December: 

champions:  Heavyweight  - 
Kic  Flair;  Lightheavyweight  -  Ringo 
Mendoza  (who  I  believe  is  Villano 
III);  Middleweight  -  Lizmark; 
Welterweight  -  Ametrico  Rocca.  .  . 
universal  World  champions:  Heavyweight 
-  Enrique  Vera;  Lightheavyweight  - 
Sangre  Chicana;  Jr.  Lightheavy  -  El 
Sign0*  Middleweight  -  El  Gran  Hamada ; 
Welterweight  -  El  Matematico; 
Lightweight  -  Black  Terry;  Feather 
weight  -  Pequeno  Solis.  .  .  Mexican 
Rational  champions:  heavyweight  - 
Pirata  Morgan;  cruiserweight  -  Angel 
lanco ;  lightheavy  -  l'lano  Negra; 

Middle  -  Ultraman;  Welter  -  Chamaco 
velasquez;  Light  -  Fuerza  Guerrera; 
Feather  -  Negro  Peralta.  .  .  Ringo 
Mendoza  won  the  NWA  Lightheavy  crown 
from  El  Satanico  10/23  in  Guadalajara. 

• .  •  •  Sangre  Chicana  won  the  UWA 
lightheavy  from  Fishman  10/9  in  Mexico 
City.  .  .  Fuerza  Guerrera  won  the 
Mexican  light  title  in  an  ll/6  Mexico 
lty  tourney . . .  .  Angel  Blanco  became 
the  first  National  cruiserweight  champ 
on  an  11/1 3  Mexico  City  tourney. 

SOUTHWEST 

Southwest  HC  —  Scott  Casey 
USA  jr.  HC  -  Relampago  Leone 
Southwest  TTC  -  Eric  Embry  &  Ken  Timbs 


own 


Played  a  big  factor 


with 


draw  and  his  been  put  into  a  feud 
Voodoo  Malumba  (Big  Red  Reese), 
proclaimed  a  450-pound  cannibal  from 
Uganda  (who  does  that  remind  you  of) . 
Big  Red  carries  a  voodoo  doll  in  the 
ring  with  him.  They've  packed  small 
arenas  (1300  seats  or  so)  in  Austin 
and  Waco  for  their  feud  matches. 

Most  bouts  end  in  a  double  count 
out.  It's  funny  that  Brody  won't 
tfeke  being  pinned  by  anyone ,  not 
even,  say  Ric  Flair,  or  Jumbo  Tsuruta, 
yet  he  lets  this  individual  who  makes 
Kimala  seem  like  Jack  Brisco  in  his 
prime,  hold  him  to  draws.  Actually 
Brody  has  appeared  on  several  cards, 
but  he's  passed  probably  just  about 
as  many  that  he's  booked  on.  The 
promotion  has  invented  an  eye  injury 
suffered  against  Voodoo.  LateiDecv  in 
Austin,  Brody  was  to  wrestle  Abdullah 
the  Butcher  in  the  main  event  and 
neither  man  showed  up.  Voodoo  wound 
up  getting  pinned  by  Dick  Murdoch 
in  the  main  event. 

Everything  else  is  kind  of  the 
same  although  Scott  Easey  has  been 
feuding  with  Adrian  Street  over  the 
Southwest  title.  I've  actually  grown 
Street' - *  ---  *--•  •  ■ 


losing  openers.  r^T5.TjKto"o 

V=Ln+^ampa?°  Leone  beat  Cesar 
h?lds  the  I7+  ckunt  °Ut-  Valentine 

i°+.^he  ^zteca  promotions  World's 

is'back  from  MeX\C2‘.  Gin°  Hernandez 
is  pack  from  a  self-induced  exile 

from  wrestUng  and  has  turned  heel 

%b?atTrs?ver?1  bouts  with  Casey. 

Eric  Embry  &  Ken  Timbs  went  to  0 

Gibson  th  I1*!!  Ricky  Morton  &  Robert 
lbson  that  show,  causing  the  ta£ 

Ron  Fvoi  /3  reTmatch  aad  The  Rock  & 
Roll  Express  returned  to  Memphis. 

WORLD  CLASS 

Texas  HC  -  David  Von  Erich 

r  V3?  STC  '  Michael  Hayes  &  Terry 
Gordy  &  Buddy  Roberts  y 

^Adias  TTC  ~  King  Parsons  &  Brian 

This  group  broke  another  attpnrtannr 
record  with  19,675  fans  seUing  out 
Reunion  Arena  for  Christmas  Stir 
Wars.  One  thing  must  be  said  for 
this  promotion,  their  Star  Wars 
series  give  you  about  as  fun  an 
evening  0f  wrestling  with  plenty  of 
surprises  and  generally  excellent 

thf^h8-0!  matches-  where  is 

tmaS  spirit?  Turning  away 
perhaps  as  many  as  8,000  fans  on  7 

of  +hpld®+t  Ch£‘lstmas  in  the  history 
of  the  city.  I  would  say  the  weather 


in  the  size  of 


the  crowd — if  it  was  better  it  would 
have  sold  out  perhaps  a  day  or  two1 
sooner  They^ could  probably  put 
a  g!°+ ,Z4,^°0  in  the  Sportatorium 
fSd  tS6  Street  for  closed  circuit 
for  thl  cameras  are  already  there 
for  the  highly-rated  TV  show. 

+  .*n,  bh®  main  bouts,  a  no  dq  no 
time  iimit  tag  bout  sent  Kevin  &  Mi ko 
/on  Erich  vs.  Terry  Gordy  &  Buddv  * 
Roberts.  Stipulations  were  whichever 
Freebird  lost  the  fall  must  lea?e  town 
for  one  year.  If  either  Kevin  or  Mite 
on  Erich  was  pinned,  Kevin  must  leave 
town  for  one  year  and  exiled  Michael 
Hayes  could  return.  The  bout  was 
tremendous,  unfortunately  for  thoae 
^atohing  it  in  the  upoomL/^eeks  on 
£  *  the  cameramen  and  announcer  Bill 
Mercer  did  their  worst  jobs  ever,  missi 


Mike 


every  great  move  by  Kevin  and 
surprisingly  good  dropkicks.  To  make 
whea  Santa  Claus 

hit  Mike  with  a  chair  causing  the 

Jaste?l|or?  buildinS  to  zoom 

pa  x  did  t  ,  the  cameras  were  somewhpr 

elae;  Ref  Bronko  Lubich  was  KO'd 
causing  good  guy  ref  David  Manning 

GorSvnJnt^th!  rine-  Kevln 
Gordy  for  the  three  count,  and  as 


n , 


to  enjoy  Street's  act,  but  his  bouts  Gordy  for  the  three~count ' 
with  Casey  are  pretty  bad.  Bill  DundeeSanta  jumped  in  to  congratulafp  Mi k 
is  scheduled  to  be  arriving  very  soon  (who  didn't  see  what  hit  hSSl  5?  k? 
to  feud  with  Street.  Jollv  ol  •  s+  Ni«£  ftl”  oln°  &  Kevi 

Bobby  Jaggers  is  back  as  reported  Von  Erichs  and  piledro^Mike  S°Gorrt 
last  month,  and  lost  to  Street  1/4  in  then  pinned  Mike  as  ref  Br^nkA 
Waco.  Mike  Boyer,  who  referees  for  recovered  and  coun?ed  ?he  ?Sn 
this  group,  wrestled  for  one  week  underand  Manning  began  areuinp  ahrm+  bublc 
his  Memphis  guise  as  Apocalypse  in  match  it  wls  and  all  Sat  bnfin  °Se 
main  events  teaming  withthe  SheepherderShe  end,  the  first  pin  wpA  ^ 

against,  Jaggers-Fernandez-Dick  Murdoch^sending  Gordy  out  for  one  yesr?Pt6d 


Also  on  the  card  David  Von  Erich  got 
his  long  awaited  World  title  shot  at 
Flair.  The  David  going  to  retire 
if  he  didn't  win  stipulation  mentioned 
the  first  two  weeks  of  the  build-up 
was  forgotten  as  the  card  approached. 
AnywayRic  tossed  David  over  the  top 
ropes  but  ref  Manning  pretended  he 
didn’t  see  it.  Ric  hit  Manning,  who 
Sot  up  and  refused  to  call  for  the 
bell .  _  David  put  Ric  in  the  claw 
at  which  point  Ric  grabbed  the  mike 
from  T V  commentator  Bill  Mercer  and 
KO'd  Dave  Von  Erich  with  it.  Manning 
finally. did  DQ  Flair.  S 

American  champ  Chris  Adams  defended 
against  Jimmy  Garvin,  and  if  Chris  won, 
Sunshine. and  Precious  would  wrestle  in 
a  five  minute  lumberjack  match  with 
no. referee.  It  turned  out  Garvin  won 
using  the  trunks.  The  title  was  held 
up  the  next  afternoon  because  of  how 
Garvin  won  the  match.  Strange,  when 
Adams  won  the  title,  it  was 
of  Sunshine's  interference.  xae  ox 
mam  bouts  saw  Kerry  Von  Erich  over 
Kimala  via  DQ  and  Kerry  slammed  him 
after  the  match.  If  he  had  done  so 
urmg  the  bout  he'd  have  gotten  $5000. 
King  Parsons  &  Brian  Adias  upset  the 
Super  Destroyers  to  win  the  American 
tag  belts.  Whew- -gate  was  about 
vpPlO  ,000  or  so . 

.  By  the  way,  Santa  Claus  was  indeed 
Michael  Hayes,  who  disappeared  after 
his  loser  leave  town  losses  to  Kerry 
Thanksgiving  week.  * 

a  fictitious  date  between 
12/26  and  1/2  in  a  fictitious  unnamed 


he  will,  then  he  meets 


the  6  man  belts  from  the  Von 
with  this  announced  scenario 
puts  the  claw  on  a  Freebird, 
disq.  David.  The  Von  Erichs 
that  the  claw  was  banned  and 
the  title  could  change  on  a 


wins,  which 
Akbar  1/30. 

tv  i2iaS’  is  terrible,  is  still 

in  +h^?P  a!th°uSh  on  1/2  he  got  pinned 
in  three  minutes  by  the  Missing  Link, 
who  is  now. managed  by  Akbar.  Manning 

Link  t2L5iVpn^  AdiaS  the  1:1  tle  ™hen 
Link  tossed  Brian  over  the  top  ropes 

a*tar  tbe  ?atch  had  ended.  Another 

of  Manning  s  coups  came  on  12/9  in 

Dallas  during  a  Gordy-Garvin  vs. 

Adams-Jchn  Mantell  bout.  Gordy  finish* 

Mantell  off  with  the  spike  after  ten 

minuses  or  so,  although  Adams  was  the 

man^  „Kevin  jumped  into  the  ring 
and  he  and  Gordy  fought,  for  a  good 
two  minutes  m  a  wild  brawl  before 
Adams  finally  pinned  Garvin  to  win 
the  match,  although  Kevin  had  been 
involved  when  he  wasn't  supposed  to. 

Parsons  has  really  looked  good  this 
past  month.  He  should  get  bu?£ed  a 
.  -**  little  more  often.  Maybe  for  JmIv  Ai+v, 

only  because-* tar  Wars  Akbar  can  light  him  with  * 

The  other  skyrocket.  He’ll  come  back  and  wrnstl. 

like  Dynamite  Kid  or  something.  tl? 

an  Antonio  fans  are  also  now 
V^Tte-  ^ey  get  to  see  Star 
\ a  a  The  11/24  card  was  replavec 

Smop6  2°  SUm  t?ree  ni£hts  late?. 

for  WnM/VHrage-SaS  Antonio  crowd 
for  World  Class  is  8,000,  it  would 

of  thfa£e  ass?mption  that  the  replay 
bhe  Ke Pry-Hay es  loser  leaves  c«ge, 
Adams  vs  Garvin  American  title  forg 
the  first  time,  David  vs  Kimala 
and. an  even  better  match,  Flair  vs 

whloh  (instead  of  Gordy  vs  Kevin) 
which  was  a  non-title  match  Kevin»won 


7'.  ^  wous  unnamed  which  was  a  nnn.ti+io  ™  +  u  v  .  7 

city  in  Georgia"  the  Freebirds  regainetfrew  whatever  that1™ “at°h  feYinKWO 
the  6  man  belts  from  the  '/on  Erichs  ^  turned  t.hnltZ Mi5aL?®lisSUBl  ?eld  and 


Erichs 
—  " Dai id 
the  ref 
lea  rn 
that 
DQ  at 


that  point  after  it  was  called." 

Yes,  the  one  year  suspension  of 
Hayes  &  Gordy  is  running  out  quick. 

It  should  end,  say  1/30  in  Ft.  Worth 
for  the  next  Star  Wars  show  which 
sends  Flair  vs.  Mike  Von  Erich  (I'm 
not  making  this  up  as  I  go  along) , 
Freebirds  vs.  Von  Erichs  for  the 
6  man  title,  Adams  vs.  Garvin  for 
the.  American  title  which  is  held 

??  p?sfde  ?  caSe'  with  the  stipulation 
wins »  Sunshine  ana  Precioas 
Will  undoubtedly  go  into  the  cage 
for  five  minutes  with  no  ref,  Parsons 
&  Adias  deffend  against  the  Super  D' s 
m  a  return  match,  also  Parsons  will 
wrestle  Akbar  that  night  also,  and 
Junkyard  Dog  takes  on  Kimala. 

The  Flair-Mike  Von  Erich  match 
has  these. stipulations,  if  Flair  can 
pm  Mike  in  ten  minutes  which  won't 


x  -x.---  miiiuwa  waxen  won’t  caras  I'vp 

«^n4o?eatDFviiir?ani?eRio  =  SL*  = 


title  shot  at  Flair.  If  Ric  can't 
Pin  Mike,  then  David  gets  a  shot 
and  Dave  picks  the  time,  Dave  picks 
the  place  and  Dave  names  all  the 
stipulations. 

Parsons  and  Super  D  #2  actually 
are  to  meet  1/9  Ft.  Worth  and  if 
King. can’t  beat  Super  D  #2  within 
15  minutes,  which  he’ll  do,  he 
must  retire  from  wrestling,  if  King 


turnecJ  thousands  away.  San  Antonio 
fans  were. told  that  Adams  11/27  win 
over  Garvm  was  the  title  change  and 
£“,VoS  12/4  6  man  win  fvef 

Gordy-Roberts-Garvin  was  also  a  title 
change  even  tho  the  Von  Erichs  had 
won  the  title  12/2  in  Dallas  ove? 

Gordy-Roberts-Flair . 

MID  SOUTH 

HC  -  Junkyard  Dog 

Mid  South  TTC  -  Jim  Neidhart  &  Butch  1 

theTN2r>+2t?al  ?ate  °?  D°g’s  winning 
•  n,  °r^  American  title  was  10/26 

in  a  bout  Dusty  Rhodes 

DofXplaae2*  The  U/l9  Superdome 

titleeennt°U^  had  D°g  defendinR  the 
month “imUng  aS  1  reported  last 

to  y°lkoff  is  how  protesting 

b^t"®  ‘JSEfS  °f  ih/North/merican 
ptonV!nlk°"o/4?/:a:a?°f; 

calf"  Th""?-  Jake  Rol>erts  on  that 
fids  irne-ups  for  llid  South 

cards  I  ve  seen  recently  have  been 


,  — ^  caras  ai 

Ki^’p°nly  because  they've  added 
ing  Parsons,  who  made  a  big  hit 
here.  vs.  Super  Destroyer  #f  fd 
Chns  Adams  vs.  Jimmy  Sarv^  ^ 

6Rgw/S 4°  Eouth  regulars 

Bobby  Eaton  cancelled  his  Jaran 
tour  so  he  and  Dennis  Condrly  hf  2 

4/  Tdebuti5S  »ith  wins  ovfyt Tall 
like  lanny  Poffo  4  Rick  Rood,  other 

Memphis  folks  who  have  arrived  are 
28 


Jimmy  Cornette  as  their  manager 
and  Car],  Fergie.  Jerry  Lawler  made 
a  Shrevefjort  TV  taping  in  December 
as  part  of  a  deal  where  Bill  Watts 
and  Jerry  Jarrett  will  pool  resources 
ii  necessary  if  faced  with 


war. 

Actually  the 
were  even  lower 
last  time.  The 
dn  ll/l8  drew  closer 
7.000.  Others  shows 


crowds  in  Houston 
than  I  reported 
two-ring  Battle  Royal 
to  3.000  then 
have  drawn  in 


Th»  ?L?°irse  w®s  a.  no-show  everywhere. 

17  oSS  J  t"aS  Show  in  St-  Paul  drew 
17,900  fans  and  turned  away  others 

for  Hulk  s  return  in  an  eight  man 
—  _r„  tag  team  set  as  Hogan-Greg  Gapnp-Tim 
a  promo tionalBrunz el 1-Ray  Stevens  vs  Sheik?  Ken 
Hatera-Jerry  Blackwell-Mr.  Saito- 
David  Schults.  It  turned  out  Hogan 
was  replaced  by  Baron  Von  Raschke,  who 
had  actually  left  the  area  and  just 
came  home  for  Christmas  and  I 
understand  Baron  gave  the  match  of  his 

loot’  sihnifenithen  1  doubt  too 

f°od:  -f  also  was  replaced 

by  ^heik  Adnan  El  Kaissey.  Schults' 

Se?o??Pha^T  W3S  actually  announced 
before-hjand  because  he  was  given  a 

lifetime  suspension  from  the  AWA  with 

no  reason  given.  The  story  I  get  if 

that  when  Schults  found  out  he  was 

set  to  go  to  New  York,  he  kind  of 

went  to  Verne  with  a  "Take  this  iob 

and  shove  it"  type  speech.  By  the 

way,  no  refunds  were  offered  to  those 

thousands  who  came  expressly  to  see 

Mad  D°e  vachon 
beat  Wick  Bockwinkel  via  DQ  in  a  title 

Bmfr?1  beat  B111^ 

viauw,  Billy  Robinson  and  Brad 

i^ng^nS+Went  t0  a  20:00  draw  and 
Jesse  Ventura  won  via  submission  from 
Steve  Olsonoski. 

Speaking  of  Kaissey,  I  noticed  that 

and°^KalayrWreStled  at  Oklahoma  State 
and  placed  fourth  in  the  NCAA  collegiate 
championships  in  1958  and  1959.  r 
was  under  the  impression  he'd  wrestled 
professiona!  as  A1  Kashey  prior  to 
that.  If  you  don't  tell  the  NCAA 
I  won't. 

The  following  night  in  San  Francisco 
fans  were  offered  refunds  bringing  the 
crowd  down  to  3000  for  the  same  eight 
man  (by  the  way,  the  good  guys  win^ 
these  matches  when  Greg  &  Jim  simul¬ 
taneously  pm  Patera  &  Blackwell) 
except  Vachon  took  /on  Raschke 's 

aJd KStav?ns  supposedly  wrestled 
his  best  bout  in  years.  Interesting 
undercard  bout  saw  Bobby  Heenan  g 

in  at  21/4  3/4.  under 
the  215  limit  to  challenge  for 


+i,+°2ut0^2,5?°  r5nge’  Because 
of  that  the  $12-$10-$7  ticket  prices 
have  been  dropped  to  $10-$8-$6.. 

The  cards  haven't  improved,  12/l6 
had  Dog  vs  Volkoff  non- title,  Reed  & 

Neidhart  keeping  the  tag  belts  against 
ivir.  Wrestling  II  &  Steve  Williams  (two 
men  who  possess  every  ingridient 
neccessary  to  form  a  bad  team— age , 
lack  of  experience,  lack  of  talent  in 
both  cases , . overpromotion  in  both 
cases,  abominable  interviews  in  both 

andeTn<LDTU5f^'  ®  Wi?  °Yer  Jake  Roberts  thousands  who  came  exor 

D^  vsst  rkrf%a^1?r inf  2/l3oaCaaSo^dman,  &  Mad 

Dog  vs  Volkoff  and  Hick  Bockwinkel 
vs  Wrestling  II  in  a  pair  of  title 

?/mSviPl^S-L°!h?rio  vs  Gordman  again. 

}/}?  ^fadlined  By  Dog  &  Duggan  vs 
Volkoff  &  Crusher  Carso  with  Williams 

ref*  Iaure  hoPe  Williams  makes 
it  in  the  UbFL  so  fans  of  this  area 
get  a  six  month  reprieve.  Darso  is 
now  a  villain  and  billed  as  a  Russian 
sympathizer.  He  lost  a  Shreveport 
bout  to  Volkoff,  who  manhandled  the 
255  pounder.  Darso  was  so  impressed 
with  Volkoff  that  he  became  his  tag 
partner.  Bill  Watts  is  having  a  field 
day  with  this  one. 

Speaking  Watts,  in  his  promotion 
olkof f ,  I  think  he's  finally  gone 

°ZtT  H16  edge  between  the  line  between 
effective  promotion  and  bad  taste. 

I  don't  mind  (actually  that’s  too 
strong,  I’ve  gotten  used  to  is  a 
better  term)  using  a  supposed  Russian 
to  take  advantage  of  perhaps  some 
hostile  feelings  in  the  people. 

In  Volkoff 's  promotion  it's  much 
worse,  Watts  is  trying  to  pretend 
World  War  III  is  going  to  take  place 
next  week,  and  Volkoff  is  the  messenger 
boy.  During  Nic's  matches,  Watts 
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spends  the  time  with  a  o^xax  uo 
about  how  the  Russian  people  are 
waiting  to  find  our  weakness  and 
take  over  our  country  and  gets 
actually  mad  at  the  fact  that  fans 
don  t  hate  this  Russian  as  much  as 
he  would  like .  "Dofi't  you  see  what 
they  re  doing  in  Grenada.  They've 
got  60  percent  of  the  world  right 
now.  THEY’RE  ATHIESTS! " 

AWA 

AWA  HC  -  Nick  Bockwinkel 

AWi  t+G  wnKen1=Paitera  &  Jerry  Blackwell 
AWA  Lt.  HC  -  Buck  Zumhofe 

This  area  is  certainly  the  one 
hardest  hit  by  Vince  McMahon,  losing 
their  TV  announcer,  their  franchise 
wrestler  and  some  others. 

Hulk  Hogan  was  scheduled  to  appear 
on  most  of  the  major  cards  in  the 

main  event  from  the  middle  of 


Zumhofe^s  "title"  but  Buck  pinned 
him  with  Lord  Blears  as  guest  ref 
Heenan  had  earlier  missed  making 
weight  on  the  two  previous  S.F. ’shows, 


;  -  uii  one  two  previous 

social  commentary pinbing  Zumhofe  both  times 
eople  are  Thr>+  r  m _ .  .  . 


wnJhat  ^aek  in  Phoenix  it  was  even 

!!  1  *  li  Wa?  only  the  second  AWA 

card  in  Phoenix  and  was  set  for 

Bockwinkel  ys.  Hogan  for  the  title. 

On  the  previous,  first  area  card, 

Hogan  not  only  pinned  Blackwell  but 

Took\nndma£  Battle  R°yal*  Tt  doesn't 
look  good  when  on  you're  second  show 

m  town,  your  headliner  doesn't  appear 

Interesting  to  note  that  the  AWA 

pro-mo  m  St.  Paul,  even  up  to  this 

week,  have  Wally  Karbo  saying  the^re 

n?xtgr??RtrynamLSlgn  Ho«an  for  the 

next  card.  By  the  way,  Hogan’s  non- 

appearences  were  announced  as  he'd 

suffered  an  injury  while  in  Japan. 

Jesse  Ventura  is  back  full-time 

now  and  although  he  receives  enthusia- 

cheers  by  the  cult  fans  is  going  to 

wrestle  as  a  villain  at  lealt  lor l 
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lew  more  weeks.  I  understand  he’s 

TV  30T  standing  ovations  on 

in  wiom6^’  Wa^  '  Jesse  wasn’t 

in  Memphis  the  last  few  weeks,  he 

?!p?  in  Grenada  helping  the  troops. 
tL"  ?^^ched  hip  act  from  punk  to 
he  military,  while  keeping  his  six 
earrings.  He’s  also  now  teaming  with 
Saito,  forming  the  "Far  East-Welt 

Adr^ntlHn;-  “  y°U  reC811’  Va"tura  4 
AdoniP  were  billed  as  the  "East 
West  Connection"  for  eeverl  years 

SchuitsSait°  had  been  teaming  with 

to  th!re  also  afe  a  pair  of  newcomers 

lenl  In3***-  With  Hogan  g°ne-  Gagne 
Th^rl  desperate  measures  to  bring 

iS  he^  from  under  the  mothballs. 

“U  ai1  seriousness,  Crusher  is  the 
worst  wrestler  in  the  entire  world. 

He  was  the  worst  in  • 8l  when  he  retired 
and  two-and-a-half  years  off  didn't 
make  him  any  better.  He’s  talking 
about  having  a  severed  nerve  in  the 
arm  as  the  reason  for  his  long-tim! 
vanishing  act.  Cruhher  was  in 
/achon  s  corner  12/25  for  the  bnnt 
with  Bockwinkel  and  got  the  largest 
cheer  anyone  in  the  Twin  Cities^as 

N?rk1Ver  S1SCe  H°gan's  4/24  bout  with 
lck.  Crusher  &  Mad  Dog  have  gone 

a  few  double  DQ’s  for  the  Far-East- 
West  connection  and  Crusher  alio  b!!t 
f®ito  via  DQ  12/17  in  Rockfold 

Hogln  Where  he  replaced  no-show 

+h0T$\!thur  newcomer,  a  member  of 
the  Bobby  Heenan  family,  also  fits 
this  area  s  pattern  of  bringing  in 
washed-up  wrestlers,  Blackifck6 
Mulligan.  Mulligan  will  f|Ud  with 

his  ex-partner. White  jack  Lanza. 

%  UM?t  C  last  month  1  noted 

6  Bnn  _f?+  n\P  Ul  show  Was  d°wn  to 
f’  -actually  bhe  crowd  was  13,100 
for  the  non-Hogan  show. 

CENTRAL  STATER 

Central  States  HC  -  Buzz  Tyler 
Central  States  TV  -  Bobby  Fulton 
Central  States  TTC  -  vacant  1 

v,  Tkf  tag  "title  was  declared  vacant 
when  666  "injured”  Bob  Brown  who  was 

TMl  J3S?  W1Jh  BUZZ  Tyler'  R°n  Sta??  4 
K*!;iyp  iano5ar<3  then  wrestled  Tyler  4 
King  cobra  for  the  held  up  belts  m 

1/5, ending  in  a  double  DQP  Brown  has 
since  returned  to  action.  aS 

Stoi^nChar^  arrived  as  the  Midnight 
Stallion  under  a  hood  as  Tyler’s  lew 

tag  partner,  but  the  two  git  into  I 

SfS  i  SL 

and  manager  Abdullah  the  Great  (Ali 
Hassan,  Jack  Courgar) . 

Fulton  won  the  TV  title  from 
Reger  Kirby  12/i  in  K.5  r°m 

12/8tTl«rS82i  Shows  have  seen, 

Ferris  6pul  toSki,KeI  ?ayne  *e»  Scott 

’  ul ton  beat  Berry  Orton  fRrv"K*r. 

younger  brother  who  has  Jince  i.ft) 

M3*?1  ■  “6  Pinned>  ' 

Austin  Tdni  t3_  a??/Paul  Orndorff  DDQ 
Austin  Idol.  .  .  12/15  saw  Buddy 

andell  (who  has  since  left)  beat 


Ted  Oates,  who  I  didn’t  know  still 
wrestled,  Tommy  Rogers  came  in  and 
beat  Grizzly  Evans,  Tiger  Mask  II 
beat  younger  Orton,  Kimala  beat 
Bruiser  Brody  via  DQ  and  Buck  Robley 
(sub  for  Tool)  went  to  a  d*aw  with  Y 
Orndorff....  .  12/25  saw  a  one-night 
tourney,  winner  to  get  $2000  and 
a. shot  at  Flair,  with  Bruiser  Brody 
winning  pinning  666  in  the  final.  y 

1B/2? f?W  Brody  beat  Flair  via  DQ 
when.666  jumped  Brody,  666  pinned 

inV+i-n^  an+  lyler  pil)ned  Blanchard 
he  hi  !ltie.BaJch’  •  •  i/5  card  was 

whfch  +d  by  Br°dy  pinning  Ted  DiBiase 
hwCi-at  ?ne.P°int  was  announced  as 
a  National  title  match,  but  guess  not. 

ST.  LOUIS  WRESTLING  CLUB 
Missouri  State  HC  -  Harley  Race 

Although  it  has  been  printed  in 
other  publications  that  the  Chrome 
Dome  Connection  had  thrown  in  the 
to  the  ^WF’  apparently  that 

S?'  aS  least  for  an  appearence 
sake.  Someone  told  me,  actually 

veelZal  ZikS  b^°r!.U  Was  anneunced 
Verne  &  Bob  would  still  promote  here 

and  fot  a  new  TV  outlet,  that  part  of 

McMahon  s  deal  was  to  have  a  pretend 

getmthe°nubV °nfliCt  S°  McMahon  could 
gex  tne  public  support  Larry  Matvaiw 

apparently  had  earlier  in  the  yew  by 
tYlt  unde^og"  so  to  spell?  Aft, 

palk°it  ?|eL?h?hS%Gagne/Geigel  would 
p  c  bbe  fans  wouldn’t  be 

S£SeS^Ul  0f  WWF’S  "taking  over  from 

the  NWA  as  they  would  have  been  otherw; 

Makes  sense,  but  with  all  the  recent 

trouble  between  Gagne  and  McMahon, 

1  can’t  see  it. 

1//6  5iel  Auditorium  show  drew 
an  announced  sellout  crowd  of  10  75? 

ittSZSn  mlnd  tMS  prom°tion  pads 
attendance  greatly,  the  12/9  card 

was  announced  at  5,217  but  I’m  told 

crowd  was  closer  to  2,500)  to  see  d 

^ ic  Flair  down  Bruiser  Brody  vip  DQ 

ov.fbEI  "iteS  When  Brody  tossed  rS 

top  ropes.  Harley  Race  won 
the  Missouri  State  title  from  David 
Von  Erich,  Gene  Kiniski  &  Dick  the 

!Enf?r>,mad!  a  trlP  from  tS 

shuf f leboard  courts  to  lose  to  AWA 

b|S  C5fmps  Ken  Patera  &  Jerry  Blackwell 

FSn£  and°Bob^n  ?inni,i  KiniaRi.  Do?/ 
tSiIv  B?  n  I  °St?n  went  t0  a  20:00  drav 
chard  (sub  for  Buddy  Landell ' 

SIh  Id  UnZ  Tyler’  Ron  Richie  pilned  6^ 
and  King  Cobra  &  Tiger  Mask  Il^Sat 
Scott  Ferris  &  Roger  Kirby. 

KPLR-TV,  which  this  promotion  had 
been  with  for  hundreds  If years  il 
now  carrying  McMahon’s  Wrestling  It 
the. Chase.  One  reason  this  I  L 

??  iutUtStt8  Wa\G?iSel  had  lost  hi? 
outlet  the  week  before  so  no  latt 

week  promotion  of  the  show  and  +ho 

two  previous  weeks  they  ortiv 

(Ra?eev?fDlBia//lR  Kansas  city  sh°» 

regarding  the  1/6  card.  Promotior 

KDNL?t?  ^ChUPR0?WwM  ShInade  a  deal  with 

Matysik  ran  on?'  It 

from  the  Kansas  City  Auditoriumafr?me 


t/  - -  iuui  i  r( 

Ad-11  p.m.  Saturday  nights,  followe 
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sn  hour*  of  AWA  studio  matchp^  "Rn+h 

shows.  have  interviews  concerning  the  11//2Z  shows  with  Jerry  Lawler, 

upcoming  show.  In  addition,  they  run  WuS  a  handicap  boxing  match 

mmercial  time  on  World  Class  Wrestlingwu,*  _hJr mmy  Har"t  as  Kaufman's  partner 
shown  10  a.m.  Sunday,  which  goes  head-  hlch  Lawler  was  DQ’d  in.  The  seannA 
to-head  with  McMahon '  s  USA  cable  which  WaS  *  n+~*"fc4-  —  ‘  e°°nd 

airs  the  same  time.  McMahon's  Chase 
show  runs  at  11  am  on  Ch.  li  Sunday's. 

The  next  card  at  Kiel  is  2/3,  a 
week  before  McMahon's,  with  an  18 
man  Battle  Royal  for  $35,000  (McMahon 

snnrm  n  od  h  Vino  -f  av%  _ 


Lawler^n^6^  5°xing  match  which 

dreJ/  ?  600  whfphmaJ!  in*  Both  shows 
ew  J.OUO  which  shows  this  thino  v.o^ 

drew  V500  ^  ™IIeeS 

Jerry  Lawler  and  Austin  Idol, 


man  Battle  Royal  for  $35,000  (McMahon  arpJ^y  Lawier  and  Austin  Idol,  who 
fiSSKfe  coSpany?CeNi^te“^^„ihe  foUowing  wee*/  "j?* 


Tn  n  .  w  ^  j  I\c 

Blackwell,  Kaissey  and  company.  Nick 
Bockwinkel  will  defend  his  title 
here  very  soon.  I  have  no  idea  if 
Flair  will  be  back. 

CWA/JARRETT  PROMOTIONS 
International  HC  -  Austin  Idol 
Southern  HC  -  Jerry  Lawler 
Mid  American  HC  -  Randy  Savage 
Southern  TTC  -  The  Fabulous  Ones 

Apparently  the  CWA  World  tag 
team  title  is  no  longer  being 
mentioned.  The  U.S.  jr.  title 
is  also  no. longer  mentioned  as 
champion  Bill  Dundee  los*t  a  week’s 
worth  of  loser-1 eaves- town  matches 

t0  mJeV£-Keir?  including  1/1  Memphis. 

ihe  biggest  surprise  was  the 
apparence  of  Randy  Savage.  Anyone 
familiar  with  the  old  ICW  TV  show 
would  never  believe  Savage  and  Lawler 
would  e«er  be  in  the  same  ring. 

At  least  they  didn't  match  Savage 
with  Dundee.  As  many  folks  already 
know,  Savage  and  Dundee  had  an 
altercation  about  a  year-and-a-half 
back  after  a  card  in  the  parking  lot 
or  m  the  parking  lot  of  a  gym  (hard 
to  get  the  straight  story)  with 
Dundee  grabbing  a  gun  from  his  car, 
Savage  getting  the  gun  and  hitting 
Dundee  with  it  and  breaking  his  jaw. 
The  case  wound  up  being  thrown  out 
of  court.  Savage  used  to  claim 
Lawler. blacklisted  him  out  of 

and  once  on  an  interview 
claimed  he  went  to  Jerry's  house  in 
Memphis,  threw  a  brick  through  the 
window  and  challenged  Lawler  to  step 
outside.  Randy  wound  up  spending  the 
night  behind  the  walls,  or  so  he 
claimed . 

All  this  made  Savage  wrestling  for 
this  group  kind  of  unbelievable.  Not 
only  that,  Savage  is  easily  the  best 
wrestler  on  the  circuit. 

Savage,  debuted  on  12/^  „BJUi)lua  ge 
disq.  against  Lawler  on  a  card  which 
saw  the  Fabulous  Ones  DDQ  The  Road 
Warriors  draw  8,500  fans,  more  than 
dbuble  the  weekly  average.  Savage 
and  Lawler  wrettled  again  12/12  in 
a  cage  with  Jerry  winning.  Savage 
wound. up  beating  Terry  Taylor  for 
the  Mid  American  belt  12/26  Memphis. 

ayior  had  beaten  Buddy  Landell  for 
the  strap  12/l  Lexington.  Lawler 
also  beat  Ken  Patera  11/29  Memphis 
and  Jerry  Blackwell  12/19. 

Fabulous  Ones  won  the  Southern 
tag  belts  from  the  Bruise  Brothers 
(Porkchop  Cash  &  Dream  Machine) 
on  the  11/29  Memphis  card. 

Andy  Kaufman  also  came  in  for 


Hart  then  alske/to^b/in 

Everyone  assumed  Idol  would  wrestle 
a-  a  viUam,  but  instead  the  bout 

ufKJ'daliX  SCirtific-  The  re?  wound 

m+  T„d,an?  riart  ran  int0  the  ring 
hit  Idol  with  a  chain,  pulled  the  &<nnn 
check  out  of  Idol's  boot  and  left  $5 
leaving  Lawler  to  pin  Idol.  ’ 

Also  on  the  12/26  show  was  a  losor 
leave  the  first  family  (which  Hart 
manages)  match  sending  the  Bruise 
Brothers  against  The  Grapple rs. 

he  two  teams  first  met  on  12/l9 
as  Hart  accused  Eddie  Marlin  (the 

the1fle-?r°m0ter)  of  trying  to  b^eak-uo 
^  £amily  and  said  it  wouldn't  work 

itetu?nedWinto  bn  scientific-  Naturally 
brawl  On  lt%T  ^nc°nt^llable  DDQ 

favoritism  the  first  time,  sat  In  +?? 
Bruise  Brothers  corner.  Naturallv  tho 
Grapplers  won,  and  then  quit  the  f ami i 

T|6  ^  ®?ow  with  Nawle /vs  Bockwinkel^* 

Jad  Grapplers  vs  Bruise  Brother! 
with  the  Grapplers  mask  vs.  Dream  & 
Portebop.,  hair,  Keirn  vs  Dundee  loser 
leaves^ take  that  back,  T  ^ 

SI 

o  6 show)  Idol  vs  Jos  LeDuc 
Rock  n  Roll  Express  vs  The  A  team’ 
in  a  stretcher  death  match,  Te?ry 
Taylor  vs  King  Konga  sent  by  J./ 

The  Road  Warriors  wrestled 

h6Theb|  !nCS  f§ain  on  1/9  ^mphis. 

/”ie?ra  (Rofer  Smith  &  Don  Bass) 

1  jured  Robert  Gibson,  so  Ricky 

12/?nnr  te?raed  ^ith  Jimmy  Valiant 
1  +22  i;oulsviHe  to  win  a  stretcher 

in  ti  Wo!ld^ei?*  Lr  Thornton  came 
in  as  Vorld  s  jr.  champ  beating  Dundee 

- -  wj-i-wuxu.  a  reversed  decision  that  night. 

Savage. debuted  on  12/5  Memphis  getting  SOUTHEAST 

qi^agSins"t  Lawler  on  a  card  which  Southeast  HC  -  J^rrv  Stuhha 

n  T'1^'  m’  ~  '  Alabama  HC  -  Jerry  Stubbs 

~  ^en  Lucas 

TTC  "  R°n  Starr  &  Way"e 


lUiu 


The  Southeastern  belt  was  hpin 
up  after  a  bout  between  champion  J0« 
LeDuc  and  Robert  Fuller  an/,  I 
was  held  12/3  in  St^n'w^ by  &?*** 
Armstrong.  Bob  dropped  the  belt 
during  Christmas  week  to  Jerry  Stubbs 
the  unmasked  Mr.  Olympia.  Bob  al!o 

ctalaRioWF?°-DQ-raait0heS  “lth 
with  Pops  ^  ^16„  " 
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Robert  pJlipr.8*1^  around‘  With  both 
and  Rnwl1  f  Jlmmy  Golden  returning 
the  pS?i AnD5tf0Jg  leaving’  apparently 
control!er"VelCh  famUy  is  back  in 

U  sKel?rLucas  beat  Rip  Rogers  for  the 

where Jh»  Ini1* '  then. won  a  re-match 
wnere  he  got  possession  of  Rorerq' 

valet  Brenda  Britton  for  a  week. 

The  following  week  Lucas  wrestles 

Les  Thornton  for  the  N'.VA  jr  uri 


dSuner  Ken  Rogers  interfg 

LnnHo?e+  °ly"?pia  ^Arn  Ander son/Marty 
Lunde)  turned  on  partner  Jacques  y 

Rogeau  and  is  now  a  villain.  The 
two  first  met  12/3  in  the  Southeast 

iito1  !nd  their  bout  Earned 

end  brawl..  Super  0  apologized 

w?thtTamake  UP  for  ib  agreed  to  team 

St^rJ?°wUeS  a|ainst  tag  champs  Ron 
Starr  &  -Vayne  Farris  on  TV,  endinr 

quickly  as  Super  0  refused  to  taS 
Jacques,  then  joined  in  a  triple? 

andm"iniui»;»  rUper  °  then  Seated 
A?mnni  Jw  d  Jac9Ues’  brother 
Armond,  He  was  only  in  the  area 

one  week  and  I'm  told  is  really 

and'charUe^Book^  B°rlS  ZUr°0hV 
northwest 

Northwest  HC  -  Rip  Oliver 
Northwest  TTG  -  Curt  Henni*  &  irish 
Rat  McGee  (Scott  McGhee) 

on  12???1^eL,d0W"ed  Billy  Jadk 
on  12/25  Seattle  m  a  loser  leaves 

Florida^6  S?bch ' , sendinS  BJ  to 
i°rlda;,  Billy  had  earlier  won 
the  Northwest  title  on  12/14 

tte  mie.Th6  °age  matCh  WSS  for 

,  ?^t  Hennig  &  Irish  Pat  McGee 

onW12/??h?  Assassin  &  Dynamite  Kid 

was  due  4  “SJJIS’X'J*  °a  dse  ti 

Dynamite  had  kept  his  head  shaved’ 

Buddv  RoSin®  t5at  hair  match  to 
buddy  Rose  in  October. 

The  correct  dates  of  the  title 
changes  last  month  were  Oliver  & 

Rosfli/ *2  HenniS  4  Buddy 
d  Portland  and  Hennig  & 

11/I2  ?orttandASSaSSln  4 

Mike  Miller  is  back  frmm  an 

WewcomersUaregTo/prichard/poufB°W* 

S?as?V"d  Steve  Pardee-  ^an 

on3?  a  Tfshr  ??onmK?oS?;i^kidk 

&Maa  fiWS.T.J? 

TORONTO 

Canadian  HC  -  Set  qiQ„„tx 
Canadian  TV  -  Don  Kernodle6r 


for  Harley  Race,  who  was  then  World 
abamp’  on  H^20*  Somebody  whn,  runs 
+  tho*  0USbt  to  get  these  champions 
to  their  matches  on  time. 

a  Piper  beat  Valentine  in 

*~tl8  d0f  collar  match,  M0sca  & 
MuHigan  over  Sgt.  Slaughter  &  Don 

Thi s°wqq  Sen  ?2sca  pinned  Slaughter. 
This  was  Slaughter  &  Kernodle’s  first 

the  N'.VA  jr.  HC  5/f  J®®"  XS®8™06  together  since  the 

when  Rogers  interfered. sticulat?^  ?v,l0SS  wbich  had  the 
(Arn  Anderson/Marty  arain1  c°ald  neVer  team  up 

noT,+Mov>  T -  f§al^\r  Heart-Throb"  Hart 

DespnXVn0”1  °aieary)  plnn°d 

respite  the  name,  Hart  is  a  POod  e„v 

3  +  l  m  J°ld  didn,t  look  good  in  the’ 
msitch.  I've  seen  him  enough  in  C*lp-ar 
and  Japan  to  know  he’s  quite  good  but 
working  with  Kabuki  doesn’t  help  Crn 
was  10,003.  P'  °ro 

.  may  have  been  Toronto’s  worst 

show  in  history,  with  Roddy  Piper  & 
ory  Funk  beating  The  Assassins  and 

Ga?UyH  a+1fnJ  &  Johnny  leaver  beating 

nniu  nart  &  R?ron  ^on  Raschke  as  the" 
only  non-prelim  matches. 

FLORIDA 

Southern  HC  -  Ron  Bass 
Florida  HC  -  Mike  Rotundo 

"\Sn  j£ar  TTC  -  Ron  »«•  4  One 

Mike  Rotundo  won  the  12/16  St. 

title  UTnhy^°r  thS  vacated  Florida 
I  believe  there  4 ~  - 


- — 

champion,  Florida 
is  held  by  Hector 
heat  Dennis  Brown 
matches,  then  was 


is  a 
jr.  title, 
Guerrero . 
in  several 


new 
whi  ch 
Guerrerc 
tourname 


bouts'wi' th**MVtr"ap  Stt  for  more  tournl 
outs  with  Luke  Graham  which  I  gu^sq 

ne  als°  won.  Hector  recently  on  TV^ 

made  some  suggestive  remarks  in  span 

workafo?r?h ”h0  does  sorne  i"te 
work  for  the  Solie  show.  Barbara 

speaks  fluent  Spanish  »ad  was  up^et 

Oordon  couldn't  believe  a  mlmhe?  of' 

way  ?oeari^/amily  °°Uld  talk  tha  * 
very^nusuariircumstanJes  U/30  at"' 

the  Tampa  TV  show  ‘Vh*  J  3X 

Bassy4RGaneS  &  Elackjsck  Mullig™” 

?ae.  SfkrSvff-^?^-1' 

a'title  aS  nd  Rhodes  t0  make  it 
S.,+  5‘2  mabch.*  Dusty  didn’t  sav  anvtf 

with  Dustv  £o+t • head •  The  bout  dnde< 

r?fti!hl2h  1'\ “*  3ure ^  conatitates 

title  change  here  or  ndit.  The 
sent°fnL’Tkit  r5  enounced  Dill, 
lisa  I  Gang  ?he  ?efS  bei°h  aWlrded 

madInanth?'reement  the.‘>eltsSwere°upS 
Windham  ^er  stranSe  situation,  Barry 

len^Voi  wi?hWoneig?a?  as  th 


1-  (Biper /ver  Valentine 

‘  u&ca  ir*  “  valiant  over  Thp  supposedly  belongs  to  Rhodpq  o-p 

trpyer  &  Leo  Burke  who  course  the  promotion  ;????!!•  0f 


Da,  Mosca  Sr.  4  Valiant  over  The 
Destroyer  4  Leo  Burke  who  sSbbed 

drew  13?224.'  ‘"ulllean  vs  Superstar) 

They  even  drew  5300  fnr  - 

Flair1^  StChenfr  with  both  Ric 
Dick  q?=+  ,  ^inning  via  COR  from 

VaUani  B0b  Orton  and  Jimmy 

Valiant  beating  Kabuki,  who  subbed 


i?s0Us?iir?nPr0^?n  insists  Windha 
n  „  in  JaPan  (tour  ended  12/l? 

?^a^°:fadthUP  and  deep  %% 

can’t  be  i>esambles  WindhaS^but'you 

SSenuiS  lo/tri  at  °nce-  S 

also.  On  the  some  ' connotatio 

/  sgs  of  the  Family M 

(which  Rhode s-Mulligan- Windham  are 


calling  themselves  now) 
a  sometimes  funny  but  more  often 
inane  weekly  segment  of  the  TV 
show,  Dillon  showed  a  photo  of  a 
guy  with  a  cowboy  hat  over  his 
face  next  to  a  yellow  dog  with  a 
bandana  around  its  neck,  the  same  kind 
of  bandana  Windham  wears  around  his 
neck.  Anyway,  Dillon  claims  th*  photo 
is  of  Mulligan  as  a  teenager  with  his 
dog. Barf y .  When  the  dog  died,  BJ 
decided  to  name  his  first  born  after 
the  dog,  making  it  Barry.  The 
conclusion  was,  therefore,  it  was 
appropriate  to  call  Windham  a  yellow 
dog.  When  Windham  really  did  leave 
for  Japan,  Dillon  Sc  Bass  start  doing 
the  Yellow  Dog  bit  and  then  here  comes 
a  wre titer  calling  himself.  .  . 

Billy  Jack  arrived  with  more  than 
anyone's  fair  share  on  fanfare. 
According  to  Solie, "Billy  wrestled 
Barley  Race  on  H/23  in  the  Kingdome 
in  Seattle  before  44,000  fans  to  a 
sizzling  60  minute  draw  which  took 
so  much  out  of  Race  he  was  easy 
pickings  for  Ric  Flair  the  next 
night  in  Greensboro."  Furthermore 


“Vi  7  u .  rui  uieuiiore  7““ uia  u  mgnx  as  Tommy 

Billy  is  billed  as  the  most  charismatic  Rlch  Pinned  Ted  DiBiase  to  "win"  the 

f  1  011  ro  t  n  ^ - * _ • _ _  _ ,  Npfi  nnol  v- _  m  , 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  WRESTT.TNG 

National  HU  -  ffed  DiBiase - 

WCW  TV  -  Jake  Roberts 
WCW. jr.  HC  -  Les  Thornton 
National  TTC  -  Buzz  &  Brett  Sawyer 

Catching  up  on  some  business  it 
was  reported  here  last  month  that 
the  Sawyers  won  the  tag  titles  from 
the  Road  Warriors  U/2?  in  Cincinnati 
and  it  was  forgotten  and  no  explanation 
was  made  on  TV  about  it.  Actually 
there  s  more  to  that,  that  week  on 
the  Northern  tour,  the  Sawyers  won 

endrLn"gh*  inclTUdin*  12/3  in  Cleveland 
and  m. Saginaw,  Lansing,  etc.  Each 

next  night  the  Road  Wqrriors  would 
enter  with  the  straps,  the  Sawyers 
would  win  them  again.  Of  course  when 
the  12/5  and  12/10  TV  shows  were  aired 
not  an  explanation  to  the  fans  who  '  ’ 
had  seem  the  title  changes  which  had 
been  forgotten,  nothing.  The  least J 
they  could  have  done  was  tell  people 
the  Warriors  won  them  back  in  a  card 

g*m®  %  J!?e  bus  that  niSht.  Speaking 
of  12/3  Cleveland,  another  title 
"changed  hands"  that  night  as  Tommy 

nion  m  nnoH  n-;  r>  ~  j-  _  ..  .  ..  ,r 


figure  in  american  professional  sports 
since  Dusty  Rhodes. 

Kareem  Muhammed  and  Elijah  Akeem 
are  probably  gone  by  now,  each  having 
been  pinned  by  Davis,  Newcomers 
include  Kendo  Nagasaki,  The  Infernos, 
Anthony  Charles  (son  of  Tony  Charles, 
not  Scott  Armstrong)  and  Black  Bart 
(Rick  Harris). 

.Bart  is  supposed  to  be  a  childhood 
friend  of  Ron  Bass.  However  he  didn't 
share  a  friendship  with  Bass'  other 
childhood  friends  like  Rhodes  and 
Mulligan.  I've  always  gotten  a  kick 


Yes,  Ted  was  ch^mp 


National  title, 
the  next  night. 

The  Sawyer  brothers  did,  however 

win,  match  tha_t  was  remembered, 

on  12/27  m  Canton,  Ohio  and  are  the 
new  tag  champions. 

reP°r‘ted  last  month  that 
the  11/24  tag  tourney  won  by  Butch 
Reed  &  Pez  Whatley  saw  them  beat 
Randy  Rose  &  Jimmy  Randolph  in  the 
finals.  Actually  when  tourney  highlighl 
were  shown  12/4,  that  match  was  shown! 
ule  &  Solie  said  it  was  the  final 
match  (although  neither  could  recall 


- O -  -  *  ^  nigajc  0  LCI1  a  IV 1 - \U4.  onei  CQUlC  recall 

out  of  how  all  these  guys  were  supposed  exactly  who  Reed  &  Whatley’s  opponent^ 
to  have  £one  tn  praHp  rrv*  were).  An+noPw  ^  + 


to  have  gone  to  grade  school,  high 
school,  college  etc.  together.  Bass 
is  billed  from  Pampa ,  Texas,  which 
is  close  to  Colorado  and  probably 
500  miles  from  Austin,  Dusty's  home 
town.  Mulligan's  home  town  is  Eagle 
Pass,  which  is  on  ibhe  Mexican  border 
and  probably  500  miles  from  either 
place.  Actually,  there's  a  simple 
explanation,  they  just  have  large 
school  districts  here  in  Texas. 

By  the  way,  back  to  Billy  Jack, 
he  is  also  now,  an  Indian  (remember 
the  movie?) . 

Buzz  &  Brett  Sawyer  beat  the  Road 
Warriors  on  12/14  Miami  Beach  and 
12/16  St..  Pete.  Miami  show  drew 
3600,  which  is  about  their  average. 

Saving  the  best  for  last,  on 
12/28  in  Tampa  (shown  12/31)  at  the 
year-end  special,  there  was  a  special 
tribute  to  Rhodes  on  his.  ten  years 
in. Florida.  Plaques  were  sent  from 
major  promoters  around  the  world  like 
Jim  Crockett,  Jerry  Jarrett,  Bill 
Watts,  etc.  Rhodes'  family  was  on 
hand  also.  In  the  middle  of  all  this, 
out  of  nowhere  comes  Kevin  Sullivan. 
Sullivan  throws.black  powder  at  Rhodes 
but  Dusty. ducks.  The  powder  goes  in 
Dusty's  sisters  eyes.  His  sister  was 
shown  being  taken  to  a  hospital. 
Sullivan  was  suspended  for  one  year 
on  9/20.  My  how  time  flies  when 
you're  having  fun. 


were) .  Actually  it  was  the  first 
match  of  the  tourney.  Actually  1 
must  take  blame  for  the  mistake  because 
li  I  haven  f  learned  no  "to  believe 
anything  those  two  say  by  now. 

What  really  happened  in  the  tourney 
which  drew  the  largest  Omni  crowd  of 
the  year  (12,000)  was  that  Reed  & 
Whatley. beat  Magnum  T. A .  &  P^ndy 
savage  in  the  finals.  Savage  &  Magnum 
beat  the  Bruise  Brothers  (without 
Jimmy  Hart)  in  one  semi,  while  in 
the  other  Reed  &  Whatley  beat  King 
Kong  Bundy  &  Jim  Neidhart  with  yes— 
Reed  pinning  Neidhart  for  the  fall. 

The  12/4  show  however  drew  1,950 
to  see  Ric  Flair  vs.  Tommy  Rich.  it's 
easy  to  figure  out  why  the  crowd  was 
so  low..  The  last  time  Ole  announced 
Tommy  Rich  would  get  a  World  title 
Barley  Race),  the  champ 
didn  t  show  and  refunds  weren't  offpred 
What  was  to  say  Flair  would  show. 

And  now  for  this  month’s  "fun" 
news.  As  everyone  knows  by  now  that 
gets  cable,. Ted  DiBiase  signed  to  wrast' 
j.ommy  Rich  in  a  title  match  on  12/25~ 
Omni  and  if  Ted  lost,  he'd  leave 
town.  If  Tommy  lost,  he  would  not 
only  leave  town  byt  retire  from 
wrestling.  Tommy  lost.  He  not  only 
wrestled  the  entire  next  week  on  tour 

HTngJre6  in  6Very  city'  but  ^en 

made  a  TV  appearence,  despite  the  hype 
that  you  could  be  seeing  Tommy's  last 
match"  for  the  Omni  card. 
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.. /’?+12//31  Tonmy  sheepishly  said  he 
didn  t  want  to  retire.  At  the  end  of 
the  show,  it  was  reported  that  Tommy 
could  no  longer  wrestle.  On  the  l/7 
show  both  Solie  &  Ole  made  hints  like 
Tommy  could  buy  a  ticket  and  jump 
Ted  from  the  audience  or  catch  him 
in  a  dark  alley,  so  Ted  you’d  better 
watch.  I  love  what  the  moronic  fan 
must  think.  .  .  all  I  have  to  do  is 
buy  a  ticket  and  I've  got  free  reign 
t0  jump  Ted ,  or  the  same  way  in  the 
parking  lot  after  the  show.  I  don't 
think  that's  something  you  should 
encourage.  Oh,  Tommy  is  booked  to 
wrestle  the  entire  tour  which  started 
I/O.  He  11  probably  show  up  on  TV 
1/14  under  r  mask. 

Other  matches  on  12/25,  which  I’ll 
bet  drew^a  really  good  crowd  because 
of  the  Rich  retirement  stipulation, 
saw  Buzz  Sawyer  beat  The  Sheik,  the 
original  one  of  Detroit  fame.  Sheik 
is  the  only  wrestler  who  is  too  washed- 
up  that  even  the  AWA  won't  use  him 
Buzz  *lso  beat  Paul  Bllerin?  in  a 
lights  out  match  that  night  which  saw 
*iuzz,  Brett  and  the  brother  they  won’t 
admit  to,  Tommy  Rogers  all  holding 
Paul  down  and  giving  him  a  ridiculous 
looking  haircut.  Les  Thornton  beat 
Tommy  Rogers  for  their  version  of  the 
’ °nld  jr.  title  which  is  a  surprise 
because  Tommy  won  most  of  their  bouts 
including  12/31  television  and  several 
arena  matches  for  the  title  when  Ole 
Anoerson  ran  in  to  count  the  pin,  but 
ft  least  Ole  rememberdd  to  explain  why 
it  was  overruled.  The  TJ  bout  was 
non  title.  Stan  Hansen  Sc  Bugsy  McGraw 

^hetR032  'Vafriors  via  DQ  although 
u  Iook  a  beating  after  the  bout 
when  Bugsy  was  disposed  of.  Brett 
sawyer  pinned  Jake  .Roberts  ,  but  after 
the  10  minutes  in  which  the  TV  title 
is  at  stake. 

1/15  fflmni  has  Buzz  vs.  Jos  LeDuc, 

*iSia  +  e  de*endfnS  against  Bob  Armstrong 
Roberts  defending  against  Jerry 
Lawler,  Road  Warriors-Killer  Karl 

Js*  Jerr^  Brisco-Bugsy  McGraw- 
Bre tt  sawyer,  Tommy  Rogers  vs.  Brad 
Armstrong  with  the  winner  getting  a 
shot  at  Les  Thornton,  and  Ron  Garvin 
vs.  Pez  Whatley. 

In  the  latter  bout,  -Vhatley  is 
the  bad  guy.  Actually  Pez  hasn't 
turned  bad  guy  over  an  incident, 
he  just  did  one  nasty,  actually  just 
mildly  nasty  interview  on  12/31 
but  wasn't  even  on  TV  1/7.  Actually 
know  Pez  is  the  bad  guy.  I  don't 
know  how  many  fans  realize  it  yet. 
tfhatley  went  60  minutes  with  Ric 
Flair  on  12/3  in  Cleveland. 

Some _ newcomers  include  Johnny 
Rich  while  Joe  Lightfoot  has  left 

f  £r-i  Florida'  KinS  Kong  Bundy  still 
challenges  fans  to  bodyslam  him. 

be  Pointed  out  that  the 
0  tlcials  at  all  Georgia  cards 
when  picking  the  fans  who  try  to 
slam  Kong  are  very  careful,  as 
you  can  imagine,  as  to  who  they 
let  in  the  ring.  They  won’t  be 
big  boidybuilders  or  powerlifters 
to  be  sure. 


MID  ATLANTIC 

United  States  HC  -  Dick  Slate^ 

1-ud  Atlantic  HC  -  Dick  Slater 

The  big  area  news  is  that  Ricky 
steamboat  announced  his  reti  remsn't 
from  wrestling.  It  was  kind  of  a 
major  surprise,  occuring  on  12/25 
in  Charlotte.  He  &  Jay  Youngblood 
have  vacated  the  World  tag  team  titles 
Interestingly  enough,  Youngblood  is 
also  out  of  the  area  having  suffered 
a  broken  ankle"  against  Jack  Sc  Jerry 
Brisco  who  left,  and  then  returned 
in  a  cage  match.  I'm  not  sure  if  the 
Briscos  are  even  still  in  this  area 
or  not,  but  they  showed  up  Christmas 
week  for  tag  title  bouts.  Most  people 
seem  to  think  he’s  sincere  about  it. 
The  reasons  sound  sincere,  he's 
opening  up  a  gym  in  Greensboro  and 
was  tired  of  all  the  traveling  in  the 
business^  Most  of  the  people  who 
believe  steamboat  to  be  sincere  also 
believe  he'll  be  back  within  six 
months  and  rekindle  his  feud  with 
Ric  Flair  before  Starcade  • 8h . 

Steamboat's  farewell  tour  has  seen 

K^o?in/Vav  Koloff  on  several  occasio 
Koloff  has  been  teaming  a  lot  with 

on  Kernodle  and  both  are  managed  by 
Gary  Hart.  Kernodle,  by  the  way, 
iooks  extremely  good  doing  lariats 
off  the  top  ropes  and  the  quickest 
take-downs  since  Mr.  Saito’s  first 

rhek|ilJ/h!  AWA*  Strangely  ,  Steamboat 
Charlotte  farewell  on  1/8  was  to  be 
against  Sgt.  Slaughter.  With  Koloff 
as  a  newcomer,  perhaps  Piper’s  leaving 

V «ore  later  on  that 
•  1Cp  s  ^-ast  match  is  set  for  l/l  5 
m  Greensboro  against  Koloff.  As\ou 
can  imagine,  crowds  have  picked  up 

bub  only  returning  them  to 
average  level. 

Greg  Valentine  is  on  his  way  to 
becoming  3  good  guy.  On  12/12  in 
Greenvine  Valentine  was  defending 
>!i+»,Liv gainst  Piper  when 
b°bh  Dick  Slatar  and  Bob  Orton  appeare 
They . challenged  Valentine  and  wound 
up  with  Slater  and  Valentine  fighting. 

+hoter  ^hvn*be3t  Valentine  sometime 
the  week  before  Christmas  to  win 

the  title.  Valentine  had  been  set 
for  severai  dog  collar  title  bouts 
with  Piper,  which  Roddy  won  (If 
Roddy  was  leaving  and  Greg  was  staying 
and  about  to  become  the  top  good  guy 
why  would  Roddy  win  all  these  matches? 

ThpRoeaal  Ge?rgla  wrestlers  such  as 
The  Road  H amors  and  manager  Paul 

liering,  Tommy  Rich  and  Buzz  Sawyer 
have  appeared  on  various  TV  tape-/ 
including  12/13  in  Winston-Salem. 

Several  newcomers  include  Angelo 
Mosca  Jr. ,  who  I'm  told  has  improved 
B  rnn^8  S  •'■eas'*:  respectable  , 

on  r  rv°S  Raschke.who  promptly  turned 
ary  Hart  and  is  now  teaming  with 
Jimmy  Valiant,  Ernie  Ladd  who  Hart 
manages  and  will  feud  with  Angelo 
Mosca  Sr.  & 

i2haTiie  ?r°wn,  by  the  way,  still 
holds  the  Mid  Atlantic  TV  title 
Valiant  donned  the  Charlie  Brown 
outfit  on  12/25  in  Charlotte  and 
pinned  Kabuki.who  came  back  for  two 


Si 


weeks  between  Japan  tours, 
same  card  he  interfered  in 

Vai?»n?y  Yjiiant’  If  you’ve  noted 
Valiant  without  his  beard,  it  was 

because  of  an  incident  where  Paul 

TtJ\Asaassins  cu?  it  off 
hun  the  week  before  Christmas. 

I  thought  that  was  pretty  sad, 

lo^wS  thousands  of  tiny  insects 
looking  for  a  new  home  before 
Christmas.  Dusty  Rhodes  ran  in 

Rv!eHrin£  tc\  chase  the  villains  away 
Rhodes  has  been  in  several  cities 
interfering  in  matches,  but  has  yet 
to  wrestle  in  most  —  -  y 


‘  -SUcnt  night,  hoty  night,  &lUs  calm 

Later  that,’'*"’  ■-< 

match,  ->e®e  {The  Body)  Ventura  said  he’ll 

'«kely  tmt  op  Steve  Ota»owskl  wtth 

toe  Inverted  body  vice  when  the  two 
^meet  tonight.  Christmas  night,  at  the 
pronator  Jhowat  toe  SL  Paul  CMc 
Center. 

'Even  The  Body,  a  nasty  goy,  cringes 
when  he  talks  about  toe  inverted 

Body  vice  cm  that*  a  hold  that 
inflicts  severe  pain.  Bat  yon  gotta  do 
what  you  gotta  do  —  even  If  It  is 
Christmas. 


“Oh  <xtme,  an  ye  faithful . 


Ric  Flair  was^se?1  t^wre^+i  o  in  incongntous.  this  whole 

several  Mi  a>i  +  ‘  ...  in  notion  trf  a  pro  rasslin’  match  an  a 

weak  Of  ?if  ™ia MlS  c*tles  the  first  i 

weeK  of  the  year  and  missed  the  mathhe' peo,fltBnt--* 

because  he  was  in  Alabama  a+  +SL  +• 

this  do  mn  *  ^ime  •*  “TTs  a  big.  Mg  night  for  wrestling,-  " 

UilXS  QO  much  more  harm  lAminaoii.*. _ ***,/.. 


Things  like  this  do  much  more  harm 
than  good  m  the  long  run.  Crowds 
will  be  lower  next  time  Flair  is 
o  appear  because  the  fans  won’ t 
know  if  he’ll  be  there  or  not. 
of*1  Greensboro ,  the  first  show 
after  starcade,  drew  3,000  to  see 
steamboat  &  Youngblood  vs.  Slater  & 
Orton  and  Wahoo  McDaniel  &  Valiant 
vs.  Assassins.  12/26  show  drew 
about  5.500  for  Ricky  &  Jay  vs 
Briscos  in  a  cage  ,  Piper  vs 
dog  collar. 

Dory  Funk  returned  from  Japan  and 
has  been  teaming  with  Valiant  and 
Rufus  against  Assassins. 

.,  S?1/^  ^eams  that  were  in 

the  1/8  World  tag  team  tourney  in 
Greensboro  included  David  &  Kerry 
^on  Erich,  Buzz  Sawyer  &  McDaniel 
Assassins,  Slater  &  Orton,  Koloff 
Kernodle,  Rhodes  &  Valiant  and  one 
or  two  others. 


*  local  rwslln’  promoterWaljy 
Kaibo,  who  expects  that  more  than 
P  IkOOO  people  to  show  up  for 
.  tonight's  show.  “It's  a  time  when 
people  are  In  a  family  way.  We  get  a 
r  big  family  business  on  Christmas. 
Families  from  every -walk  of  life." 


jjBeevil  one,  Ventura,  has  some, 

'  °e  why  rsliu’Ssnch  big 

on  Christmas  day. 

oocn  to  church,  they  ve 
celebrated  Christ*  birthday.  thej^ve 
through  about  all  toe 
^Boleaomenem  they  can  deal  with.  I 
guarantee  yon.  teeyn  be  yellin'  the 
^rttoevrnmestoem^^  . 

~Oh  holy  night...  - 

•Centura  Isn't  sore  how  he'll 
approach  this  Christmas  match. 
although  he'll  almost  certainly 
continne  to  wear  the  military-tree 
clothing  he  began  wearing  a  few 
weeks  ago.  He  moved  to  military 
clothes  from  punk  —  although  he's 
kept  the  six  earrings  —  because  he 
senses  military  is  the  shift  of  the 
country  right  now. 

“You  have  to  stay  with  the  times  or 
your  routine  grows  old.”  Ventura 
said  of  his  new  costume.  “My 
success  has  been  to  stay  with  the 

Grow  continued  on  page  3 C 


dimes  and  car  bombs  and  military 
.stuff  are  in  right  now.” 


3o  he  will  be  wearing  a  military 
“  *  ^jacket  when  he  steps  into  the  ring.  As 

Valenti  ne*8  to  the  occasion,  he  might  have 
"ornaments,  instead  of  earrings, 
^tangling  from  his  ears.  ’ 

•Other  than  that.  It  will  be  business  as 
.usual,  meaning  Ventura  will  be 
-hoping  toe.people  hflte  him  as  he  * 
aloes  evil  things  to  OlsonowskL 


& 


'JfFU  he  home  tor  Christmas ...” 

►Almost  certainly,  the  18,000  will  be 
*bopingthe  Body,  although  he  got  a 
^standing  ovation  when  he  scratched 
“  opponent's  ayes  across  the  ropes 
******-irin  a  recent  television  rnatn,  (*q 
.'think,”  explained  The  Body,  “they 
„.  .  _  ^  novetohateme.”)  .  .  * 

iito  bantana  to  appear  1/13  Houstor'-  -  5  •  '  . 

against  Butch  Reed.  Fans  there  will  worn  know  is  that 

be  shocked  at  the  sight  of  good  ^ “Ending 

wrestling.  It's  been  a  while.  .  . 

^teve  Regal  set  for  some  Awa  bouts 
against  Buck  Zurahofe  for  his  title 

•  •  •  \Jk  v  i  icboObi- 

VWA  TfrLd  C h.fr£Lc,TTE 


bi  Atnfcyvr" 


‘Ventura  will  have  been  celebrating 
•toe  joy  of  Christmas  for  three  days. 

^Friday  night,  he  and  his  wife  and 
r*wo  children  sat  under  their 
-Christmas  tree  and  had  an  inHm.i. 
.gift  exchange  with  each  other.  On 
^Jtrtstmas  Eve.  they  shared  gifts  and 
.good  cheer  with  Ventura's  In-laws. 


This  morning  and  throughout  moat  of 

-the  day.  they  were  to  be  with 
Ventura’s  parents. 

“I  love  Christmas,”  Ventura  said. 

It  will  stop  being  Christmas  when  be 
steps  Into  toe  Civic  Center.  Then,  tt 

will  be  another  day  at  toe  office.  And 

that  means  ttwrlll  be  .grantin'  mod 
groanin'  and  hair-pullin' 

\ 

“I  got  to  forget  about  the  joys  of 
home  life  for  a  while,”  Ventura  said. 
“Tefs  face  IL  People  enjoy  violent 
sports.  I  don't  know  why,-  they  just 
•do.  Looks  to  me  like  Calvin  Griffith 
should  be  dikin'  lessons  from  ns.  ’ 
He's  got  politicians,  all  those  big 
.  ..people  tiyin'  to  help  him,  they're 
-Beggln’  people  to  buy  tickets.  But  toe 
fact  is,  wrestlin'*  red  hot  in  the  Twin 
-Cities.  Red  hot"  “We  wish  you  a  • 

-  Merry  Christmas . . .  " 

“We  started  running  shows  on 
Christmas  several  yean  ago,"  Karbo 
said.  It  was  a  bit  toe  first  time  You 
see,  the  kids  are  tired  of  playing  with 
their  toys,  everybody  just  wants  to 
‘get  out  of  the  bouse  and  we've  got 

-  something  the  whole  family  can 
«njoy  ”  . 


No  holds  barred 


Wrestling’s  lady  in  waiting  changes  champions 


By  STEVE  SMITH _ 

Staff  Writer 

THE  LADY,  alone  in  an  old 
green-and-white  pickup  truck, 
pulled  in  to  the  Sportatorium’s  rutted 
gravel  parking  lot.  She  got  out  and 
walked  up  to  the  ticket  window  at 
the  left  side  of  the  corrugated-tin 
building’s  big  false  front.  Friday 
afternoon’s  setting  sun  glared  across 
the  ticket  window;  the  lady  had  to 
squint  to  see  the  man  inside. 

“One  general  admission,  please,’’ 
she  said.  The  wrestling  matches  were 
only  a  few  hours  away,  and  getting  a 
good  seat  was  critical.  “I  never  miss  a 
Friday  night,”  the  lady  said.  “I  just 
wish  I  could  get  my  husband  to  come 
with  me.” 


In  an  office  behind  the  ticket  win¬ 
dow  sat  Ken  Man  tell  and  Sunshine. 
Mantell,  quite  a  wrestler  himself  in 
his  day,  now  does  his  wrestling  be¬ 
hind  a  desk  as  a  promoter. 

Sunshine,  though,  is  just  hitting 
her  stride.  She’s  seen  weekly  by  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  on  TV,  and  by  thou¬ 
sands  more  in  person.  She  admits 
that  she  can’t  walk  into  a  local 
McDonald’s  restaurant  without  get¬ 
ting  recognized.  Though  she  has  nev¬ 
er  wrestled  a  single  fall.  Sunshine  is 
one  hot  ticket. 

Sunshine  is  dressed  in  gold  satin 
pants,  a  black  T-shirt  that  says 
“Sunshine,”  and  a  shiny  black  jack¬ 
et,  the  same  outfit  she’d  wear  that 
night.  She  has  big  green  eyes  and 
ash-blond  hair  with  no  trace  of 
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black  roots.  Sipping  a  Coke,  she  dis¬ 
cusses  her  career:  “I  like  it  a  lot.” 

Sunshine  is  a  woman  of  few 
words,  so  let’s  fill  in  the  blanks.  Sev¬ 
eral  months  ago,  Sunshine  turned  up 
in  the  Dallas  area  with  Gorgeous 
Jimmy  Garvin,  a  235-pound  wrestler 
with  a  beard  and  lots  of  curly  brown 
hair.  Sunshine  was  his  valet;  this 
meant  she  looked  after  his  flashy  cos¬ 
tumes  and  shouted  back  at  the  people 
who  shouted  at  Garvin,  who,  in  the 
wrestling  world,  is  a  bad  guy.  He 
trades  on  his  vanity  —  sometimes  he 
enters  the  ring  preening  himself  as 
he  gazes  into  a  small  mirror  —  and 
Uie  fact  that  he  and  the  local  Von 
Erich  boys  are  mortal  ememies 

The  Von  Erichs  —  brothers  Mike 
See  SUNSHINE  on  Page  4 
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tho  ?'  ?f°£y  P°werslams  (to 
he  least)  Dos  Caras.  Right 

Looks  like  a  very  happy  hSbb 
Bottom:  Ric  Flair  vs.  David 
^on  Erich  from  Dallas 


moved  out  of  prime  time  TV 
to  5  00-6:30  Saturday  aft.  . 
Terry  Funk  (left  from  a  12/ll 
altercation  with  guess  who) 
to  return  next  year  despite 
bad  knees.  .  .  Bockwinkel  to 
defend  for  AJPW  in  Feb.  . 

AJPW  wants  to  televise  a  u!s. 
card  putting  three  title 
bouts  Hansen  vs  Baba,  Chavo 
vs  Inoue,  DiBiase  vs  Tenryu. 
Shinma  turned  down  Vince  Sr’s 
offer  to  run  WWF  shows  opposi* 
Inoki  and  Baba.  Vince  offeree 
Shinma  to  take  him  throughout 
Asia.  McMahon’s  still  to 
promote  in  Japan  this  year. 
Vince  Sr.  negotiating  with 
Tiger  Mask.  .  .  JAPAN  SPORTS 
PRESS  AWARDS:  Most  Valuable 
wrestler  was  Tsuruta;  Most 
Outstanding  was  Chosyu; 

Best  bout  wai  Fujinami  vs 
Chosyu;  Tag  team  was  Brody 
;Hansen  and  Hansen  was  best 
oreigner.  .  .  World  Class 
onger  recognizes  Flair  as 
champ  and  made  ultimatum  to 
[NWA,  strip  Flair  or  we’ll 
'ithdraw  from  NWA  (don't  kno\ 
r  this  is  promotional  hype 
r  something  to  this  or  not) 

. •  •  Hogan  WILL  win  WWF 
itle  this  spring/summer  says 
n  impeccable  (if  you  watch 

l  '£e”t  and  the  Greek  you  know 
what  that  means)  source, 
t Expect  Inoki  to  beat  Hogan 
or  IWGP  crown  before  that. 
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Wrestling  fans  eagerly  awaiting 


SUNSHINE  —  From  Page  One 

David,  Kerry,  Kevin  and  father  Fritz 

—  have  long  dominated  the  “good 
guy”  wrestling  market  in  Dallas. 
Wrestlers  like  Garvin  must  be 
brought  in  to  antagonize  the  Von 
Erichs  and  their  fans.  This  conflict 
makes  for  a  lively  wrestling  match, 
and  lively  box-office  returns. 

When  Garvin  strutted  and 
preened.  Sunshine  was  right  behind 
him.  She  gave  the  women  wrestling 
fans  —  and  there  are  plenty  of  them 

—  someone  specific  to  loathe.  Once, 
in  Lubbock,  “this  crazy  woman  ran 
up  behind  me  and  grabbed  me 
around  the  neck  and  tried  to  take 
me  down,”  Sunshine  says.  People 
were  always  throwing  cans,  com  dog 
sticks  and  popcorn. 

Before  long,  Sunshine  was  doing 
such  a  good  job  that  Garvin  decided 
to  hire  a  valet  for  her.  Another 
blonde,  named  Precious,  became  the 
valet’s  valet.  Pa^  attention;  this  was 
an  important  development 

What  happened  next  has  been  re¬ 
constructed  with  the  help  of  KXTX- 
Ch.  39  employees  Mickey  Grant 
Keith  Mitchell  and  Dan  Bynum 
These  are  the  three  men  most  re¬ 
sponsible  for  KXTX’s  “World  Class 
Wrestling”  program  that  airs  Sunday 


mornings  at  11  am  on  Ch.  39.  Their 
show  may  be  the  most  slickly  pro¬ 
duced  wrestling  program  in  the 
country;  without  a  doubt  it’s  the 
most  widely  distributed.  It’s  syndicat¬ 
ed  throughout  the  world  and  seen 
regularly  in  Beruit,  Lebanon;  in  Ita¬ 
ly,  South  Africa,  Australia  and  Ja¬ 
pan,  not  to  mention  throughout  the 
U.S.  Grant  estimates  the  total  audi¬ 
ence  at  somewhere  around  20  million 
and  growing. 

Grant,  Mitchell  and  Bynum  break 
out  the  Sunshine  Tapes  —  which 
have  been  aired  at  various  times  as 
part  of  their  regular  program  —  like 
a  host  might  serve  fine  wine.  Here  is 
what  happened: 

An  early  pre-Prerious  tape  sets 
the  scene.  Garvin  lost  a  match  to  Da¬ 
vid  Von  Ench;  the  loser  has  to  be  the 
winner’s  servant  for  a  day.  Garvin 
and  Sunshine  show  up  at  the  Von 
Erich  ranch  and  are  forced  to  per¬ 
form  menial  labor  as  Von  Erich  and 
wrestling  announcer  Bill  Mercer  sit 
in  lawn  chairs  and  laugh.  This  tape 
shows  a  dedicated  Sunshine  serving 
a  grumbling  Garvin  valiantly.  They 
dig  post  holes,  haul  hay,  shovel  out  a 
bam,  and  worst  of  all,  wash  Von 
Ench  s  smelly  old  dog.  Sunshine 
ends  up  soaking  wet  and  covered 


with  what  appears  to  be  dog  sham¬ 
poo.  Actually,  Sunshine  said  later, 
that  was  foaming  flea  dip  she  was 
covered  in,  “and  I  got  it  in  my 
mouth r  Yeech. 

A  later  tape  introduces  Precious. 
Garvin  and  Sunshine  sit  by  the  pool 
in  lounge  chairs,  as  Precious  sits  at 
Sunshine’s  feet.  Ever  controversial, 
announcer  Bill  Mercer  pointedly  asks 
Garvin  if  he  will  enjoy  “that  same 
dose  relationship  with  Precious”  as 
he  does  with  Sunshine,  and  we  all 
know  what  that  means.  Garvin  gets 
mad,  which  happens  frequently. 
Even  then,  an  alert  observer  might 
spot  something  in  Fl^ecious’  manner 
that  suggests  she  doesn’t  intend  to  be 
a  valet’s  valet  for  long,  and  that  Gar¬ 
vin  may  indeed  eventually  enjoy  a 
“close  relationship”  with  her. 

Not  long  after,  the  wrestling 
worm  turns.  Garvin  is  in  the  middle 
of  a  match  when  both  Precious  and 
Sunshine  try  to  help  him  out,  much 
to  the  long-suffering  referee’s  dis¬ 
may.  Garvin  ends  up  getting  tripped 
and  losing  the  match.  He  gets  mad, 
rctistakenly  blames  Sunshine  for  trip¬ 
ping  him,  and  orders  her  out  of  the 
camp. 

Next  tape:  A  bleating  Sunshine 
appears  at  a  “press  conference”  and 


Sunshine-Precious  match 


says  that  she  is  responsible  for  Gar¬ 
vin’s  success,  and  can’t  understand 
why  he  would  abandon  her  this 
way.  But  you  know  what  they  say 
about  a  woman  scorned:  Sunshine 
has  stolen  Garvin’s  medical  records 
and  intends  to  give  them  to  another 
wrestler,  good  guy  Gentleman  Chris 
Adams,  to  help  Adams  beat  Garvin 
in  their  upcoming  match.  Eventually 
a  crushed  Sunshine  collapses  in  tears 
as  an  embarrassed -looking  fellow 
takes  over  the  lectern  and  announces 
to  the  press,  “No  more  questions!” 

Soon  after,  vigilant  announcer  Bill 
Mercer  tracks  Garvin  down  at  home. 
He  rings  the  doorbell,  which  is  an¬ 
swered  by  a  half -clad  Precious.  Aha! 
So  this  was  all  a  plot  by  Precious  to 
boot  Sunshine  out.  A  mad  and  half- 
clad  Garvin  comes  to  the  door,  says 
bad  things  about  Sunshine,  and 
slams  the  door  in  Mercer’s  face, 
nearly  mashing  his  microphone.  The 
last  scene  has  Mercer  gamely  ringing 
the  doorbell  again.  Garvin  doesn’t 
answer. 

By  this  time,  Sunshine  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  play  it  as  it  lays.  Though  she  is 
allied  with  Gentleman  Chris  Adams, 
a  very  proper  British  wrestler,  she 
stresses  that  she  isn’t  his  valet.  “My 
valet  days  are  over,”  Sunshine  says. 


Sources  close  to  the  wrestling  world 
speculate  that  Sunshine  is  too  popu¬ 
lar  now  to  be  anyone’s  valet,  espe¬ 
cially  Garvin’s.  (Anyway,  “It  will  be 
a  cold  day  in  /hell  before  I  get  back 
together  with  Garvin,”  she  says.) 
Those  sources  are  considering  the 
possibility  that  Sunsine  may  become 
a  manager,  with  her  own  stable  of 
wrestlers,  something  she  agrees  is 
likely.  “She  certainly  could  motivate 
a  wrestler,”  one  source  fcays.  “She 
can  certainly  motivate  me,”  another 
source  echoes,  nodding. 

All  this  is  pretty  heady  for  a  21- 
year-old  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  who 
would  rather  not  discuss  what  her 
family  thinks  about  her  career.  “In 
fact.  I’m  not  even  sure  what  they 
think  about  it,”  she  says.  Wrestling 
keeps  you  on  the  road,  and  she 
hasn’t  been  home  in  a  year. 

Sunshine  is  shy  and  soft-spoken  in 
person,  which  will  come  as  a  surprise 
to  anyone  who  has  seen  her  chase 
Precious  around  the  ring,  slap  refer¬ 
ees  and  scream  at  Garvin.  How  does 
she  do  it?  “I  really  don’t  think  about 
it  when  I’m  doing  it  —  the  adrenalin 
takes  over,  I  guess,  and  I  just  do  it. 
Afterwards,  though,  I  wonder,  ‘Did  I 
really  slap  that  referee?’  ” 

Sunshine’s  finest  moment  may 


come  Sunday  night  at  8  as  part  of  a 
major  wrestling  program  at  Reunion 
Arena.  Several  times  a  year,  wres¬ 
tling  moves  from  the  Sportatorium 
to  Reunion,  which  is  almost  five 
times  larger.  Ken  Mantell  says  that 
Reunion  holds  just  under  20,000  peo¬ 
ple,  and  filling  it  won’t  be  a  problem; 
in  fact,  they’ll  probably  have  to  turn 
people  away.  This  presents  a  some¬ 
what  startling  mental  picture  of 
Mom  and  Pop  and  the  kids  forsaking 
roasting  chesnuts  and  new  toys  for  a 
Christmas  evening  at  the  wrestling 
matches. 

The  card  says  that  if  Garvin  loses 
his  match  Sunday,  he’ll  let  Precious 
fight  Sunshine  in  the  ring  for  five 
minutes,  something  Precious  is  ap¬ 
prehensive  about  but  Sunshine  can’t 
wait  for.  “I’m  going  to  give  that  little 
tramp  just  what  she  deserves,”  Sun¬ 
shine  says  with  great  conviction. 

Now  the  fans  love  Sunshine.  “A 
lot  of  my  fans  are  women,”  Sun¬ 
shine  says.  “I  think  they  identify 
with  a  woman  who  has  been  mis¬ 
treated  by  a  man,  and  can  fight 
back.”  Beyond  wrestling,  Sunshine 
has  no  career  ambitions.  “I  like  the 
people  I  work  with.  And  why 
should  I  leave  wrestling?  I’ve  got  the 
best  seat  in  the  house.” 
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